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Ooredoo Kuwait 
launches its 
‘Shamel Pro’ 
KUWAIT:  Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce
innovative digital services in Kuwait, launched its all-
new “Shamel Pro” on 19 October 2020. The launch-
ing event took place at Ooredoo’s headquarters, at
Ooredoo Tower, Kuwait City.  The hard work of
Ooredoo’s team has paid off as they have proudly
stated that they gained more than 1,000 new
“Shamel Pro” customers in the first two days of its
launching. Ooredoo Kuwait never ceases to amaze
its customers with its constant captivating products
and services, and “Shamel Pro” takes Ooredoo’s dig-
ital customer experience to the next level through its
three different plans that were designed and built
around the needs and passions of the local consumer
market be it travelling, gaming or entertainment.

The launching event showcased Shamel Pro’s
innovative features, as well as kept the guests enter-
tained with engaging activities and complimentary
gifts such as; latest devices, digital services vouch-
ers, Huawei routers, Arlo cameras, and more. 

At the “Shamel Pro” launch event, officials from
Ooredoo Kuwait including Abdulaziz Al-Babtain -
Chief Executive Officer; Tapan Tripathi - Chief
Marketing Officer; Mijbil Alayoub - Senior Director,
Corporate Communications; - Yousef Al-Shallal -
Director of Marketing; and Fatemah Dashti - Senior
Manager, Corporate Communications, gave the
attendees insights and information on the all-new
“Shamel Pro”, including its three different plans;
Shamel Pro 25, Shamel Pro 35, and Shamel Pro 45,
and their unlimited benefits. 

Starting at KD 25, “Shamel Pro” features various
benefits including; getting the latest devices, enjoy-
ing premium numbers, allowing flexible device
installments in which customers can choose the
installment period ranging from 3 to 36 months, no
Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) charges in which extra
charges will not be applied when customers exceed
local talk time and SMS usage of their base plan,
purchasing any device on cash at the best price in
the country, and more. “Shamel Pro” will be avail-
able to both new and existing Ooredoo Kuwait cus-
tomers with monthly plans starting at just KD 25 for
non-stop 5G internet, non-stop local calls and
roaming internet, and up to KD 720 gift from
“Shamel Pro” partners including; Anghami, STARZ-
PLAY, OSN, and other trending digital services
vouchers.  

“Our aim as Ooredoo is to become the leading
integrated communications provider in Kuwait
catering to all customers’ needs and with the launch-
ing of “Shamel Pro”, we take yet another step
towards leading innovation” said Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain, Chief Executive Officer - Ooredoo Kuwait. 

“Adopting new innovative strategies that deliver
the ideal digital experience is the road ahead in
delivering an effective and efficient customer experi-
ence. Indeed, creating value for our customers is a
key success factor for us at Ooredoo” Al-Babtain
added. Beyond entertaining guests, the launching
day showcased Ooredoo’s commitment and ability
to deliver the brand promise of “enriching people’s
digital lives”. Ooredoo keeps creating and improving
its products and services based on customers’
changing demands, delivering personalized online
services and optimal product portfolios. 

OSTEND, Belgium: Britain’s departure from the
European single market will disrupt many long-stand-
ing economic relationships and could yet devastate one
of the oldest-the Belgian fishing fleet’s work in UK
waters. In 1666 — three centuries before Britain joined
the European Union-King Charles II granted the
Flemish city of Bruges the right to send 50 boats to fish
off England in perpetuity.

Since then the port of Bruges has silted up, the
world’s seas have been divided into exclusive economic
zones under a United Nations convention and the
European Union has launched a common fisheries poli-
cy. But Britain left the EU in January, and negotiators
have failed so far to agree on a new way to assign fish-
ing quotas as it regains its status as an independent
coastal state.

This could end the fishing relationship, sealed by a
grateful English king returning from exile in the Low
Countries, that remains a way of life and an economic
lifeline for the Flanders coast. The life of 50-year-old
Robert Campbell, a deckhand on the trawler Den
Hoope, is itself as much a symbol of the bond as the
17th Century “Fisheries Privilege” charter in Bruges’
civic archive.

Robert is now Flemish, but he was born in an English
fishing port, where his father died when he was young.
“My stepdad was also a fisherman,” he told AFP as the
six-strong crew unloaded crates of sole and plaice on
the dockside. “He always fished in English waters, went
in English harbors.

“He met my mother and we all came to Belgium
when I was five years old,” he said. Robert joined a
boat when he was 15 and has worked in British waters
from a Belgian port ever since. The fishing strategy that
brought his family together continues to this day. 

The Den Hoope’s catches from Dutch or Danish
waters are landed in Ostend, but once their 12 tons of
fish and crabs are unloaded here they set sail for
Britain. When the hold is once more crammed with fish
they will land in Liverpool, northwest England, or
Milford Haven or Swansea in Wales, to unload while
their haul is fresh.

The catch is then transported in lorries through
England and the Channel Tunnel and then on to

Belgium to be sold at auction in Ostend, the boat’s
home port.

Belgium’s fishermen, therefore, face two threats from
Brexit. If the small fleet loses its access to British
waters-the source of between 50 and 60 percent of its
revenue-it could simply become unviable, the boat
owners’ association warns. And even if the tortuous
negotiations throw up a deal that preserves Belgium’s
quotas, the return of a customs and regulatory border
at the Straits of Dover will cause traffic jams.

‘Think about us’ 
Hundreds or even thousands of trucks will have to

wait for the tunnel and cross-Channel ferries, and if
the fish doesn’t make it back to Ostend shortly after it
is landed, it won’t be fresh. Marc Vieren, an official
with the Rederscentrale, a professional association
that represents boat owners, says the industry could
perhaps survive losing access to inshore fishing within
Britain’s 12-mile limit. But if Brexit closes the deeper
waters of Britain’s maritime economic zone, “it’s a
catastrophe for us.”

The best of the rays and turbots landed by the Den
Hoope go to restaurants like the seafront eateries on
the other side of the Noordede river in Ostend’s beach
resort. But these have been closed by the coronavirus
lockdown, and prices have fallen 20 percent since last
Friday. The fleet has left some boats idle to avoid flood-
ing the market.

Before the epidemic, the Belgian boats were having
a good year, and the Ostend owners have ordered at
least three new vessels from a Dutch boatyard. One is
already at the quay being fitted out.

“If they say that we can’t fish in the English waters
any more, all the ships, all the owners of the ships,
they’ll have to sell,” says Campbell.  “All the people that
sail in them, the houses that they bought, it’s going to all
go down. I don’t know if the ministers and the politi-
cians can give us the money, I don’t think so. “No deal?
Nobody knows what it means ‘no deal’. Only the politi-
cians know,” he exclaims. “I hope they think about us.”

‘No survival possible’ 
Emiel Brouckaert, director of the boat owners’

Rederscentrale, says his association has teamed up
with colleagues from other EU nations as the
European Fisheries Alliance to lobby for a solution.
The industry has had direct contact with EU nego-
tiator Michel Barnier and has the backing of the
Flemish and Belgian governments-despite its rela-
tively small size in the Brexit puzzle.  

“It’s true that with our colleagues we’ve been
able to push the sector to the front,” he told AFP in
Zeebrugge. “When you look at the balance sheet, in
terms of gross national product, it’s not that great.
But it’s clear that no survival is possible if we don’t
have access to British waters.”

For the moment, in public at least, the EU lead-

ership-especially President Emmanuel Macron’s
government in Paris-has stood up for EU fishing
against British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
brinksmanship. There can be no question, French
and Dutch officials say, of leaving the fishing
question until last in the Brexit talks in the hope of
using it as a bargaining chip to secure a last ditch
trade deal.

But time is running out, and-in the spirit of the
1666 charter-Brouckaert’s team wants to treat fish-
ing as separate from the broader picture of EU-UK
ties. “As soon as there’s the certainty of a ‘no deal’,”
he said. “We need to talk specifically about fishing
... to re-establish our rights.”  —AFP

UK departure from EU single market to disrupt economic ties

Brexit waves threaten to wreck 
Belgian fishing in British waters

Belgian fishermen are worried that if the UK leaves the EU single market without a fishing quotas
agreement, their industry will be devastated. —AFP

US banks sweat 
regulatory exposure 
from pandemic loans
BOSTON/NEW YORK/WASHINGTON: Banks that
facilitated the US government’s Paycheck Protection
Program at first saw the effort as a small revenue
booster with a patriotic bonus, shepherding $525 bil-
lion in loans to businesses slammed by the fallout of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

But as taxpayers begin to take on the cost of for-
giving those loans, lenders like JPMorgan Chase &
Co, Wells Fargo & Co and Bank of America Corp, are
girding for what is likely to be years of regulatory
scrutiny for their role in doling out the money,
according to industry insiders, securities filings and
government watchdogs. “The sense of anxiety is
high,” said Vivian Merker, a management consultant
to financial services firms at Oliver Wyman in New
York. “They are gearing up for years of requests
from regulators and there’s still reputational risk from
PPP fraud even if they did all the right things to fol-
low program rules.”

Banks participating in the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) issued more than 5.2 million loans, to
be repaid by the government as long as borrowers

demonstrated financial need and used most of the
cash to make payroll. Fraud by borrowers popped up
almost as quickly as the program, overseen by the
Small Business Administration (SBA), began in April.
The Department of Justice has so far brought
charges against 82 individuals in 56 cases for around
$250 million in loans, according to a review by the
Project On Government Oversight.

So far, the burden on lenders has mostly been
administrative. One veteran attorney who advises
major banks on compliance matters said clients were
responding to as many as 20 law enforcement sub-
poenas a week, producing documents and making
employees available for interviews.

There is increasing concern, though, that the
lenders themselves will face legal challenges over
PPP, already leading to internal compliance reviews,
investor warnings and even the outright sale of loan
portfolios, according to public statements and people
familiar with the situation.

At least four banks have warned investors in
shareholder filings about PPP regulatory and legal
risk. Bank of America, for example, said in a July filing
that its participation in government stimulus pro-
grams “could result in reputational harm and govern-
ment actions and proceedings, and has resulted in,
and may continue to result in, litigation, including
class actions.”

“We fully cooperate with government inquiries,”
said Bill Halldin, a Bank Of America spokesperson.

Possible hazards
Among the possible hazards, experts have pointed

to potential violations of the program’s first-come,
first-served application rules, disadvantaging minori-
ty-owned and women-owned businesses; maintaining
adequate documentation, especially for loan forgive-
ness applications; and abiding by broader “know your
customer” rules, which could have spotted more
fraud. Congress passed the $2.2-trillion Cares Act
bailout in March which included nearly $350 billion
for PPP loans, with the pot later increasing. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: Banks that facilitated the US govern-
ment’s Paycheck Protection Program at first saw the
effort as a small revenue booster with a patriotic
bonus, shepherding $525 billion in loans to business-
es slammed by the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic.

US offers telecoms 
financing to Brazil
to buy 5G equipment 
BRASILIA/WASHINGTON: The US government
stepped up an offensive on Tuesday to keep China’s
Huawei Technologies out of Brazil’s 5G market, with
Washington offering to finance purchases by
Brazilian telecom companies of equipment from its
competitors.

During a visit to Brasilia, officials of the US
International Development Finance Corporation
(DFC), the US EXIM bank and the National
Security Council told reporters that funding was
available to buy equipment from other companies.

The US delegation was headed by National
Security adviser Robert O’Brien, who met with
Bolsonaro before they attended the signing of an
EXIM bank financing agreement that identifies
areas of business cooperation that includes 5G tele-
coms. In Washington, top US officials urged Brazil

to carefully monitor Chinese investments in Brazil
and moves by Beijing to expand its influence in
Latin America’s largest economy through sale of 5G
technology by Huawei. China’s Embassy in Brazil on
Twitter accused the United States of seeking a net-
working “monopoly,” but said it believed most
countries would remain independent and make their
own decisions regarding 5G. US Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer said trade agree-
ments reached with Brazil on Monday would pave
the way for further negotiations on steel, ethanol
and sugar, and promote greater US investment as
Washington moves to provide a counter-weight to
China’s expansion in the region.

“I would say clearly there is a China element ...
in everything that all of us do,” Lighthizer told an
event hosted by the US Chamber of Commerce.
“China has made a very significant move in
Brazil. They’re Brazil’s biggest trading partner, so
it’s something that we’re concerned about.”
Lighthizer’s remarks were part of a full-court
press. White House economic adviser Larry
Kudlow said Washington had urged Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro and other Brazilian offi-
cials to keep a close watch on China’s invest-

ments and advanced technologies.
“We have encouraged Brazil .. to try to work

together to make sure that we watch China care-
fully with respect to all manner of technology and
telephoning and 5G,” he told the event. “We have
taken actions here in the States; we continue to
move, and it is my great hope that Brazil will move
with us,” he added. —Reuters

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro and US National
Security adviser Robert O’Brien.

EU ministers back 
farm reform with 
environment rules
BRUSSELS: European Union ministers agreed
yesterday to overhaul its big budget farm policy
with tighter rules to protect the environment and
fight climate change but environmentalists were
not impressed. The new policy adopted by the 27
EU countries will now be negotiated with the
European Parliament, which this week will vote on

its own proposals.
“After a long struggle, we have reached a crucial

agreement,” German Agriculture Minister Julia
Klockner said after two days of talks in Luxembourg.
Klockner said there was a “good balance” in achiev-
ing a Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) that is
“greener, fairer and simpler.”

Leading climate change activist Greta Thunberg
however dismissed the deal as a sellout which “basi-
cally means surrender on climate & environment.”
“No awareness means no pressure and accountabili-
ty so the outcome is no surprise. They just don’t
care,” Thunberg said in a tweeted message. The
member states and members of the European
Parliament must decide over the next few months on

rules that will apply from January 2023.
The European commissioner for agriculture

Janusz Wojciechowski said the deal was “a good
starting point” for these negotiations, suggesting a
“good compromise” could be reached.

With a budget set for around 387 billion euros
over seven years, the CAP accounts for the biggest
share of EU spending. Under the agreement, all farm-
ers will be forced to respect stricter environmental
regulations if they want to benefit from financial aid.

Small farms will be subjected to simple checks
“which would reduce the administrative burden,
while guaranteeing at the same time their contri-
bution to environmental and climate objectives,”
it says. —AFP


