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Amir receives top Kuwaiti 
officials at Bayan Palace

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem at Bayan 
Palace yesterday. His Highness the Amir also 
received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, His Highness the 
Amir received Deputy Prime Minister, Interior 
Minister and State Minister of Cabinet Affairs Anas 
Al-Saleh. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received a 
cable of congratulations from Algerian President 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune, in which he congratulated 
him on the occasion of assuming power. In the cable, 
he hoped that bilateral ties may continue being 
strengthened, wishing His Highness the Amir contin-
ued success and wellbeing and Kuwait’s growth and 
development. His Highness the Amir sent a cable 
back, in which he thanked and appreciated the posi-
tive message, embracing historical ties between 
Kuwait and Algeria, wishing him good health, as well 
as progress and prosperity under his leadership. 

His Highness the Amir also received a cable of 
congratulations from South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, in which he congratulated him on the occa-
sion of assuming power, wishing His Highness the 
Amir for continued success. His Highness the Amir 
sent a cable back, in which he thanked and appreci-
ated the positive message, embracing close ties 
between Kuwait and South Korea, wishing him good 
health and happiness 

His Highness the Amir received on Monday a 
similar cable from Secretary General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr 
Yousef Al-Othaimeen, in which he congratulated 
him on the occasion of assuming power. In the 
cable, he wished His Highness the Amir continued 
success and wellbeing and growth and develop-
ment for Kuwait. His Highness the Amir sent a cable 
back, in which he thanked and appreciated the pos-
itive message, wishing him success for the contri-
bution to promoting joint action and achieving the 
goals of OIC. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister, 
Interior Minister and State Minister of Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

KUWAIT: Dr Nael Abdul Hameed Ali Al-Qattan 
released a statement in which he eulogized the late 
Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and expressed faith in the ability of 
the new Amir His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to lead the country to a 

new bright and modern future. The following are 
excerpts of his statement:  

“Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad was not a normal 
leader. He was rather a founder of the modern State 
of Kuwait. He has left behind a huge heritage, and 
we must work to protect his legacy by all means.  

“Today, Kuwait enters a new phase of overcom-
ing big challenges, which His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will 
take, following on the footsteps of the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who gave a life 
of luxury for Kuwaitis - the luxury that can only 
realized be through persistent work and serious-
ness to achieve success through willpower. The 

next phase will be focused on work to complete 
the development march, which can be realized 
through the help of the rational voice of His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf. 

“I am confident that His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will ful-
fill the implementation of the ‘New Kuwait Vision 
2035’ by diversifying the sources of income and 
supporting Kuwaiti entrepreneurs in all aspects. All 
Kuwaitis are required to support their Amir, and this 
means that they should rise to the level of national 
responsibility for the sake of serving their home-
land, and for the sake of protecting it from the 
storms through which the region is passing.”

IN MY VIEW

H is name has been embedded in 
history domestically and globally, 
and through him Kuwait gained a 

good reputation and a highly esteemed 
status around the world as His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah was among the most influential 
personalities worldwide. The person of 
good vision and balanced diplomacy has 
left us, after he instilled the pillars of 
Kuwait’s foreign policy. 

His Highness earned several titles includ-
ing the wise leader, as his wisdom prevailed 
in his glorious and remarkable stands. He 
played a leadership role and served as a 
patriotic leader during the GCC crisis, 
helping protect Kuwait and allow its econ-
omy to flourish, while actively participating 
in resolving the Gulf crisis. He deserved the 
title of ‘Humanitarian Leader’ by the United 
Nations due to  His Highness’ keenness to  
carry out many initiatives and humanitarian 
projects in various parts of the world. 

He departed this world after surrounding 
us with his kindness. He shared with us our 
happy and sad events. There were no barri-
ers between him and us as Bayan palace 
was open for Kuwaitis who participated in 
international events and those who 
received post graduate degrees. When I 
received a global award for business lead-
ership, I was honored to meet him and take 
a picture with him that will always be with 
me, as he was the supporter of Kuwaiti 
women in all fields. 

He was a father figure for us all. When the 
coronavirus crises started, he was keen to 
repatriate all Kuwaiti students abroad and 
was also keen bring back all Kuwaitis strand-
ed in many countries despite the suspension 
of air travel in airports around the world. 

Today, we congratulate the Amir of 
Kuwait His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the best suc-
cessor to the best predecessor, and we 
wish him all success in Kuwait’s develop-
ment march. We pray to Allah Almighty to 
keep Kuwait a place of glory, security and 
safety, and a beacon of development and 
prosperity.

By Muntaha Al-Ajeel
local@kuwaittimes.com
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 beginning of a new era. An era of peace between 

peoples. “Our joint signature in the book of remem-
brance is like a shared cry and oath: to remember 
and not to forget, to be strong and to promise ‘nev-
er again’.” 

The visit by the Emirati minister to the Holocaust 
Memorial is a highly symbolic step, marking the 

shift in attitudes in the Arab world towards Israel 
and Jews. Political conflicts have led to fierce ten-
sions between Islam and Judaism and Holocaust 
denial is rampant in many Arab countries. 

Maas called it “a great honor that the Israeli and 
Emirati foreign ministers picked Berlin as the site for 
their historic first meeting. The most important cur-
rency in diplomacy is trust and I am personally 
thankful to both my colleagues that they are placing 
this trust in Germany.” The ministers were to hold 
talks later yesterday at the German foreign ministry’s 
retreat before sitting down for dinner together. 

Bahrain and the UAE became the first Arab 
nations to establish relations with Israel since Egypt 
in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. For the Mideast, the 

deals dubbed the Abraham Accords mark a distinct 
shift in the status quo where Arab countries have 
tried to maintain unity against Israel over its treat-
ment of the stateless Palestinians. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
the foreign ministers of Bahrain and the UAE had 
sealed the historic accords establishing full diplo-
matic ties with a ceremony at the White House. 
Maas called the Israel-UAE agreement the “first 
good news in the Middle East for a long time - and 
a chance for new movement in the dialogue 
between Israelis and Palestinians”. “This opportuni-
ty must be seized,” said Maas, whose country cur-
rently holds the presidency of the EU, voicing the 
readiness of the bloc to help. — AFP 

UAE, Israeli  
ministers hold...
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four weeks away, has repeatedly played down the 

disease, which has killed more than 1 million people 
worldwide. The United States has the world’s highest 
death toll from the pandemic, with more than 
209,000 deaths. 

“Many people every year, sometimes over 
100,000, and despite the Vaccine, die from the Flu. 
Are we going to close down our Country? No, we 
have learned to live with it, just like we are learning 
to live with Covid, in most populations far less 
lethal!!!” Trump tweeted yesterday. About 22,000 
people are estimated to die from influenza in the 
2019-2020 season, according to US government 
statistics. Even before he contracted COVID-19, 
Trump acknowledged in taped conversations with a 
journalist that the disease was deadlier than the flu. 

White House physician Dr Sean Conley has also 

stressed Trump would have world-class medical 
care available around the clock, something many 
health experts have noted is unavailable to millions 
of other Americans. “Don’t let it dominate you. Don’t 
be afraid of it,” Trump said in a video after his return 
on Monday night. “I’m better, and maybe I’m 
immune - I don’t know,” he added, flanked by 
American flags and with the Washington Monument 
in the background. “Get out there. Be careful.” 

He returned to the White House in a made-for-
television spectacle, descending from his Marine 
One helicopter wearing a white surgical mask, only 
to remove it as he posed, saluting and waving, on the 
mansion’s South Portico. Trump has repeatedly 
flouted social-distancing guidelines meant to curb 
the virus’ spread and ignored his own medical advis-
ers. He mocked Biden at last Tuesday’s presidential 
debate for wearing a mask when campaigning. 

“I was aghast when he said COVID should not be 
feared,” said William Schaffner, a professor of pre-
ventive medicine and infectious diseases at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville. 
“This is a disease that is killing around a thousand 
people a day, has torpedoed the economy, put peo-
ple out of work. This is a virus that should be both 

respected and feared.” 
Democrats also weighed in. “This is a tragic fail-

ure of leadership,” Democratic Senator Chris Coons 
tweeted. But Trump depicted himself as a man who 
vanquished the disease and emerged stronger. “If 
the President bounces back onto the campaign trail, 
he will be an invincible hero, who not only survived 
every dirty trick the Democrats threw at him, but the 
Chinese virus as well,” he wrote on Twitter. 

A Twitter post by Biden showed images of himself 
donning a mask and Trump removing his. “Masks 
Matter. They save lives,” the caption read. White 
House spokesman Judd Deere said every precaution 
was being taken to protect the president and his 
family. Physical access to Trump would be limited 
and appropriate protective equipment would be 
worn by those near him. 

Questions swirled around the true state of 
Trump’s health after a weekend when his doctors 
offered contradictory or opaque assessments of his 
condition. His oxygen saturation dipped enough to 
require supplemental oxygen on Friday and 
Saturday, his doctors said, but have not answered 
key questions about his lung function, his blood 
work, or when he lasted tested negative. — Reuters  
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“I feel delighted to be recognized in that way 

because I think having visible role models can make a 
huge impact on young women thinking about becom-
ing scientists,” Ghez told AFP. The term “black hole” 
refers to a point in space where matter is so com-
pressed as to create a gravity field from which even 
light cannot escape. 

Penrose, a professor at the University of Oxford 
who worked closely with famed physicist Stephen 
Hawking, used mathematical modeling to prove back 
in 1965 that black holes can form, becoming an entity 
from which nothing, not even light, can escape. His 
calculations proved that black holes - super dense 
objects formed when a heavy star collapses under the 
weight of its own gravity - are a direct consequence 
of Einstein’s general theory of relativity. 

Genzel and Ghez have led research since the early 
1990s focusing on a region called Sagittarius A* at 
the center of the Milky Way. Using the world’s largest 
telescopes, they discovered an extremely heavy, 
invisible object - around 4 million times greater than 
the mass of our Sun - that pulls on surrounding stars, 

giving our galaxy its characteristic swirl. The pair in 
particular developed methods to see through the 
huge clouds of interstellar gas and dust to the center 
of the Milky Way, creating new techniques to com-
pensate for the image distortion caused by Earth’s 
atmosphere. In April 2019, astronomers unveiled the 
first photo of a black hole. 

Martin Ward, a professor of astronomy at Durham 
University, called the work of the trio “a great exam-
ple of theoretical insight and prediction followed by 
state-of-the-art observational evidence”.  “Using 
classical Newtonian mechanics the nearest super 
massive black hole at our galactic centre was 
revealed, and so ‘darkness made visible’,” Ward said 
in a statement. — AFP 

Trio win Nobel  
for black hole...


