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News in brief

WB OKs $12bn for COVID vaccines

WASHINGTON:  The World Bank said Tuesday that it
approved $12 billion for developing countries to finance
the purchase and distribution of Covid-19 vaccines,
tests and treatment. The financing “aims to support vac-
cination of up to a billion people,” the bank said in a
statement. The money is part of an overall World Bank
Group (WBG) package of up to $160 billion through
June 2021 designed to help developing countries battle
the novel coronavirus pandemic. “This financing pack-
age helps signal to the research and pharmaceutical
industry that citizens in developing countries also need
access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines,” the
statement read.  Access to safe and effective vaccines
“and strengthened delivery systems is key to alter the
course of the pandemic and help countries experiencing
catastrophic economic and fiscal impacts move toward
a resilient recovery,” World Bank Group President
David Malpass said in the statement. —AFP

Indonesia seeks ‘equal access’ 

JAKARTA: Developing countries must have ‘equal access’
to future Covid-19 vaccines, Indonesia’s foreign minister
warned, as wealthy nations scoop up billions of doses.
Retno Marsudi said it was crucial for rich and poor nations
to work together so “we can guarantee equal access to a
safe and affordable vaccine”. “Can you imagine...if most
vaccines go to developed countries?” Marsudi told AFP in
a video interview from London. “What will be the fate of
the developing countries?” Marsudi’s comments follow an
Oxfam report last month that found a group of wealthy
nations representing just 13 percent of the global popula-
tion have already bought up more than half of the prom-
ised doses of future COVID-19 vaccines.  —Reuters

Author sued over Melania tell-all

WASHINGTON: The US Justice Department filed suit
Tuesday against a former aide to Melania Trump over her
tell-all book on the US first lady. The department said that
Stephanie Winston Wolkoff, who published the book
“Melania and Me” last month, had committed not to dis-
close information about President Donald Trump’s wife
that was gleaned from her position as a White House vol-
unteer. While Wolkoff, who worked on an unpaid basis for
Melania during 2017-2018, was not a federal employee,
the suit says she nevertheless signed an federally enforce-
able “contract” called a gratuitous services agreement. In
that agreement, she was “specifically prohibited from
publishing, reproducing or otherwise divulging any such
information to any unauthorized person or entity in whole
or in part.” She also was forbidden from profiting on what
she learned in the White House, without the approval of
White House lawyers, the suit said.  —AFP 

Lebanese Christian nomination

BEIRUT: Lebanese politician Samir Geagea, whose
Lebanese Forces party has the second biggest Christian
bloc in parliament, said yesterday it would not nominate
anyone to be the new prime minister at official consul-
tations to fill the post. Geagea’s comments came after
Sunni leader Saad al-Hariri held meetings with
Lebanese political blocs about forming a new govern-
ment that would implement a French roadmap to lift the
country from an unprecedented financial crisis.
President Michel Aoun is set to hold formal consulta-
tions today with parliamentary blocs to pick a new
prime minister.  —Reuters

MIMAI: It should have been an idyllic dotage in
coastal Florida for Gregory Zec and his wife.
Instead, they are contemplating a retirement
overshadowed by uncertainty and fear because
of a viral outbreak that has laid low friends and
family alike. Like other seniors, the 69-year-old
and his septuagenarian wife are high risk for a
raging coronavirus epidemic that has kil led
215,000 Americans and turned many of the eld-
erly against President Donald Trump in a crucial
election year.

“The big thing for me is the coronavirus
because that is killing a lot of people and it’s get-
ting worse,” said Zec, 69, who lives with his 72-
year-old wife in Sarasota on Florida’s west coast.

He said several of his friends and relatives had
fallen sick from the virus, and some ended up in
intensive care. “Looks
l ike by the end of  the
year as many people will
be dead from this  as
from World War II,” Zec
told AFP, citing projec-
tions that more the US
death toll could surpass
300,000 in the coming
months.

More than 15,300
people have died of the
disease so far in Florida.
“I don’t want to be one and I don’t want my wife to
be one,” said Zec. “The magnitude is big.” Zec
worked for 35 years in the pharmaceutical industry
and did not want to say who he voted for in 2016.
But he said there was no way he would be voting
for Trump on November 3.

The way the president dealt with his own infec-
tion, stage-managing his return from hospital to
the White House in a helicopter, did not help sway
his opinion either. “When he got off the helicopter,
I thought it was pathetic,” said Zec. “He had a lot
of spray tan on, makeup which I don’t like to see in
a man, and standing on a balcony remind me of
Benito Mussolini,” the Italian fascist leader who
allied with Nazi Germany in World War II.

Key state, but unpredictable 
Opinion polls suggest that this voting group in a

traditional Republican stronghold are slowly moving
closer to supporting Trump’s opponent, Democrat
Joe Biden.

A Quinnipiac poll on October 7 showed a com-
fortable advantage for Biden over Trump of 55 to
40 percent among voters aged 65 or over in
Florida. In addition, those who voided their ballot or
voted for a third party candidate in 2016 are leaning
toward the former vice president, said Eduardo
Gamarra, a lecturer in political science at Florida
International University.

Eyeing that shift, Biden made a flying visit to
Florida Tuesday to address seniors.  “The only sen-
ior that Donald Trump cares about is the senior
Donald Trump,” the 77-year-old Democrat told a

small gathering at a retire-
ment community center in
Pembroke Pines, north of
Miami.

“He’s never been
focused on you,” Biden
said. “You are expendable,
you are forgettable, you
are virtually nobody. That’s
how he sees this.” Gamarra
said he was nevertheless
wary of the trend toward
Biden because the election

is still three weeks away and the situation remains
“very volatile.”  Nevertheless, he said there is no
doubt that “there has been movement, especially
among the over-65s...and that is probably due to
the issue of the pandemic.” Florida, with 14 million
voters, has historically had a high proportion of old-
er citizens in the United States (20.5 percent)
because of all the pensioners who come to its balmy
climate for their retirement. 

At the same time it is crucial in elections because
it carries 29 of the 270 electoral colleges votes
needed to win the White House, and, just adding to
the suspense, its results are generally very difficult
to predict. For example, in 2000, the Republican
candidate George W. Bush won the White House by

just 537 votes in Florida, while in 2016 Trump won
the state with a margin of 1.4 points.

To see the grandkids or not 
That is why any movement in the polls, no matter

how small, can be significant. This year, said
Gamarra, the difference could be made by the small
voting community of Venezuelans, by the more
numerous Cuban-America community or even with
white Republican pensioners who have become dis-
illusioned with their party.

“Florida seniors now hold the keys to the White
House,” said Lorraine Tuliano, president of the
Orlando chapter of the Florida Alliance for Retired
Americans. “It’s been a rather devastating seven
months. We are staying home, we only go out for

necessities,” she said. “I haven’t seen my mother and
my family for seven months... I don’t think the Trump
administration understands how regular people live.”  

Seniors who backed Biden in Florida used to
stage timid rallies in his favor with small golf cart ral-
lies in The Villages, the largest retirement community
in Florida and a bastion of Trump supporters.

Vice President Mike Pence went to The Villages
on Saturday where he called on supporters not to
heed the polls and to vote to ensure that “America
remains America.” According to pictures posted
on Facebook by Democrats in The Villages, a small
airplane flew over the Pence gathering trailing a
banner for the community’s 100,000 residents to
read.  It said, “Pence is why you can’t see your
grandkids.” —AFP

Republican stronghold state slowly moving closer to supporting Biden

Growing antipathy to Trump among 
Florida’s seniors as coronavirus rages

SANFORD: Supporters of US President Donald Trump attend a Make America Great Again rally as he
campaigns at Orlando Sanford International Airport in Sanford, Florida. —AFP

Lockdowns from
China to Europe as
virus trials stumble
PARIS: As Europe imposed new restrictions to try
to stall a surging second wave of the novel coron-
avirus, hopes for vaccines to rapidly provide relief
suffered a blow Tuesday with the suspension of
two clinical trials in the United States.

China meanwhile rushed to test an entire city of
nine million within days after a minor coronavirus
outbreak in the sprawling country, and Europe
struggled to tackle a new surge of infections.

The virus is still spreading rapidly worldwide,
with over one million deaths and 37 million infec-
tions. Many nations that suppressed their first out-
breaks now face a second wave. Hopes for a rapid
vaccine rollout suffered a setback as US pharma-
ceutical firm Eli Lilly said it had suspended the
Phase 3 trial of its antibody treatment over an
unspecified incident, the second in less than 24
hours after Johnson & Johnson ran into a similar
problem.

In Europe, the Netherlands imposed a “partial
lockdown” to curb one of the region’s worst coron-
avirus surges, with all bars, cafes and restaurants to

close, and non-medical face coverings mandatory
in all indoor spaces for people aged over 13. In
Britain, Labor opposition leader Keir Starmer
called for a 2-3 week “circuit break” lockdown to
slow the rates, saying the government had “lost
control” of the outbreak having ignored stringent
measures suggested by scientific experts on
September 21.

French President Emmanuel Macron was
expected to announce tighter restrictions and
faster testing in a prime-time TV interview late
yesterday, with some media speculating Paris and
other cities could face evening curfews. 

Meanwhile China-where COVID-19 first
emerged late last year-launched a drive to test all
residents of Qingdao after a handful of cases were
detected on Sunday. More than four million sam-
ples had been collected and 1.9 million results
returned as of Tuesday afternoon, Qingdao author-
ities said, adding that no new cases had been found
beyond already confirmed infections.

Chinese officials intend to test the entire city-
around 9.4 million people-by today.

In scenes contrasting with the fumbled testing
efforts elsewhere, health workers in protective
clothing swift ly  set  up tents  and residents
queued up to provide samples. As the rest of
Europe struggled to contain the disease, Russia
also reported its highest-ever number of daily
virus deaths, at 244, and a record number of new

cases at almost 14,000.
Italy imposed new, tougher rules to control a

resurgence, including an end to parties, amateur
football matches and snacking at bars at night.
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
became the latest high-profile figure to go into
quarantine after coming into contact with an
infected person.

And Portugal’s football federation said star
striker Cristiano Ronaldo had tested positive for
the virus. —AFP

DORTMUND: People wearing protective face masks
walk in the pedestrian area in the city of Dortmund,
western Germany, yesterday amid the ongoing novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  —AFP

Nigeria youth find 
voice in police 
brutality protests
LAGOS:  Protests against police brutality in Nigeria
have brought Africa’s largest city to a standstill and
dominated social media, channeling anger among
the frustrated youth that has forced the government
to listen. From raising funds online to influencers
drawing big crowds, the campaign has topped
Twitter worldwide and received support from some
of Africa’s biggest celebrities. 

In Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt and other cities,
young protesters have sang and danced, sprayed
graffiti and snapped themselves for Instagram as they
brandish placards reading “stop police violence”, “no
justice, no peace”. “This is unprecedented,” Udo Jude
Ilo from the Open Society Initiative in West Africa
said, pointing out that protests in Nigeria are nor-
mally organized by political parties or unions. 

“Young people who are usually seen as removed
from governance were now asking the hard ques-

tions.”. The movement first targeted the police’s
notorious federal Special Anti-Robbery Squad
(SARS) after a video of an officer allegedly killing a
man went viral. The hashtag “EndSARS” was trend-
ing worldwide on Twitter late last week, part of the
campaign led by young people in Africa’s most pop-
ulous country, where the median age is 18. The gov-
ernment announced on Sunday that it was disband-
ing the unit-which has long been accused of unlaw-
ful arrests, torture and extrajudicial killings-and that
an independent body would investigate abuse. But
the government has previously promised to end the
unit and not followed through, so the protests have
continued and even spread, the country’s youth
vowing to hold the authorities accountable.

‘Learnt not to trust’ 
“It’s no news to us that things are said but not

actually done,” said Anita Izato, a young lawyer
based in the capital Abuja.  “We’ve learnt not to
trust until we see actions.” “For me it’s personal
because I have five brothers, and police usually
target young men,” said the 24-year-old, who
helped spearhead demonstrations. In a country
ruled by an entrenched elite dominated by ageing
politicians, it is most often the young who suffer

from the impact of corruption, violence and a lack
of opportunities.  Victims of police abuse in
Nigeria are often between 16 and 35 years old
according to data collected by SBM Intelligence, a
research and data consultancy. —AFP

LAGOS: A Nigerian youth seen waving the Nigerian
national flag in support of the ongoing protest against
the unjust brutality of The Nigerian Police Force Unit
named Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) in Lagos
on Tuesday. —AFP

Key state
remains

unpredictable

Record early US 
turnout with 3 
weeks to go
LUBBOCK, Texas: Texans on Tuesday joined a wave
of Americans casting ballots at a record-setting
pace, jamming early-voting polling places ahead of a
Nov 3 election showdown between Republican
President Donald Trump and Democratic rival Joe
Biden. Long lines of voters snaked out the doors and
down the sidewalks at polling places in cities around

the state, social media videos showed, with some
people showing up long before the doors opened to
claim a spot.

In Georgia, where early voting began on Monday,
people waited five hours or more to cast ballots in
record-breaking early turnout for a state that also
features two competitive US Senate races. Glitches
with Georgia’s new voting machines prolonged the
delays in some locations, voting rights groups said,
mirroring issues that led to long lines in the state’s
June primary.

With three weeks left until the election, Americans
have cast more than 10 million early votes in person
and by mail across the country, according to data
compiled by the US Elections Project. A bitter fight

for the White House and control of Congress has
helped inspire the high turnout, and many Americans
are casting ballots early to avoid Election Day
crowds amid coronavirus safety concerns. By way of
comparison, as of Oct. 16, 2016, some 1.4 million
Americans had cast early votes.

“Voting as early as possible and making sure your
vote counts is the best way to end the craziness of this
year,” said Brandon Marcy, 40, who stood in line for
45 minutes to vote for Biden at a Lubbock, Texas,
grocery store. Tina Wilson, a 58-year-old Republican,
voted for Trump in Lubbock after waiting in line for
about 30 minutes. She regularly votes early but felt a
more urgent need this year because of concerns about
the pandemic and the logistics of voting. —Reuters


