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LOS ANGELES: Atlanta first baseman Freddie
Freeman belted a two-run home run in the fourth
inning as the Braves built a big lead then held off
the Los Angeles Dodgers 8-7 in baseball’s
National League Championship Series. The vic-
tory in Arlington, Texas, on Tuesday gave the
Braves a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven series.
“This is a good ballclub we’re playing, and
they’re explosive, as we saw,” Braves manager
Brian Snitker said. “I didn’t feel good with a big
lead because these guys are too powerful. “That
is a good ballgame to win. They all are now.”

The winner of the series will take on either
the Tampa Bay Rays or Houston Astros in the
World Series. In the NLCS contest, Joey
Wendle and Hunter Renfroe each drove in two
runs in the sixth inning as the Rays moved with-
in one win of their second World Series appear-
ance with a 5-2 victory over Houston. The
Braves, trying to return to the World Series for
the first time since 1999, took charge early
against a Dodgers team that endured a big
blow with the late scratch of expected starting
pitcher Clayton Kershaw with back spasms.

His replacement, Tony Gonsolin, got off to a
solid start, retiring the first nine batters he
faced. But he gave up a walk to Ronald Acuna

to open the fourth and Freeman followed with a
homer to the right field stands off a slider from
the rookie. Freeman added a run-scoring single
in the Braves’ four-run fifth inning and the
Braves were up 7-0 before Corey Seager
smacked a three-run home run with one out in
the bottom of the seventh inning for the
Dodgers.

It still looked like Ozzie Albies’s home run in
the top of the ninth was just window dressing
for the Braves, giving them an 8-3 lead. But the
Dodgers added some drama in the ninth, when
Max Muncy hit a two-run homer off Dodgers
reliever Josh Tomlin. Cody Bellinger then deliv-
ered a run-scoring triple off Dodgers closing
pitcher Mark Melancon, who was able to induce
a ground out from Justin Turner to seal the win.
“This team has a lot of fight and we’ve done it all
year,” said Dodgers Seager. “We were one
swing, one anything away from tying that ball-
game and going into extras. This is a long series
and we are looking (forward) to the challenge.”

Rays eye World Series 
Braves starting pitcher Ian Anderson

stretched his personal post-season scoreless
streak to 15 2/3 innings, striking out five and

surrendering five walks over four innings. Five
Atlanta relievers combined to notch the final 15
outs. “The coaching staff does such a good job
of keeping you in the moment and giving you
the information you need at that time. Then it’s
up to executing. We had a good game plan,
and in the playoffs you have to keep your
opponent from scoring and we were able to do
that,” Anderson said. In San Diego, Renfroe
and Kevin Kiermaier each made a pair of ster-
ling defensive plays for the Rays, who seized a
3-0 lead in the best-of-seven AL
Championship Series.

Randy Arozarena had a double and two sin-
gles to become the first rookie with four three-
hit performances in a single playoff season. The
top seeded Rays can book a berth to the
World Series for the first time since 2008 with
a win over Houston in game four. “We have a
good chance. We will have a good show,” said
Renfroe. Renfroe made a clutch sliding catch in
right field to end the seventh inning and anoth-
er for the second out in the eighth, the latter
with the bases loaded and one out. “I knew I
had a good chance to catch it. I got a good
jump on it,” he said. “If I didn’t catch it I was
going to block it any way possible.” —AFP

ARLINGTON: Nick Markakis #22 of the Atlanta Braves scores a run against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the fifth inning in Game Two of the National League Championship Series at Globe Life Field on
October 13, 2020.  —AFP

Braves survive Dodgers scare
Rays roll over Astros to take 3-0 lead

COVID surge 
hits sport
PARIS: Football superstar Cristiano Ronaldo and
men’s golf world number one Dustin Johnson both
tested positive for the coronavirus as a surge in cas-
es cast a shadow over the return of professional
sport. Ronaldo, the 35-year-old five-time Ballon
d’Or winner, is asymptomatic but has withdrawn
from Portugal ’s Nations League game against
Sweden yesterday. He played in Sunday’s 0-0 draw
against France.

“We have respected all the health measures... and
yet it happened,” Portugal coach Fernando Santos
said. The rest of the Portugal squad, and France’s
players, have all tested negative. New Zealand also
scrapped next month’s friendly against England yes-
terday as the coronavirus played havoc with the
return of international football. America’s Johnson,
36, was forced out of this week’s CJ Cup in Las
Vegas as he became the highest-profile golfer to
test positive for Covid-19. Johnson said he was
“very disappointed”.

The positive tests by two of the world’s top ath-
letes highlight a rash of cases coinciding with the
resumption of many sports competitions in recent
weeks, often in bio-secure “bubbles” and behind
closed doors. The cases, seen everywhere from foot-
ball to cycling, rugby union, rugby league, American
football and Formula One, also mirror a surge in
Covid-19 across much of the world, including Europe
and the United States. Professional sport was brought
to a halt worldwide as the pandemic advanced in
March, threatening an industry estimated to be worth
hundreds of billions of dollars. 

Ronaldo ‘sunbathing’ 
Many competitions have now emerged from their

shutdowns, but international travel remains a major
challenge. New Zealand said travel restrictions and
quarantine measures would have made it impossible
to field a strong team at Wembley on November 12.
“Looking at the restrictions currently in place, as well
as the rising number of Covid-19 cases across
Europe, it just isn’t possible to put a competitive
squad together,” said All Whites coach Danny Hay,
adding that he was “gutted”. Ronaldo’s Juventus
team-mate Giorgio Chiellini attempted to play down

the positive test by one of the world’s best paid ath-
letes, saying the forward was “fine and sunbathing”. 

However, the incident renews controversy over his
departure from Turin, where health authorities said it was
a breach of virus protocols after two Juventus staff mem-
bers tested positive. Elsewhere, Scotland and Ireland’s
plans for crucial Euro 2020 playoff matches were also
disrupted by coronavirus cases, while others were forced
into self-isolation after team-mates tested positive.
China-based Italy forward Stephan El Shaarawy tested
positive and then negative before a friendly against the
Netherlands in Bergamo, intended as a tribute to the city
which was hard-hit by the pandemic.

Coach Pavel Hapal was among nine cases in
Slovakia’s camp ahead of the Nations League match
against Israel. And Senegal’s home friendly with
Mauritania was called off after the visitors reported
eight positive tests. England manager Gareth
Southgate, whose team played Denmark yesterday
earlier defended the decision to press ahead with
international games. “The reality of the world at the
moment is we don’t know what the rules will be. In
this day and age you have to live form week to week,”
Southgate said. “There is no reason international
football should be a higher risk.”

Bubble ‘breach’ 
American football’s National Football League

admitted the post-season could be extended after
games were moved over a cluster of cases affecting
the Tennessee Titans and New England Patriots,
including Patriots quarterback Cam Newton. In
cycling, two teams, Mitchelton and Jumbo-Visma,
were forced out of the Giro d’Italia after eight positive
cases in one day. The three-week race, now down to
21 teams, still has nearly two weeks to run. Jumbo’s
Dutch rider Jos van Emden questioned the bubble put
in place to avoid coronavirus infections, underlining
the complexity of organizing competitions during a
pandemic. 

“In the hotel buffets, there were people who were
not part of the bubble,” he told The Cycling Podcast.
In English rugby league, Salford will have to make
team changes for the Challenge Cup final against
Leeds, after two players tested positive and two were
inconclusive. A number of rugby union players, includ-
ing Italy’s Gloucester scrum-half Stephen Varney, have
also tested positive. But after the coronavirus was
contained in New Zealand, the All Blacks and Australia
will play the second Bledisloe Cup Test in front of
packed crowds in Auckland on Sunday. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: Carlos Correa #1 of the Houston Astros forces out Randy Arozarena
#56 of the Tampa Bay Rays during the ninth inning in Game Three of the American
League Championship Series at PETCO Park on October 13, 2020. —AFP


