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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: The Milky Way galaxy is pictured on October 13, 2020 in Kuwait’s Mutriba desert, 100 kilometers northwest of Kuwait City. 
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait’s COVID-19
cases rise by 532,
deaths by four
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s confirmed coronavirus cases
increased by 532 to 113,269, while four patients
passed away during the past 24 hours, raising the
death toll to 676, the health ministry said yesterday.
The figures include people who have come into con-
tact with infected individuals, and others whose
source of infection is currently being investigated,
read a ministry statement. There are 139 people cur-
rently receiving intensive care for the virus out of a
total 7,357 patients being hospitalized. Some 4,177
swab tests were conducted in the last 24 hours, out
of a total of 786,432 so far, the ministry said. Earlier,
the ministry revealed that 728 people have recov-
ered from the virus, upping the total number of those
to have overcome the disease to 105,236. — KUNA

Kuwait’s oil price
drops 10 cents
KUWAIT: Kuwait oil lost 10 cents during Tuesday’s
transactions to close the day at $40.83 per barrel
compared with $40.93 pb the day before, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. Brent
futures rose 73 cents to $42.25 pb and the West
Texas Intermediate gained 77 cents to $40.20 pb.
The OPEC daily basket price rose up by 11 cents to
stand at $40.68 per barrel Tuesday compared with
$41.57 pb on Monday, the OPEC Secretariat said yes-
terday. The annual price for OPEC in 2019 was rough-
ly at $52.43 pb, it added. In its monthly report, OPEC
expected in 2021 for oil to reach million 27.9 pb,
which approximately million 5.6 pb higher than it was
in 2020. The OPEC Reference Basket of Crudes
(ORB) is made up of Saharan Blend (Algeria), Girassol
(Angola), Djeno (Congo), Oriente (Ecuador), Zafiro
(Equatorial Guinea), Rabi Light (Gabon), Iran Heavy
(Islamic Republic of Iran), Basra Light (Iraq), Kuwait
Export (Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya), Bonny Light
(Nigeria), Arab Light (Saudi Arabia), Murban (UAE),
and Merey (Venezuela). — KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Nearly a quarter of a million expatriates
have left the country for good after losing their jobs
due to the coronavirus pandemic. In three months
alone till July, 167,000 expats left the country, and
according to estimates, the number could rise to
more than 1 million, reported Al-Rai Arabic daily.
Many real estate companies were directly hit by the
exodus and are suffering from low occupancy rates. 

“Many of our flats are empty; earlier we used to
have almost full occupancy, but now that many
expats have left the country, many of our flats are
without tenants,” a real estate company told
Kuwait Times. To cope with the sudden decline in
occupants, several apartment owners resorted to
cut the monthly rent by KD 20 to KD 40 per
month for new renters, although there are no dis-
counts for existing tenants. 

“I am shifting to another flat as the rent is only
KD 270 compared to KD 310 we are currently pay-
ing. The flat owner did not want to give even a KD
10 discount, so when I found an empty flat nearby, I
told my roommates that we are moving. They all
agreed, so we are going to shift next month,” said
Marz, a tenant. In order to save money, many expat
‘bachelors’ and families share apartments. “We are

three families in one flat. We all agreed to move
because it means huge savings for us,” he added. 

Two-bedroom apartments usually priced at KD
350 are now available for KD 270. Most of these
types of apartments can be found in Salmiya,
Hawally, Maidan Hawally, Farwaniya and as far afield
as Mahboula and Fahaheel. Saeed, an Egyptian
haris (building janitor), confirmed that flats in
Hawally that usually went for KD 320 are now being
rented for KD 280. A studio apartment in Salmiya
which earlier cost KD 210 is now at KD 180. 

He said there are no new takers these days
except for those already in the country prior to the
pandemic. No new people are coming in, so there
are many empty flats, and in order for the flats to be
fully occupied, they need to lower the price. “The
building owner said they want our building to be
fully occupied. We have a few empty flats and I
hope I can give more discounts,” Saeed said.

“The rent value of flats is reasonable now - it’s a
good discount compared to the price before
COVID-19,” he said. “Expats are shifting from one
flat to another for cheaper rent, but people are also
paying more if they find a location favorable to
them,” he said. 

When moving to a new building in Kuwait, the
haris usually demanded a ‘gift’ or ‘ikramiya’ of KD

60 to KD 100 and even more, but this practice has
been completely eliminated now. “Before COVID,
when I moved to our flat, I was told to pay KD 100
to the haris apart from the rent. I paid because they
said it was a tradition. But now I am not obliged to
pay anything,” Marz said. 

Expat exodus forces drop
in rents around Kuwait

Yes, and I am sorry - it is COVID-19 again!
When the coronavirus launched its total
and devastating attack towards the end of

last year, countries sounded alarms, went on the
alert and took several measures in an attempt to
contain it and keep it from invading countries
that did not have it initially. However, the virus
made it to every country and spot on the globe,
though I am not sure about the north and south
poles, but I remind you the virus can survive in
temperatures of around -50 C, so take notice! 

Still, initial measures were relatively success-
ful in keeping the number of cases low and pre-
vented the virus from spreading rapidly. This
continued for a few months and the number of
cases were going down somewhat. Meanwhile,
the economy was taking a hard beating, while a
huge backlog of work at government offices
piled up because of the abrupt halt in function-
ing, so authorities began a gradual easing of
measures on the way to restore normal life and
jumpstart the economy!

Health authorities meanwhile kept their
instructions as they are, and added to them to
prevent people from being infected and trans-
mitting the virus to others. We were warned
about a second wave of the virus, which may be
more devastating than the first, and people must
brace for it!

It seems that people who were frustrated
with the measures went out in droves, leaving
behind all that is necessary to keep themselves
from being infected, so those responsible for
disease control started to slow down the full
return to normal life and the phases started to
drag on, but eventually things progressed to
what are almost normal day-to-day activities.

Now we are experiencing the rebound of this
vicious virus that did not go to sleep for a sec-
ond. This opportunistic unseen enemy kept
searching for a weak front we created for it and
penetrated it with a vengeance. My friends, it is
us who are keeping this annoyance around. It is
because of our behavior and our lack of compli-
ance with instructions, the very simple steps that
we should take to help avoid the disease to a
very large extent!

• What is wrong with wearing a mask?!
• What is wrong in keeping a distance

between you and others?!
• What is wrong with waiting when too many

people are in an elevator?!
• What is wrong in washing hands and using

sterilizers before touching your face?!
• What is wrong with going along with com-

mon sense?!!
Governments and concerned authorities are

now thinking about reversing gears and start
reinstating strict and tough measures to gain
control over the super-spreading behavior and
practices of people. Experts can tell us what to
do, but it is we who should execute and imple-
ment. And if we do not comply, then it is only us
to blame!

I hope the message was delivered. May God
bless you all.

Corona it is!

local@kuwaittimes.com

By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my view

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has restated its
unyielding and firm positions on the issues of disar-
mament and international security by stressing that it
is not possible to attain world peace and security
unless weapons proliferation is halted. Second
Secretary of Kuwait’s Diplomatic Mission at the UN
Ibrahim Al-Dai made these remarks before the First
Committee of the UN General Assembly Tuesday.
“Attaining peace obliges all of us to seek to rid
humanity of these weapons and to provide and har-
ness material and human potential for the sake of
advancement and development,” he said.

He noted that Kuwait’s stance stems from its
respect of international agreements and treaties, and
its unwavering belief in relevant obligations, chiefly
disarmament-bearing ones. He called for reactivating
cooperation in the realm of peaceful use of atomic
energy, welcoming the success of the First Session of
the Conference on the Establishment of a Middle
East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction, presided by Jordan.
He called anew on all invited parties to join the gath-
ering in order to reach a consensual and binding
treaty in this regard, thus bolstering regional and
international security and peace.

The Kuwaiti diplomat stressed that it is essential
for countries and international organizations to
share information and expertise so as to stop the
flow of weapons to terrorist groups and entities. He
further urged the promotion of international coop-
eration in order to promote communication and
information technology security with a view to
boosting the capabilities of countries against cyber-
attacks which puts global security in jeopardy.
Finally, he hoped that open dialogue and construc-
tive dialogue would continue with the goal of ensur-
ing sustainable peace, peace and stability and
shoring up confidence and as well as reducing the
perils of weapons proliferation. — KUNA

Kuwait urges cap
on weapons flow
for world peace

NEW YORK: Second Secretary of Kuwait’s Diplomatic
Mission at the UN Ibrahim Al-Dai speaks before the First
Committee of the UN General Assembly. -—KUNA


