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US, Israeli officials in ‘historic’  
first commercial flight to UAE

Plane crosses Saudi airspace • Kushner urges Palestinians to negotiate 

ABU DHABI: Senior US and Israeli officials landed 
in the United Arab Emirates yesterday on a historic 
trip to finalize a pact marking open relations 
between Israel and the Gulf state, and they told 
Palestinians it was now time for them to negotiate 
peace. White House senior adviser Jared Kushner 
also said on arrival that Washington could maintain 
Israel’s military edge while advancing its ties to the 
UAE, the Arab world’s second largest economy and 

a regional power. 
The word “peace” was written in Arabic, English 

and Hebrew on the cockpit of the El Al flight that 
landed at the VIP terminal in the Emirates capital 
where US flags flew alongside the Star of David ban-
ner. The landmark direct flight by Israel’s national 
carrier, numbered LY971 in a nod to the UAE’s inter-
national dialing code, is due to return today with the 
number 972, matching Israel’s dialing code. 

In apparently unrelated incidents, two blasts at 
restaurants in Abu Dhabi and Dubai killed three peo-
ple earlier in the day in what authorities said were the 
result of gas malfunctions. The Abu Dhabi govern-
ment told residents “to avoid spreading rumors” 
about the blasts, and “use official news sources”. 

Announced on Aug 13, the normalization deal is 
the first such accommodation between an Arab 
country and Israel in more than 20 years and was 

forged largely through shared fears of Iran. 
Palestinians were dismayed by the UAE’s move, see-
ing it as a betrayal that would weaken a long-stand-
ing pan-Arab position which calls for Israeli with-
drawal from occupied territory and acceptance of 
Palestinian statehood in return for normal relations 
with Arab countries. Kushner said Palestinians should 
not be “stuck in the past”. 
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(Left) A US-Israeli delegation led by US Presidential Adviser Jared Kushner disembarks from an El Al airliner upon landing yesterday at Abu Dhabi airport. (Center) A screen onboard the aircraft displays a map showing the 
flight route from Israel to Abu Dhabi. (Right) An Emirati man wears a protective mask with the flags of the US, Israel and the UAE ahead of the arrival of the first commercial flight from Israel to the UAE. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 

KUWAIT: The National Assembly budgets 
committee yesterday approved the state budget 
after introducing changes due to lower oil 
prices and also approved budgets of independ-
ent public agencies. But it only approved the 
final accounts of just five such agencies, the 
head of the panel said. MP Adnan Abdulsamad 
said the fiscal year’s budget deficit is projected 
at KD 14 billion even after the Assembly last 
week issued a law suspending the 10 percent 
deduction of public revenues in favor of the 
future generations fund.  

Abdulsamad said the committee postponed 
the approval of the final accounts of most gov-
ernment bodies because of certain remarks 
against them. He said the panel refused to 
approve the final accounts of the state because 
the government failed to apply recommenda-
tions made by the committee in previous years. 

The committee however approved the final 
accounts of five establishments and agencies 
because they will supply some KD 1.44 billion in 
much-needed cash to the state reserve fund, he 
said. The accounts of Kuwait Petroleum Corp 
were one of those approved. Abdulsamad said 
the income of KPC and its subsidiaries is pro-
jected to drop by KD 9.5 billion or 44 percent 
to KD 12 billion as a result of the sharp drop in 
oil prices and reduced production due to the 
OPEC+ deal. 

He said spending by KPC and its companies 
is projected to drop by 45 percent to KD 11 bil-
lion. As a result, net profits by KPC and its com-
panies are estimated to decline by 36 percent to 
KD 938 million. Abdulsamad said revenues in 
the fiscal year 2020/2021 are projected to slide 
by 53 percent to just KD 7.5 billion, of which oil 
income is estimated to make up 75 percent and 
the rest will be supplied by non-oil sources. 
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Budget deficit  
projected at  
KD 14 billion LONDON: British counterterrorism police yester-

day released two men - including a bedoon man 
from Kuwait - held after a “security threat” aboard 
a Ryanair flight that led to fighter jets being scram-
bled to intercept it. Police said the 34-year-old man 
from Kuwait and a 48-year-old man from Italy were 
released without charge following their detention 

late Sunday when the flight from Vienna landed at 
Stansted airport. Late yesterday, Kuwait’s Embassy 
in London said the passenger who was apprehend-
ed is not a Kuwaiti national but an illegal resident 
(the term used by the Kuwaiti government to refer 
to stateless persons or bedoons).  

Officers from the Eastern Region Special 
Operations Unit (ERSOU) had held the men under 
terrorism legislation after a “suspicious object” - 
later said to be a mobile phone - was found in the 
plane’s toilet. “We understandably take any reports 
of suspicious objects or behavior on flights very 
seriously and thankfully on this occasion there was 
no cause for concern,” Detective Superintendent 
Andy Waldie, head of ERSOU’s Counter Terrorism 

Policing unit, said. 
The incident prompted the Royal Air Force 

(RAF) to launch two Typhoon fighters from a base 
in nearby Lincolnshire “to intercept a civilian air-
craft” and escort it to Stansted. A spokesman for 
budget carrier Ryanair said its crew had been alert-
ed to a “potential security threat on board”.  

“In line with procedures, the captain informed 
UK authorities and continued to London Stansted, 
where  the aircraft landed normally and taxied to a 
remote stand where passengers disembarked 
safely,” said the airline. “Passengers in London 
Stansted waiting to depart to Vienna were trans-
ferred to a spare aircraft to minimize the delay to 
their flight.” — Agencies 

UK police free  
bedoon after  
‘security threat’

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s under-fire political leaders 
yesterday designated a new prime minister, the 
diplomat Mustapha Adib, to tackle the country’s 
deep political and economic crisis, hours before 
French President Emmanuel Macron was due to vis-
it. Mustapha Adib, 48, Lebanon’s former envoy to 
Germany, acknowledged in a televised speech that 
there is “a need to form a government in record time 
and to begin implementing reforms immediately”. 

He vowed to resume talks with the International 
Monetary Fund for assistance to the country, which 
is in the throes of its worst economic crisis since the 
1975-1990 civil war and was traumatized by Beirut’s 
deadly Aug 4 explosion. “I want your trust,” an AFP 
correspondent heard him tell a resident of Beirut’s 
badly-hit Gemmayzeh neighborhood afterwards, 
during a tour of the area devastated by the blast 
that rocked the city and further shook confidence in 
the political class. 

Macron, who had toured the area two days after 
the disaster, was due to return yesterday and was 
expected to renew his calls for a radical overhaul of 
the country’s complex, sectarian political system. 
Macron had demanded “deep change” and warned 
then he would check on progress when he returned  
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BEIRUT: A wounded man takes a picture with new-
ly-designated Prime Minister Mustapha Adib during 
his tour of the badly-hit Gemmayzeh neighborhood 
yesterday. — AFP 

LEH: An Indian fighter jet flies over a mountain range in the capital of the union 
territory of Ladakh yesterday. — AFP 

New Lebanon  
PM-designate  
vows reforms

NEW DELHI: India and China 
accused each other yesterday of mili-
tary provocation on their contested 
Himalayan border where a deadly 
showdown erupted in June - even as 
commanders from the two sides held 
talks aimed at easing tensions. China’s 
military said Indian troops had 
crossed the border yesterday near 

Pangong Tso, a lake at 4,200 m, and 
engaged in “open provocation and 
caused the border situation to 
become tense”.  

“The Chinese military is taking 
necessary countermeasures,” the 
People’s Liberation Army’s regional 
command said in a statement, accus-
ing India of “seriously violating 
China’s territorial sovereignty”. 
Earlier yesterday, India’s defense 
ministry said Chinese troops had 
“carried out provocative military 
movements to change the status quo” 
in the eastern Ladakh region over the 
weekend. 
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