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Crown Prince praises KFAED’s 
efforts to combat COVID-19

Sheikh Mishal meets Foreign Minister, KFAED officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah alongside Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) Director-
General Abdulwahab Al-Bader and KFAED board 
members at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness 
praised KFAED’s efforts to combat the COVID-19 

pandemic. Moreover, His Highness the Crown 
Prince gave instructions to the KFAED director and 
staff on promoting international development. His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also received Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad, the KFAED 
Director-General and board members at Bayan 
Palace yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development Director-
General Abdulwahab Al-Bader and KFAED board members. — KUNA photos

RIYADH: Guests attend the Global AI 2020 (Artificial Intelligence) Summit in the Saudi capital yesterday. — AFP 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development Director-
General Abdulwahab Al-Bader and KFAED board members. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah yesterday met Belgium’s 
Ambassador Leo Peeters on the occasion of the 
chief diplomat’s assumption of his new role. The two 

discussed bilateral relations and the latest regional 
and global developments. Assistant Foreign Minister 
for the Deputy Foreign Minister’s Office Ayham Al-
Omar attended the meeting. — KUNA

Deputy FM meets Belgian ambassador

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets Belgium’s Ambassador Leo Peeters. — KUNA

AMMAN: Kuwait ’s International Is lamic 
Charitable Organization (IICO) yesterday distrib-
uted food packages to 450 poor and deprived 
families in Jordan, bearing the name of the late 
Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan 
Aziz Al-Daihani said, from the food parcel deliv-
ery site at Hittin camp for refugees, that Kuwait 
will continue its humanitarian relief policies, which 
were established by the late Amir. Humanitarian 
action will also remain a feature under the leader-
ship of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, he underl ined. 

Consequently, the Assistant Supervisor for IIOC’s 
Office in Jordan Ziad Abu Taleb said that this 
humanitarian campaign comes as a fulfillment 
from the late Amir. Each parcel distributed con-
tained 11 essential food items, he noted. Abu Taleb 
added that IICO, in line with 26 accredited chari-
table societies in Jordan, will deliver aid to the 
deprived and poor famil ies throughout the 
Kingdom, including Palestinian and Syrian 
refugees. He thanked and expressed his gratitude 
to the Kuwaiti people, along with the philanthro-
pists in the charity for their continued benevo-
lence and generosity. — KUNA

IICO provides food to refugees in Jordan 
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has introduced, and the health ministry has benefited 

from it as part of its plan to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. Around half a million people have benefited 
from this app, director of the public health department 
and the head of the main committee of the Shlonik appli-
cation at the ministry of health, Dr Fahd Al-Ghimlas, told 
KUNA yesterday.  

The application’s aim is to follow up suspected cases of 
COVID-19 during home quarantine and those who are 
infected, Ghimlas said. The app was launched in mid-April 
2020 with the aim of following up people arriving from 
abroad during the citizens’ evacuation campaign. Its use 

was later expanded to include contacts of positive cases 
and coronavirus patients, he added.  

The app allows quarantined people to enter important 
data and report symptoms as soon as they appear so that 
medical teams can discover positive cases as quickly as 
possible and place them under appropriate medical care, 
Ghimlas said. He called on all people registered in the 
Shlonik app to follow instructions and respond to notifica-
tions sent to them, as well as abide by quarantine proce-
dures to prevent the spread of the virus. 

Kuwait’s confirmed coronavirus cases increased by 813 
to 118,531 in the past 24 hours, with seven people suc-
cumbing to the disease, raising the death toll to 721, the 
health ministry said yesterday. It said 130 people are cur-
rently receiving intensive care out of a total of 7,894 
patients hospitalized. Some 7,560 swab tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours, taking the total to 849,662 
tests. Earlier, the ministry said 718 people recovered from 
the virus, taking the total number of those who have over-
come the disease to 109,916. 

Local airlines 
propose plan...
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advanced lab machinery, or antigen tests, which can 

give results in just a few minutes at a limited cost but 
with significantly lower accuracy. Feluda, like other inex-
pensive paper-based tests being developed in other 
countries, claims to combine the accuracy of the PCR 
test with the accessibility of the antigen kits.  

It uses the gene-editing technique CRISPR-Cas9, 

which recently earned its inventors Jennifer Doudna 
and Emmanuelle Charpentier the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry. Feluda has been granted government regu-
latory approval and Health Minister Harsh Vardhan said 
last week it could be rolled out in the next few weeks 
by Indian conglomerate Tata Group. If made available 
within that timeframe, India will be one of the first 
countries in the world to begin mass use of such a test.  

The price has not been released, but local media 
said it could cost around 500 rupees ($6.80) - around 
a fifth of what a PCR test costs in New Delhi. The cur-
rent prototype requires a PCR machine for processing, 
but scientists are working on asaliva or self-swabbing 
version that can be used at home, co-founder and IGIB 
scientist Debojyoti Chakraborty said. — AFP 

India to roll  
out quick...
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Trump additionally keeps a previously unknown 

bank account in China, controlled by Trump 
International Hotels Management, according to an 
analysis of his tax records by the paper. It is one of 
only three foreign nations - including Britain and 
Ireland - in which he does so. 

The tax records show the company “paid $188,561 
in taxes in China while pursuing licensing deals there 
from 2013 to 2015,” the Times reported. Trump 

Organization lawyer Alan Garten said the company 
had “opened an account with a Chinese bank having 
offices in the United States in order to pay the local 
taxes”. “No deals, transactions or other business activ-
ities ever materialized and, since 2015, the office has 
remained inactive,” he told The Times. “Though the 
bank account remains open, it has never been used for 
any other purpose.” 

Under his “America First” banner, Trump has por-
trayed China as the greatest threat to the United States 
and global democracy. He has launched a massive 
trade war that has cost China billions of dollars, 
harangued Chinese tech firms and laid blame for the 
coronavirus pandemic with Beijing. Even so, in 2008 
Trump attempted an ultimately unsuccessful office 
tower project in Guangzhou, and in 2012 he opened a 
Shanghai office, the Times said. — AFP 

Trump records  
show Chinese...

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday launched a 
national artificial intelligence strategy aimed at mak-
ing it a global leader in the field as it seeks to diver-
sify its oil-based economy. The National Strategy for 
Data and Artificial Intelligence (NSDAI) will seek to 
attract $20 billion in foreign and local investments 
by 2030, a NSDAI statement said. 

Speaking at the opening of the kingdom’s Global 
AI Summit, the head of the Saudi Data and Artificial 
Intelligence Authority (SDAIA) - which will spear-
head the NSDAI strategy - said Riyadh would 
announce several AI partnerships. “Saudi Arabia will 
implement a multi-phase, multi-faceted plan that 
includes skills, policy and regulation, investment, 
research and innovation, and ecosystem develop-
ment,” the statement said. 

Saudi Arabia is pushing to diversify its economy 
away from oil, boost the private sector and create 

more jobs for Saudis under its “Vision 2030” plan. 
The kingdom aims to train 2,000 Saudi data and AI 
specialists over the next 10 years, SDAIA head 
Abdullah bin Sharaf Alghamdi told Reuters.  

Saudi Arabia has a strong foundation for its AI 
ambitions, based on the country’s unique scale in 
critical industries, and its position as an investment 
powerhouse. The kingdom also has a young popula-
tion and a desire for large-scale programs such as 
Vision 2030. Upcoming Saudi megaprojects includ-
ing NEOM smart city and Qiddiya entertainment 
capital will provide testbeds for advanced AI. 

The kingdom has implemented a unique data 
infrastructure with a centralized ecosystem of 
resources to support government to successfully 
complete AI initiatives, including a National Data 
Bank, G-Cloud, and a whole-government analytics 
and AI platform. 

The implementation of the NSDAI will follow a 
multi-phase approach, which will focus on address-
ing the immediate national requirements for Saudi 
Arabia until 2025, particularly the Vision 2030 
strategic development goals. From 2025 until 2030, 
Saudi Arabia will focus on developing specialisms in 
specific areas of AI, to become one of the leading AI 
and data-driven economies by 2030. — Agencies 

Saudis launch  
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