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BISHKEK: Opposition groups said
they had seized power in Kyrgyzstan
yesterday after taking control of
government buildings during post-
election protests in the strategically
important Central  Asian state.
President Sooronbai Jeenbekov said
the country, which hosts a Russian
air base and a large Canadian-con-
trol led gold mine, was facing an
attempted coup d’etat. He called for
calm and ordered security forces not
to open f ire on protesters after
overnight unrest in which the gov-
ernment said one person was killed
at 590 wounded. Officials said later
the vote would be rerun, but it was
not clear who would run it.

Burnt out cars littered Bishkek, the
capital, after protesters stormed the
main government building, known as
the White House, which briefly caught
fire before emergency services put
out the blaze. Debris from inside,
including government papers, and
office furniture, was strewn outside
after protesters ransacked parts of it.
Kyrgyzstan, which borders China and
is a close ally of Russia, has long been
a platform for geopolitical competi-
tion between Moscow, Washington

and Beijing and has a history of politi-
cal volatility: Two of its presidents
have been toppled by revolts in the
past 15 years.

The opposition said it had set up
a coordination council and was dis-
cussing the line-up of a provisional
government. “The leaders of parties
that took part in the election have
assumed responsibility for restoring
publ ic  order,”  the counci l  sa id .
Opposition groups also had freed
Almazbek Atambayev, a former pres-
ident jailed on corruption charges
after fal l ing out with Jeenbekov.
Atambayev was not named to any
role , however, and Jeenbekov
showed no immediate signs of relin-
quishing power.

The cabinet, which operates out of
a building separate from the White
House, said it continued to function
although Prime Minister Kubatbek
Boronov has not appeared in public
since the unrest began. The central
election commission said it  had
annulled the results of the election,
meaning a new vote would have to be
held shortly. Parliament said it would
try to hold an emergency meeting
today after lawmakers failed to gather

a quorum yesterday. Several opposi-
tion politicians urged them to install a
provisional cabinet to legitimize a
transfer of power.

Interior Minister Kashkar
Junushaliyev did not show up for work
yesterday, a ministry spokesman said,
saying that Kursan Asanov, an opposi-
tion politician and a former senior
security official, had taken over as act-
ing interior minister. Police had been
ordered to ensure citizens’ safety and
prevent clashes and looting, the same
spokesman said. Meanwhile, a factory
at the second-largest gold deposit in
Kyrgyzstan, Jeruy, was torched by
unidentified people yesterday, its
Russian-owned operator said. The
Russian embassy to Kyrgyzstan said it
supported resolving the situation in
the country through legal means while
ensuring stability and people’s safety.

Contested vote
Trouble erupted on Monday after

police used teargas and water cannon
to disperse thousands of people
demanding the results of the parlia-
mentary election be annulled. Western
observers said the election, which
appeared to have handed most seats

to two establishment parties support-
ing closer links between the former
Soviet republic and Russia, had been
marred by vote buying. One of the
parties was close to Jeenbekov, the
president.

As well as storming the White
House, which houses both the presi-
dent and parliament, protesters took
over several other buildings, including
the mayor’s office. They appointed
their own acting head of national
security, acting prosecutor general
and a commandant of Bishkek,
although there were no indications of
how much power they wielded.
Protesters also freed several former
senior officials jailed under Jeenbekov,
including ex-prime minister Sapar
Isakov and Atambayev’s former chief
of staff Farid Niyazov.

Several provincial governors have
resigned, according to local media
reports which said public rallies had
begun on Tuesday in several provin-
cial centres, most of them anti-gov-
ernment. Jeenbekov’s supporters were
gathering in the southern city of Osh,
the same reports said, where his
brother Asylbek Jeenbekov called for
unity and order. —Reuters

President says coup d’etat is underway l Election result canceled

Kyrgyzstan opposition claims power 

Pressure over
Karabakh truce 
as clashes rage
STEPANAKERT, Azerbaijan: Battles raged
between Armenian and Azerbaijani forces over
the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region yester-
day, with both sides vowing to pursue the conflict
despite increasing international pressure for a
ceasefire. Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu landed in Azerbaijan for talks after
Russia, the United States and France on Monday
called for an “unconditional” halt to the fighting. 

Western powers are urging Turkey, a long-
standing ally of Azerbaijan, to use its influence
with Baku to restore calm after 10 straight days
of clashes that have claimed more than 260 lives.
The battles began on Sept 28 in a long-simmer-
ing territorial dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh,
an ethnic Armenian enclave that broke away from
Azerbaijan in the 1990s.

Neither side has shown any inclination to slow
hostilities despite a mounting civilian death toll.
Azerbaijan’s defense ministry and Karabakh’s for-
eign ministry both said fighting was continuing on
several fronts yesterday morning. Both sides con-
tinued to claim to have inflicted heavy losses in
manpower and equipment, and to accuse each of
other of targeting civilian areas.

The conflict has expanded in the last few days
with shelling on big cities, including the regional
capital Stepanakert and Azerbaijan’s second-
largest city, Ganja. After several days of heavy
bombing, Stepanakert was calm yesterday,
according to an AFP journalist in the city, with
the streets nearly empty. Warning sirens rang out
and the city was littered with glass and debris
from previous shelling, but no explosions had
been heard by mid-day.

Potential ‘war crime’
Armenian Health Minister Arsen Torosyan told

reporters near the border that he had seen a
rocket landing very close to Stepanakert’s main
hospital. “I’m not ruling out they are deliberately
targeting medical facilities, which is a war crime,”
he said. Azerbaijan’s defense ministry claimed
yesterday that separatists had incurred major
losses and were forced to retreat. It said an
ammunition depot near Stepanakert, rocket
launchers and artillery had been destroyed.

The two sides have reported 265 deaths since
the fighting erupted, including more than 45 civil-
ians, but the real total is expected to be much
higher as both sides are claiming to have inflicted
heavy military casualties. Most of the confirmed
deaths are from the Armenian side, which has
reported nearly 220 fatalities among separatist
fighters. Azerbaijan is not releasing any figures on
its military deaths.

Christian-majority Armenia is in a military
alliance of former Soviet states led by Russia,
which has a permanent base in the country but
has not shown any appetite for a military escala-
tion of the conflict. Turkey is a loyal ally of
Azerbaijan, a fellow Muslim and Turkic country,
and has been accused of dispatching mercenaries
from Syria and Libya to join the fighting. —AFP

BISHKEK: People protest against the results of a parliamentary vote on Monday. —AFP

STEPANAKERT: Men pass an unexploded rocket in the
breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region’s main city
yesterday.  —AFP

Pandemic forces 
more US women 
back into home
WASHINGTON: As the pandemic rages in the United
States, Aracelis Bonet has had to make a choice
between her job and caring for her autistic son. The
Orlando, Florida, woman decided to largely put on
hold her job as a real estate agent to make sure her 14-
year-old son had the constant care he needs. She now
works at most 15 hours a week, resulting in a big drop
in income. “If I was a single mother, with my son, I
probably would be homeless right now,” said the 50-
year-old Bonet. “It’s so stressful to be a parent at
home, being their teacher, their therapist, etc., being
the wife, being the mom, having to have to cook dinner,
clean the house. I’ve forgotten to take care of myself.”

Bonet’s situation highlights the dilemma facing mil-
lions of women in the United States who must manage
households with schools closed or limited due to the
months-long coronavirus pandemic. Many women are
acutely following the political debate over reopening
schools and health insurance. The crisis has set back
decades of progress by women in terms of labor force
participation. A September report by the consulting
firm McKinsey found pointed to a stark choice facing
many: “Over one in four women are contemplating
what many would have considered unthinkable just six
months ago: downshifting their careers or leaving the
workforce completely.”

According to a July report by the US Bureau of
Labor Statistics, nearly one in four adults aged 24 to

44 said they were not working to be able to manage
child care during the pandemic. For women, the figure
was 30.9 percent, compared with 11.6 percent for men.
The data showed the labor force participation rate for
women age 20 and older fell to 56.8 percent in
September compared with 69.9 percent for men.

The data showed that women took “another step
back” in the workforce and that the trend may be diffi-
cult to reverse, said Diane Swonk, chief economist at
Grant Thornton. “Women who were in the pipeline to
move up are now literally taking furloughs or actually
quitting,” Swonk said. “They do bear more of the bur-
den and responsibility for childcare, that they just can’t
work from home, and teach their children.” Swonk
argued that COVID-19 “has magnified and exacerbat-
ed inequality across race, across income data and
across gender”. The pandemic’s impact on women has
been felt in numerous sectors, including in science and
medicine, where fewer research papers have come in
recent months from women in journals such as Nature
or the British Medical Journal. 

For women who have lost their jobs during the
pandemic, the lack of child care has made it doubly
difficult to find new employment, adding to their
woes, according to Gregory Daco chief economist at
Oxford Economics. “The pandemic has dispropor-
tionately hurt women in the service sector, the hard-
est hit by the pandemic,” Daco said. “And the data
shows the return of employment is much slower for
women than for men.”

Weighing the risks 
Mary Proffitt of Lexington, Kentucky, is one of

those waiting. Caring for her 12-year-old son and
leukemia-stricken, 88-year-old father, Proffitt was laid
from in March from her restaurant job. But even the
idea of going back to work is remote for the women in

her sixties, who would have to risk exposure to the
coronavirus and transmission to her immunity-defi-
cient father for a job that might not offer health insur-
ance benefits.

“Childcare is ridiculously expensive in the first
place and most of the jobs aren’t hiring for full time,”
she said. “So there’s no benefits and there’s nothing but
risk, really to go back to work right now... I don’t know
why that would be worth risking your life.” Proffitt said
the crisis has made her more politically active as the
Nov 3 vote looms pitting President Donald Trump and
Democrat Joe Biden.

“I have been fooled before and thinking that people
would open their eyes and see that this is just a disas-
ter,” she said. “I’ve been politically active my whole life,
but more so since March because none of this is right...
Having the courts to decide whether or not to get rid
of health care for millions of people in the middle of a
pandemic that’s not right.”  —AFP

ORLANDO: Real estate agent Aracelis Bonet, 50, home
schools her son Adam Martinez, 14, who is affected by
severe autism, in their home on Oct 1, 2020. —AFP


