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Premier League 
winners and losers 
in transfer window
LONDON: Premier League clubs embarked on a final
flurry of spending on Monday before the international
transfer window slammed shut. Manchester United and
Arsenal made the biggest headlines on deadline day with
deals for Edinson Cavani and Thomas Partey respectively.
AFP Sport looks at how the top teams fared in the sum-
mer market:

Liverpool
What do you give the manager who has everything?

Heading into the final days of the transfer window, it
seemed Jurgen Klopp’s desires had been well catered for
as he bolstered a squad that powered to the title last term
and won the Champions League just two seasons ago.
Klopp’s headline addition was Spain midfielder Thiago
Alcantara, who arrived from Bayern Munich in a £20 mil-
lion ($25 million) swoop. The Reds boss also spent £41
million on Wolves forward Diogo Jota, while Greek left-
back Kostas Tsimikas arrived from Olympiakos as back-up
for Andrew Robertson.

But Sunday’s astonishing 7-2 defeat at Aston Villa has
cast a fresh spotlight on Liverpool’s squad and the glare
wasn’t entirely flattering. Liverpool have conceded 11 goals
in just four league games this season, with Joe Gomez
looking especially vulnerable amid suggestions Klopp
should have brought in a centre-back to provide competi-
tion for the berth alongside Virgil van Dijk at the heart of
the defence.

Manchester City
Frustrated by the defensive deficiencies that ruined

City’s bid for a third successive title last season, Pep
Guardiola spent over £100 million on a pair of centre-
backs. Nathan Ake was signed from Bournemouth for
£41 million, but after the Dutch international was part of
a back four that conceded five goals at home to
Leicester, Guardiola decided to double down on the
position with a £61 million move from Benfica’s Ruben
Dias. Dias is regarded as a natural leader and he will
need to live up to that billing as City have looked bereft
of organisation and fight since Vincent Kompany’s
departure to Anderlecht last year. Ferran Torres’s £20
million arrival from Valencia seemed an extravagance
given City’s wealth of options on the flanks.

Manchester United
Lurching from one bungled deal to another, United

endured a troubled transfer window that added to boss
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s problems on the pitch. United’s
third place finish last season raised hopes of a big leap for-
ward fuelled by a host of star signings, but instead they
became embroiled in a protracted and ultimately unsuc-
cessful pursuit of Borussia Dortmund forward Jadon
Sancho. Ed Woodward, who takes the lead on United’s
transfer deals, also failed to land Aston Villa midfielder
Jack Grealish and Barcelona forward Ousmane Dembele.
Signing former Paris Saint Germain striker Edinson Cavani,
33, on a free transfer on deadline day smacked of despera-
tion and did little to appease frustrated fans still fuming
after Sunday’s 6-1 thrashing by Tottenham. Porto left-back
Alex Telles also arrived on Monday for £13.5 million, but
neither he nor Ajax midfielder Donny van de Beek, who
joined for £40 million in the close-season, are likely to set
pulses racing.

Chelsea
Snap judgment suggests Frank Lampard was the win-

dow’s big winner. Looking to close the gap on Liverpool,
Lampard convinced Blues owner Roman Abramovich to
bankroll a £200 million spree that landed German for-
wards Timo Werner and Kai Havertz, Ajax playmaker
Hakim Ziyech, Leicester defender Ben Chilwell, Rennes
keeper Edouard Mendy, plus Thiago Silva on a free trans-
fer. Whether Lampard will be able to gel those new sign-
ings into a cohesive unit is the question that will define
Chelsea’s season as a success or failure. —AFP

LONDON: The specter of empty stands and uncer-
tainty over future broadcast and commercial con-
tracts failed to halt the Premier League’s arms race
as clubs again splashed out more than £1 billion in
the transfer window. English top-flight clubs com-
mitted to deals worth a reported £1.2 billion ($1.5
billion), the lowest spend for a summer transfer win-
dow since 2015. However, the impact of the coron-
avirus pandemic was more marked when it came to
player sales as Europe’s other major leagues tight-
ened their belts.

Outgoings of around £400 million mean the
£800 million net spend is the second-highest on
record in a single window. “The sensible way to look
at it was that maybe the transfer market is not going
to be as buoyant as in previous years,” John Purcell
of football finance specialists Vysyble said. “What
we’ve ended up with is actually the second-highest
net spend total for a summer window ever. “When
clubs are doing these deals it tends to be a low
down-payment and then the rest of the amount that
needs to be paid is back-ended. “That suggests to
us that, firstly, the clubs are thinking this COVID sit-
uation is not going to last forever. Secondly, it is
forcing the clubs to stack up their risk exposure a
little bit further down the track.”

Barca’s bleak outlook 
In stark contrast to the Premier League’s invest-

ment, transfer spending in La Liga, Serie A and the
Bundesliga shrank dramatically. Far from going for a
new Galactico, Real Madrid did not make a single
signing. Barcelona’s dire financial figures for the
2019/20 season show why they spent most of the
summer trying to get the big salaries of Luis Suarez,
Arturo Vidal and Ivan Rakitic off their books. All
three were sold for nominal fees.

The Catalan giants saw revenue fall by an esti-

mated 203 million euros last season and expect at
least a further 60 million euro drop for the current
campaign, with more of the season played behind
closed doors. Meanwhile spending in Serie A fell by
over half a billion euros compared to the 2019 sum-
mer window, despite Juventus’ 60 million-euro
deadline day deal for Italy winger Federico Chiesa
and Napoli splashing up to 80 million euros on
Nigeria striker Victor Osimhen, according to daily
Gazzetta Dello Sport.

However, the competition for lucrative Champions
League places and the battle to remain in the top
flight is driving the need to spend in the Premier
League. Just a month into the new season, champi-
ons Liverpool have been thrashed 7-2 by Aston Villa,
while Manchester City and Manchester United have
been humiliated at home by two sides that finished
outside the top four last season - Leicester and
Tottenham.

“It’s no secret that the Premier League is getting
increasingly competitive. We used to talk about the
big four, now we talk about the big six,” said Chris
Winn, football finance expert at the UCFB Global
Institute of Sport. “As things are getting more and
more competitive, especially in this environment
where seemingly anything is possible, the last thing
that clubs want to be worrying about beyond the
uncertainty of the pandemic is the effect of relegation
or not qualifying for Europe. “The impact of that alone
could be even greater than the amounts we are seeing
spent by clubs on an individual basis this summer.”

The huge transfer fees do not even take into
account the extra financial commitments some clubs
have taken on in terms of salaries - Gareth Bale
moved to Tottenham on loan from Real Madrid and
Edinson Cavani joined Manchester United on a free
transfer. Further financial pressure comes from the
British government, which wants the Premier League

to help out clubs further down the football pyramid
who rely on gate receipts. No rescue package has
yet been agreed but failure to do so would risk
another PR disaster for the Premier League.

Liverpool and Tottenham backtracked after ini-
tially planning to use government funds to furlough
non-playing staff earlier this year. And Arsenal faced
a backlash after it was reported that the man who

played club mascot Gunnersaurus had been released
as part of cost-cutting measures on the same day
the club paid £45 million to sign Thomas Partey
from Atletico Madrid. On the field, the Premier
League has defied the COVID gloom with unpre-
dictable goalfests taking the eye off empty back-
drops. Now it is betting on that product to sustain
revenues even in a global economic crisis.—AFP 

Manchester Utd ink Cavani in late transfer dash

Premier League defies COVID
crisis to flex financial muscle

Uruguayan forward Edinson Cavani

Italy winger Chiesa 
joins Juventus in 60 
million-euro deal
ROME: Juventus have signed Italy winger Federico
Chiesa from Fiorentina in a deal worth up to 60 mil-
lion euros ($71 million), the Italian champions
announced on Monday just hours before the close
of the transfer window. Juve revealed that Chiesa
had signed on an initial two-year loan deal worth 10
million euros, after which they would buy the now
22-year-old for 40 million euros “subject to the
achievement of certain given sporting objectives by
the end of the season 2021/2022”. 

The Turin-based club added that the fee could
rise by up to a further 10 million euros “upon
achievement of further performance objectives over
the duration of the employment contract with the
player”. The transfer was revealed by Serie A on
Monday, before either club had made an announce-

ment, when it included the move among the list of
completed deals on its website.

Chiesa has reportedly agreed a five million-euro
annual salary with Juventus and had his medical in
Florence on Monday before joining the Italy squad
ahead of three matches facing Roberto Mancini’s
‘Azzurri’ over the next 10 days. He is considered one
of Italy’s hottest prospects and Juve’s interest in the
player has been no secret over the last couple of
seasons. The pacy winger scored 11 times and made
seven assists in 37 appearances in all competitions
for Fiorentina in the 2019/20 campaign.

He has played 19 times for his national team since
making his international debut in 2018, scoring
once. His arrival at Juve follows the departures of
defenders Daniele Rugani and Mattia De Sciglio to
Ligue 1 teams Rennes and Lyon respectively, as well
as Bayern Munich-bound Douglas Costa. Fiorentina
meanwhile announced that they had replaced
Chiesa with Jose Callejon, who arrives as a free
agent following his departure from Napoli in
August. Spanish international Callejon, 33, played
nearly 350 times for Napoli, scoring 82 times and
winning two Italian Cups. —AFP Italian forward Federico Chiesa

Serena says ‘underpaid, 
undervalued’ as Black 
women in tennis
LONDON: Serena Williams said she has been
“underpaid (and) undervalued” as a Black woman
in tennis, applauding the Black Lives Matter
movement for shining a l ight on entrenched
racism, according to comments published by
British Vogue magazine. The US star, who has
won 23 Grand Slam titles and been outspoken
about sexism and racism during her career, said
technology had also played a key role in high-
lighting racial discrimination and violence.

“Now, we as Black people have a voice - and
technology has been a huge part of that,” she
said in an interview for the upcoming British
Vogue November 2020 issue. “We see things that
have been hidden for years; the things that we as
people have to go through. This has been hap-

pening for years. People just couldn’t pull out
their phones and video it before. “I think for a
minute they (white people) started - not to
understand, because I don’t think you can under-
stand - but they started to see,” she added.

“I was like: well, you didn’t see any of this
before? I’ve been talking about this my whole
career. I t ’s  been one thing after another.”
Williams is among the world’s most successful
and well-known tennis stars, along with her sister
Venus, and has repeatedly highlighted the preju-
dice she has faced on and off the court. She boy-
cotted the BNP Paribas Open tournament at the
California Indian Wells resort for 14 years after
suffering racist jeers there in 2001, an incident
which she said left her crying in the locker room
for hours.

In 2018, she called out sexism after being
deducted a point for smashing her racket in frus-
tration at the US Open, with women’s tennis pio-
neer Billie Jean King praising her for exposing a
“double standard” towards female players. But
Williams, 39, told British Vogue she was proud to

represent “beautiful dark women” and hoped atti-
tudes may be gradual ly shift ing. “Maybe i t
doesn’t get better in time for me, but someone in
my position can show women and people of color
that we have a voice, because Lord knows I use
mine,” she was quoted as saying.  —Reuters

Serena Williams

Mahomes dominates 
QB Duel; Chiefs 
top Ravens
LOS ANGELES: Patrick Mahomes threw two
touchdown passes as the undefeated Kansas City
Chiefs beat the Cam Newton-less New England
Patriots 26-10 on Monday in a game postponed
by positive Covid-19 tests. The game was pushed
from Sunday after both teams reported positive
tests for the coronavirus, including New
England’s quarterback Newton. Mahomes passed
for 236 yards, completing 19 of 29 attempts and
spearheading the Chiefs to two touchdowns in
the final 16 minutes. Kansas City is the first team
in league history to start the season 4-0 four
straight years.

“You’ve seen it this season. You’ve seen it last
season. Even if you hold us down, we can go out
there and make plays when they count,” said
Mahomes. “When your number is called you have
to make plays, and I thought enough guys made
plays that we were able to get out of there with a
win.” Tyreek Hill and Mecole Hardman caught
touchdown passes for the Chiefs, both on easy
six-yard short passes from Mahomes in front of

12,700 fans at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City,
Missouri.

Chiefs safety Tyran Mathieu helped seal the
victory with a 25-yard interception and return
with 8:48 left  in the fourth quarter. So far,
Newton is the only Patriot to have tested positive
for the virus. Organizers moved the game from
Sunday to Monday so more tests could be con-
ducted. Chiefs practice squad quarterback Jordan
Ta’amu also tested positive. New England’s travel
plans on Monday were altered to allow the play-
ers to travel in two aircraft. One carried the 20
players who have had contact with Newton, who
was placed on the Covid-19 list on Saturday.

Rodgers on song 
Backup quarterback Brian Hoyer replaced

Newton but failed to get a touchdown despite
getting into scoring territory twice. Hoyer was
replaced in the third quarter by third-stringer
Jarrett Stidham, who engineered a touchdown
drive on his first possession. But Stidham also
threw two interceptions. The Patriots dropped to
2-2 on the season and are now two games back of
the Buffalo Bills in the AFC East. Damien Harris
came off injured reserve to gain 100 yards on 17
carries. Harris had missed the first three games
due to a hand injury.

The Patriots were missing running back Sony
Michel who is out with a quad injury. In the later

game, Aaron Rodgers and Robert Tonyan con-
nected on three touchdown passes as the Green
Bay Packers routed the Atlanta Falcons 30-16.
Rodgers completed 27 of 33 passes and finished
with four touchdowns for the Packers, who
improved to 4-0 on the season. Tonyan caught a
career-high three touchdowns and six passes for
98 yards. “He is a very consistent guy,” Rodgers
said of Tonyan. “Every year he is getting better.
He’s a really good player.” —AFP

KANSAS CITY: Brian Hoyer #2 of the New England
Patriots hands the ball off to Damien Harris #37 during
the second half against the Kansas City Chiefs on
October 05, 2020. —AFP


