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Amir thanks Guterres after  
UN mourns loss of late Amir 

Sheikh Sabah eulogized for his leadership, humanity, diplomacy
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of appreciation 
to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres for his 
kind speech during a special United Nations General 
Assembly session to mourn the loss of the late Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
on Tuesday.  

The Amir thanked Guterres for his kind words, 
which reflected the depth of his appreciation and 
great respect for HH the late Amir. HH Sheikh Nawaf 
hailed Guterres’ words regarding the late Amir’s out-
standing contributions in support of UN activities in 
various fields, in particular his leadership in mobilizing 
support to alleviate the suffering of refugees and 
those afflicted by natural disasters, wars and crises. 

Furthermore, HH the Amir reaffirmed Kuwait’s per-
manent support to help the organization in being 
more capable and efficient to face the challenges and 
dangers that threaten the world. HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to Guterres.  

Global delegates stood for a minute of silence at 
the UN to mourn the loss of the virtuous ruler - who 
was granted a ‘Humanitarian Leader’ award by former 
UN chief Ban Ki-moon - in memory of his legacy in 
humanitarianism, diplomacy, peacemaking and con-
flict resolution. 

Guterres described the late Amir as a distinguished 
statesman, a distinguished human being, a builder of 
bridges and a messenger of peace, saying he priori-
tized cooperation and pluralism. Throughout his reign, 
Sheikh Sabah gained everyone’s appreciation and 
respect for his outstanding leadership and commit-
ment to keeping peace.  

He was always ready to build bridges between reli-
gions, cultures and countries in the neighborhood and 
beyond, and thanks to insight, political wisdom and 
perseverance, he formed the preventive diplomatic 
line of Kuwait in the region and at the international 
level, Guterres said. Guterres indicated that Sheikh 
Sabah played a vital role in mediating, facilitating dia-
logue and spreading messages of peace, tolerance 
and coexistence, describing him as a close friend of 
the UN. His ambitious vision contributed to the devel-
opment of modern Kuwait, and his work to support 
and empower women at all levels was evident in his 
efforts to ensure the right of women to vote in Kuwait.  

The world has lost a global leader and a symbol of 
humanity, Guterres added. He expressed the UN’s 
aspiration for the continuation of the strong partner-
ship and friendship with Kuwait based on the legacy 
of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah, pledging to continue 
supporting Kuwaiti mediation efforts and its role in 
promoting peace and stability. 
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NEW YORK: The United Nations holds a session on Tuesday to mourn the loss of late Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

Falcon sells for $170,000  
 
RIYADH: A young peregrine falcon in Saudi 
Arabia has sold for more than $170,000, the 
most expensive sale ever of that type of bird and 
the costliest purchase so far at an annual 45-day 
auction of the hunting birds cherished in Gulf 
countries. The bird was sold on Tuesday for 
650,000 Saudi riyals ($173,000) by virtue of its 
unique characteristics and scarcity, the auction’s 
organizers, the Saudi Falcon Club, said in a 
statement.  The falcon, weighing 1.1 kg, was cap-
tured from the wild in Hafer al-Batin, in north-
east Saudi Arabia, the club said. —Reuters 

Iran hits new virus records 
 
TEHRAN: Iran yesterday announced temporary 
travel restrictions on five major cities including 
the capital Tehran as the country hit new single-
day records in both COVID-19 deaths and new 
infections. The measures include banning travel 
to and from the cities of Tehran, Karaj, Mashhad, 
Isfahan and Urmia from midnight until Sunday 
noon, only involving private vehicles but not 
public transportation. COVID-19 deaths num-
bered 279 yesterday as 4,830 new cases of 
infection were confirmed. The novel coronavirus 
has killed a total of 29,349 people out of 513,219 
cases in the Middle East country hardest hit by 
the pandemic. — AFP 

Pandemic caused emissions drop 
 
PARIS: Pandemic restrictions saw an unprece-
dented fall in greenhouse gas emissions in the first 
half of 2020, experts said yesterday. As govern-
ments ordered lockdowns, CO2 emissions from 
transport, power and aviation plummeted. Using 
data including hourly electricity production, vehi-
cle traffic from more than 400 cities worldwide, 
daily passenger flights and monthly production 
and consumption figures, they determined that the 
year-on-year emissions drop of 8.8 percent was 
the largest in modern history.  They noted howev-
er that emissions had rebounded to their usual 
levels by July 2020, when most nations had 
eased lockdown measures.— AFP 

KUWAIT: Police clashed with prisoners at the 
Central Prison while carrying out an unscheduled 

inspection during which some inmates were found 
with mobile phones, the interior ministry confirmed 
yesterday. The brawl left several policemen and 
inmates injured as officers used force to place the situ-
ation under control, it added. 

“Forces of the correctional institutions were carry-
ing out a sudden inspection tour at the prison and dis-
covered that some prisoners were using mobile 
phones, which is a violation of prison rules. The forces 
attempted to confiscate the phones and took legal 

action against the prisoners, but some prisoners 
refused to hand over their phones and showed resist-
ance,” the ministry said in a press statement.  

“This action resulted in some injuries among per-
sonnel and inmates,” it explained, noting that those 
injured were transferred to Farwaniya Hospital. The 
ministry said it will not allow any acts that violate rules 
and regulations inside the prison complex. “Protection 
of human rights and safety of prisoners are among [the 
interior ministry’s] priorities,” it added. 

Several police, 
inmates injured 
in prison riot

NAQOURA, Lebanon: Vehicles of the UN peacekeeping force UNIFIL are pictured 
near the border with Israel yesterday. — AFP 

NAQOURA, Lebanon: Lebanon and 
Israel, still technically at war, held 
unprecedented talks under UN and 
US auspices yesterday to settle a 
maritime border dispute and clear the 
way for oil and gas exploration within 
“reasonable time”. In a joint statement 
afterwards, the United States and the 
United Nations said the talks had 
been “productive” and that the dele-
gates had “reaffirmed their commit-
ment to continue negotiations later 
this month”.  

Following years of US shuttle 
diplomacy, Lebanon and Israel this 
month said they had agreed to begin 
UN-brokered negotiations, in what 
Washington hailed as a “historic” 
agreement. The talks, held at a UN 
peacekeeping force base in the 
Lebanese border town of Naqoura, 
lasted for around one hour and came 
weeks after Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates became the first Arab 
states to establish relations with Israel 
since Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 
1994. 

This has prompted suspicions that 
the flurry of US-sponsored diplomacy 
relating to Israel is meant to boost 
President Donald Trump in his re-
election campaign. A second round of 
negotiations will be held on Oct 28.  
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JERUSALEM: Israel approved 2,166 new homes in 
settlements across the occupied West Bank yester-
day, official figures sent to AFP showed, ending an 
eight-month lull in settlement expansion. The 
approvals came less than a month after the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain signed agreements to 
normalize relations with Israel, which in return 
pledged to freeze its plans to annex swathes of the 
West Bank. 

NGO Peace Now said the settlement uptick sig-
nals Israel’s rejection of Palestinian statehood and 
deals a blow to hopes of a wider Israeli-Arab peace. 

It said that around 2,000 more homes are expected 
to be approved today. “Netanyahu is moving ahead 
at full steam toward solidifying the de facto annexa-
tion of the West Bank,” it said in a statement ahead 
of yesterday’s decisions. 

Neighboring Jordan condemned what foreign 
ministry spokeswoman Daifalla Ali Alfayez 
described as an “unilateral and illegal” Israeli deci-
sion. Palestinian presidential spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rudeina said the Israeli move exploited the warm-
ing relations in the Gulf and “blind support from the 
Trump administration”.The Netanyahu govern-
ment’s settlement policy, he said in a statement, “will 
lead the region to the brink of the abyss”. 

The latest settlement plans, for a total of more 
than 4,000 new homes, were on the agenda yester-
day and today at a session of the top planning com-
mittee of Israel’s Civil Administration, the defense 
ministry body which oversees civil affairs in the 
occupied West Bank. Details of the approvals were 

provided to AFP by the Civil Administration 
spokesman. 

Peace Now noted that the plans were approved 
for submission by Benny Gantz, leader of the cen-
trist Blue and White party who serves as defense 
minister in a coalition government led by the 
rightwing Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. With 
Gantz’s participation, “Israel will be signaling to the 
world its bipartisan support for the end to the con-
cept of a two-state solution and a Palestinian state,” 
it said. Netanyahu was embarked on a new settle-
ment push “instead of taking advantage of the 
agreements with the Gulf states and promoting 
peace with the Palestinians”, it added. 

Excluding annexed east Jerusalem, more than 
450,000 Israelis live in Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank, alongside some 2.7 million 
Palestinians. Among settlements to grow under the 
latest approvals is Har Gilo, in the southern West 
Bank between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. — AFP  

Israel approves  
settler homes  
after Gulf deals


