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MISSISSIPPI: Sergio Garcia of Spain celebrates with the cheque after winning the Sanderson Farms
Championship at The Country Club of Jackson in Jackson, Mississippi. —AFP

Serie A President Paolo Dal Pino

DUBAI: South African quick Kagiso Rabada claimed four
wickets including Virat Kohli’s key scalp to lead Delhi
Capitals to the top of Indian Premier League table on
Monday. Rabada returned figures of 4-28 and topped the
IPL bowling chart with 12 wickets in five matches as
Delhi outplayed Royal Challengers Bangalore by 59 runs
in Dubai. Australia’s Marcus Stoinis smashed an unbeaten
53 to guide Delhi to 196 for four, a total Rabada and
company defended by restricting the Kohli-led
Bangalore to 137 for nine.

Left-arm spinner Axar Patel took two wickets and
gave away just 18 runs from his four overs and paceman
Anrich Nortje also struck twice. “I don’t really plan to get
wickets, you can only control in which areas to bowl. I

think if you want to be the best you have to adjust to the
conditions,” said Rabada. “I think the spinners did a real-
ly good job today, they set up the game for us in the
powerplay. Axar and (Ravichandran) Ashwin actually
won us the game.” Patel, coming into the XI for injured
Amit Mishra who was ruled out of the IPL, was named
man of the match for his economical bowling figures.

Bangalore captain Kohli, who was kept under check
in his 39-ball 43 before falling to Rabada, admitted his
team was far from convincing against a top Delhi unit.
“DC are playing some really good cricket. Their batting
is fearless. They have got pace, they have got good
spinners,” said Kohli. “I won’t say they are unbeatable,
but they will be hard to beat. Against this side, you have

to bring your A game. We didn’t tonight.” The Twenty20
tournament is into its third week in the United Arab
Emirates after being moved out of India due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Finger injury
Meanwhile, India and Delhi Capitals’ leg-spinner

Amit Mishra has been ruled out for the remainder of the
Indian Premier League season after injuring his finger
against the Kolkata Knight Riders, his team said
Monday. The 37-year-old, who last played for India in a
Twenty20 match against England in February 2017, has
been one of the top performers in league cricket.
“(Mishra) sustained a flexor tendon injury to the ring

finger of his bowling hand whilst attempting to take a
return catch off his bowling (this Saturday),” Delhi
Capitals said in a statement.

“Mishra will now consult with a specialist over the
next few days to determine the most appropriate course
of management for this unfortunate injury.”  The world’s
richest T20 league is being played in the United Arab
Emirates after being shifted out of India due to rising
numbers of coronavirus cases. Other players, including
Mishra’s Delhi teammate and Indian off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin, have also faced injury scares dur-
ing this year’s IPL. Many players are returning to com-
petitive cricket for the first time after a months-long virus
lockdown in India. —Agencies 

Rabada shines as Delhi rout 
Bangalore to top IPL table
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Motocross racer Glenn Coldenhoff competes during the FIM MXGP Motocross World Championship in Italy. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Delhi Capitals’ Amit Mishra out of IPL after finger injury

Teams risk forfeits for 
coronavirus violations 
NEW YORK: Teams found violating COVID-19 safety pro-
tocols may be forced to forfeit games, the NFL said on
Monday, as it ramped up rules designed to prevent spread of
the coronavirus. National Football League (NFL)
Commissioner Roger Goodell instructed teams to “recommit”
to safety protocols in a memo obtained by Reuters after pos-
itive tests forced the postponement of two Week 4 games.

“Protocol violations that result in virus spread requiring
adjustments to the schedule or otherwise impacting other
teams will result in additional financial and competitive disci-
pline, including the adjustment or loss of draft choices or
even the forfeit of a game,” said Goodell. “Simply put, com-
pliance is mandatory.” The memo outlined changes to the
league’s protocol, including bans on gatherings outside of
club facilities, a limit to the number of tryouts allowed each
week and an extended “onboarding process” for tryouts
among free agents.

The league is implementing a video monitoring system to
ensure compliance with the protocols - particularly the man-
date that all staff and players wear protective gear such as
face masks while in a club facility and traveling. The league
pushed a Sunday matchup between the reigning Super Bowl
champion Kansas City Chiefs and New England Patriots to
Monday, after Patriots quarterback and former league MVP
Cam Newton tested positive, along with Chiefs practice
squad member Jordan Ta’amu.

The NFL also postponed an Oct. 4 game between the
Tennessee Titans and the Pittsburgh Steelers to Oct. 25 after
a number of Titans personnel and players tested positive for
COVID-19. The NFL kicked off its 2020 campaign last
month with numerous protocols in place after cancelling its
preseason due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has
claimed more than 200,000 lives in the United States. A
handful of coaches were fined after appearing on the side-
lines of Week 2 games without proper face coverings. Their
affiliated teams also received fines. —Reuters

Serie A president 
tests positive for 
coronavirus 
MILAN: Serie A President Paolo Dal Pino has tested
positive for COVID-19, Italy’s top flight soccer league
said in a statement yesterday, days before an Oct 9 meet-
ing to assess bids by private equity funds for a stake in its
media business. A former telecoms executive, Dal Pino
was appointed at the helm of Serie A in January, shortly
before the COVID-19 outbreak brought the champi-
onship to a three-month standstill. 

As closed-door matches and broadcasters cutting off
money from deals keep club finances under pressure, Dal
Pino has been promoting a project to sell a minority stake
in the newly-created media company which manages the
league’s main source of revenue. Two private equity con-
sortia, led by CVC Partners and Bain Capital, are bidding
for a stake in the venture offering up to 1.6 billion euros
($1.89 billion). Serie A’s club representatives are expected
to hold a meeting on Friday to pick the preferred bidder.
The meeting remains scheduled for Friday despite Dal
Pino being in self-isolation with symptoms, a source close
to the matter said.

Sseason not at risk
The Serie A season is not at risk, Italy’s sports minister

Vincenzo Spadafora said on Monday, one day after the

Juventus-Napoli match was abandoned due to an appar-
ent conflict over implementation of the COVID-19 health
rules. Napoli failed to turn up for the match in Turin, say-
ing their local health authority (ASL) would not allow
them to leave Naples after two players tested positive for
COVID-19.

Serie A, however, refused to postpone the match,
arguing that the ASL had failed to take into account the
health protocol which had been agreed between the gov-
ernment and football authorities. This stipulates that, even
if players test positive, the rest of the squad can continue
training and playing provided they remain negative.

As a result of the disagreement, Juventus and match
officials went to the stadium and waited in vain for Napoli
to arrive, scenes which were highly embarrassing for
Italian football. Spadafora said on Monday that the pro-
tocol was still valid although he also confirmed that ASLs
could intervene in certain circumstances. “We are not at
risk of stopping the championship,” he told reporters
after meeting Italian federation boss Gabriele Gravina.
“Everyone must follow the strict rules of the protocol, if
the health situation changes, we as a government are also
ready to change”.

“The local health authority may intervene in special
cases,” he added. “The important thing is that the inter-
vention is motivated by certain requirements, although
these can vary.” Gravina was equally optimistic. “If we all
care about health protection and the protocol is respect-
ed by everyone in its entirety, I think we can rest assured
that the championship can be played and run safely,” he
said. Another concern is that Napoli have said they will
challenge any decision to award the match to Juventus,
which could lead to a lengthy legal battle.—Agencies

HONG KONG: Two major winners and an emerging tal-
ent with an unusual dress sense feature in AFP Sport’s
golf talking points this week:

‘This one’s for dad’ 
Sergio Garcia wasted no time in returning to the

world’s top 50 after dropping out for only the second time
since 1999 last week. One of only five players in history to
have spent more than 1,000 weeks ranked at 50 or better,
the Spaniard’s emotional victory at the Sanderson Farms
Championship ensured he will extend that tally as he
moved back to 38th place from 51st. Garcia dedicated the
win to his family, who have been tragically affected by the
coronavirus pandemic.  “I lost two uncles because of
COVID. It has been tough for my dad. But this one was for
him,” the 40-year-old said. The win was a fitting reward
for the 2017 Masters champion’s unrivalled consistency,
and his unusual “eyes closed” putting style. 

Garcia is the only player to record at least one victory
on either the US PGA or European Tour in every calendar
year since 2010. World number one Dustin Johnson has
won in every PGA Tour season over the same period, but
the wrap-around nature of the calendar means his only
two “2014 season” victories both came in late 2013.
Garcia has also now won in four different decades. His
first victory was as a 19-year-old at the 1999 Irish Open
and he made his Ryder Cup debut at Brookline later that
year.

Lawrie signs off
Two weeks after Garcia won his maiden event at

Druids Glen in Ireland back in 1999, an unheralded Scot
enjoyed his greatest moment in the Open Championship
at Carnoustie. Paul Lawrie beat Justin Leonard and Jan

van de Velde in a playoff after the Frenchman’s infamous
meltdown on the 72nd hole. Lawrie, who turned pro in
1986, was never perturbed that his sole major victory was
overshadowed by Van de Velde’s socks-off, water-wading
antics that blew a three-shot lead with one to play. 

And so it seemed in keeping with the Scot’s low-key
character that last week the 51-year-old announced his
retirement from the European Tour during the Scottish
Open with few media present, no fans and very little fan-
fare. “To have played 620 events is not a bad innings, con-
sidering I turned pro with a five handicap and didn’t think
I’d play any,” he told IrishGolfer.ie. “I haven’t been a great
player, but I’ve been decent and that’s all you can ask for.”

Aaron Rai: A glove story 
England’s Aaron Rai turned heads when he won his

first European Tour event in his rookie year at a rain-sod-
den 2018 Hong Kong Open sporting two gloves, one on
each hand, instead of the usual golfer’s one. But the quirk
has remained and it helped him have the edge - again in
filthy weather conditions - as he took his second tour win
at the Scottish Open at the weekend in a playoff from
Tommy Fleetwood. The extra grip obviously came in
handy, as it did in Hong Kong two years ago, where
among the luminaries he vanquished in the final round
were Fleetwood, Garcia and runner-up Matt Fitzpatrick.

Rai explained at the time that his unusual attire was a
longstanding habit he just couldn’t break. “It started when
I was eight years old,” he said. “I just happened to be giv-
en these two gloves... and I got into the habit of wearing
them. “Then, a few weeks down the line, my dad forgot to
put the two gloves in the bag so I had to play with one. It
was terrible. I couldn’t play, I couldn’t feel the grip, so I’ve
always stuck with the two gloves ever since.”—AFP

Golf talking points: Resurgent 
Sergio, low-key Lawrie


