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ERIE, Pennsylvania: US President Donald Trump watches a video of Democratic presidential nominee and former Vice President Joe Biden as he holds a Make America Great Again rally as he campaigns at Erie
International Airport on Tuesday. — AFP 

Real estate mogul has constantly prioritized US commercial interests
WASHINGTON: With his insults of US allies, soft
spot for autocratic rulers and contempt for interna-
tional agreements, US President Donald Trump has
turned US foreign policy on its head over a chaotic
four years. But behind the bombast, is there in fact a
“Trump Doctrine”, a method behind the madness on
which voters will decide on Nov 3? 

Trump has embraced the term “America First”,
reflecting his campaign promises four years ago of
curbing immigration, confronting a rising China, wind-
ing down “endless wars” and renegotiating trade
deals that the tycoon charged had hurt US workers.
Colin Dueck, a visiting scholar at the American
Enterprise Institute and author of “Age of Iron: On
Conservative Nationalism”, said that Trump’s world-
view has on some core issues been strikingly consis-
tent. “I think there is a kind of Trump Doctrine, even
though it obviously doesn’t fit the usual DC pattern at
all,” Dueck said.

Dueck noted that Trump has constantly prioritized
US commercial interests and, when not appearing
alongside the security establishment, has questioned
the need for military deployments, most recently vow-
ing to speed up the US withdrawal from Afghanistan.
In style, the real estate mogul - who has boasted for
decades of his negotiating skills - has shown a will-
ingness to engage widely, putting out not just barbed
tweets but also eyebrow-raising praise.

The rhetorical whiplash has been no more stunning
than on North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, with whom
Trump said he “fell in love” a year after he mocked him
as “Little Rocket Man”. “He’s open to negotiating with
almost anybody other than ISIS,” Dueck said of
Trump. “The up-and-down ladder of escalation is

characteristic.” Even if Trump is not known to be a
student of history, Dueck said that Trump was reviving
a pre-Cold War US approach to the world. 

Leaders of Trump’s Republican Party a century ago
similarly ran on the “America First” slogan - slamming
the brakes on immigration, rejecting the fledgling
League of Nations and vigorously promoting eco-
nomic goals. “The US as an independent actor, not
thinking of multilateral commitments of having pri-
mary importance, and just looking at the world from
the point of view of does this serve American interests
narrowly defined - it was a dominant strain of
American foreign policy for generations prior to
World War II.”

Trump achievements? 
Trump, who is trailing in polls to Democrat Joe

Biden, is highlighting several international wins in
recent months after disappointments earlier in his
term. In September, the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain agreed to recognize Israel, a coup for the
Jewish state - a major cause for the Republicans’
evangelical Christian base - as Gulf Arabs and Israel
both rally behind Trump’s campaign against Iran.

Afghanistan’s government and the Taleban have
opened peace talks, although there has been no visi-
ble progress, and the administration has found limited
but growing success in coaxing nations to reject
China when adopting fifth-generation Internet. But
relations have hit rock-bottom with European allies,
which resent Trump’s coarse approach and his rejec-
tion of international diplomacy -including of the Paris
climate accord at a time when temperatures are rising
dangerously.

Iran has stepped up nuclear work and flexed mus-
cle around the region even as its economy is devastat-
ed by US sanctions unilaterally imposed by Trump. A
Pew survey found that views of the United States in
other wealthy nations had plunged to historic lows
over doubts on Trump’s leadership, especially over the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Thomas Wright, a senior fellow at the Brookings
Institution, said that Trump had few real achievements
and that his foreign policy was largely “flirting with
catastrophe”. Gulf Arabs had already been warming to
Israel for a decade, while the tougher approach on
China is part of a bipartisan consensus in Washington,
Wright said.

Impact beyond election 
On the flip side, Trump has for the first time raised

questions about US commitments to the NATO
alliance and aggravated the impact of the COVID cri-
sis, Wright said. “I think there’s uncertainty about
America’s role in the world that wasn’t there before,”
Wright said. “With a combination of Trump and
COVID, we don’t really know if we’re ever going to go
back to sort of a more open global economy,” he said.

Even if Trump loses, his impact will likely be long-
lasting for the United States and the world. He has
shattered a Republican consensus, barely questioned
in his party during George W Bush’s presidency, of
supporting robust military action, unfettered free
trade, at least modest immigration and democratic
values abroad. “Trump couldn’t have won on his own,”
Dueck said. “He needed millions of people to nod their
heads and say, actually, yeah, why are we continuing
to operate on autopilot?” — AFP 

11 Afghan women 
killed in stampede 
near Pak consulate
JALALABAD: At least 11 women were killed yester-
day in a stampede at an Afghan football stadium where
thousands of people had gathered to apply for
Pakistani visas, authorities said. The incident unfolded
at the stadium in Jalalabad city, the capital of eastern
Nangarhar province, after large crowds assembled in a
bid to secure travel permission after the nearby
Pakistani consulate resumed services following a sev-
en-month hiatus due to the pandemic.

To avoid overwhelming the visa center, applicants
had been directed to Jalalabad’s nearby football stadi-
um to hand over passports and paperwork, provincial

governor’s spokesman Attaullah Khogyani told
reporters. “Unfortunately this morning tens of thou-
sands of people had come to the football stadium
which led to the tragic incident,” Khogyani said.

Khogyani and provincial hospital spokesman Zaher
Adel put the death toll at 11 women, while Nangarhar
provincial council member Naser Kamawal said 15
people had died and 15 more were injured. Eyewitness
Abdul Ahad said women had been given priority to
stand at the front of the crowd. In ultra-conservative
Afghanistan it is customary for women to queue sepa-
rately from men.

“When the officials announced that the gates were
opening in the morning, everybody rushed to enter the
stadium to be the first to deliver their passports,” Ahad
told AFP. “The women, most of them elderly, who were
in the front fell and could not get up. It was chaotic.”

A woman who survived the stampede recalled
hearing screaming and seeing expectant mothers
among those who were in the crush. “Some had mis-
carriages,” the traumatized woman told AFP, declining
to be named. “One who had been trampled gave birth
there. We helped her but her baby was dead. (The
mother) was injured, but alive.”

Seeking medical visas 
Pakistan’s embassy in Kabul expressed “deep grief

and sadness” over the incident. “The embassy remains
committed to ensure smooth and effective manage-
ment of visa applicants at our end,” a statement read.
“We seek the understanding and cooperation of
Afghan people and authorities for better and secure
management of the Afghan visa applicants.”

Thousands of Afghans from Nangarhar and other
nearby provinces had arrived since the early morning
to apply for medical visas or to visit relatives, and hun-
dreds of policemen had been deployed at the stadium
to control the crowds. Hours after the incident, rela-
tives were seen carrying the dead in coffins from a
mortuary in Jalalabad.—AFP

Return to normal 
in abnormal world 
if Biden wins?
WASHINGTON: Joe Biden vows to revive the moral
leadership of the United States in the world if he is elect-
ed president, but after nearly four years of Donald
Trump smashing through norms, is the veteran
Democrat’s vision even possible? A senator for 36 years
and vice president for eight more under Barack Obama,
Biden will enter the White House with far more foreign
policy experience than any president in decades if he
beats Trump on Nov 3.

Trump has sought to turn Biden’s resume into a liabil-
ity and has delighted in breaking the diplomatic consen-
sus both at home and abroad by bolting from interna-
tional arrangements such as the Paris climate accord and
the World Health Organization, and praising autocratic
leaders.

For international partners aghast at Trump, the issue
is not just him but whether US voters will keep choosing
people like him, said Katrina Mulligan, managing direc-
tor for national security and international policy at the
left-leaning Center for American Progress. “For the rest
of the world,” she said, the presidential vote is also
“about whether America is really what the last election
suggests it was or whether that was an aberration.”

Mulligan said she expects a Biden administration
would move quickly to show its commitment both to
international cooperation dating from the Obama years
and to liberal values, with Biden already promising to
convene a summit of democracies in his first year. “But
(in) the bigger picture, I do not see a Biden foreign poli-
cy being a redux of an Obama-era foreign policy,” she
said. “The world has changed a lot. We’re now 20 years
away from 9/11.”

Biden has promised to move toward fighting global
challenges such as climate change and Covid-19, and has
called for a firmer line on human rights with allies such as
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Turkey, whose leaders have all
wooed Trump. Celia Belin, a visiting scholar at the
Brookings Institution who studies the Democrats, said
that Biden has advisors who have come up with fresh
ideas for a post-Trump foreign policy. But she said:
“There is a risk that Biden and some of his closest aides
are traditional internationalist, transatlantic Democrats
who see the world as it was when they left and not as it
is today.”

Some common goals 
Biden is unlikely to belittle foreign allies or threaten

war on Twitter, but he is also not the polar opposite of
Trump. Like the real estate mogul, Biden has long
emphasized his negotiating skills and personal bonds
with leaders rather than speaking in terms of grand
geopolitical strategy. Biden also sides with Trump on
several key issues. A longtime skeptic of the US war in
Afghanistan, Biden has backed a withdrawal of troops. 

In line with a rising bipartisan mood in Washington,
Biden has also called for a hard line on China over trade,
security and rights, with the two candidates trading
barbs on who would be tougher. “As Europeans, we
should not think that if there is a new American presi-
dent, the situation is as it was before President Trump
was elected,” said Clement Beaune, the French minister
of state for European affairs. “Some of the trends of the
Trump presidency - putting pressure on the EU regard-
ing its own security financing, being quite tough on
trade, the hard game played by President Trump with
China - the main elements of this, I think, will continue
somehow,” he said.—AFP

JALALABAD: Women gather outside the main entrance
gate of a football stadium following a stampede that
killed at least 11 women when people were applying
for Pakistan visas yesterday. — AFP 

Mosques in two 
French cities under 
police protection 
PARIS: French Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said yesterday he had asked local
authorities to put mosques in the cities of
Bordeaux and Beziers in southwestern France
under police protection following threats or
acts of violence. “Such actions are unaccept-
able on the soil of the Republic,” the minister
said in a post on Twitter yesterday.

France bleu radio reported on its website
late on Tuesday that leaders of the Ar-Rahma
mosque in Beziers had filed a complaint with
police following hate messages on Facebook,
including a call to set the mosque on fire. The
threats come just days after a Chechen
teenager beheaded a French history teacher
for showing caricatures of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in class in a middle school
northwest of Paris.

France bleu displayed a Facebook message,
which has since been deleted, urging that
homage be paid to the murdered teacher by
torching the Beziers mosque. Prime Minister
Jean Castex told parliament on Tuesday that
France was in need of a law against endanger-
ing the lives of others via social media net-
works. — Reuters 


