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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah dis-
cussed with the Ambassador of the United States to Kuwait Alina L 
Romanowski ways to improve cooperation in the medical field between 
the two countries. During their meeting yesterday, the two sides dis-
cussed plans and programs for training doctors and health care 
providers, in addition to exchanging experiences, protocols, and work 
policies, as well as strengthening the infrastructure to deal with emer-
gencies, the Ministry of Health said in a press release. 

Furthermore, the two sides discussed areas of cooperation between 
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Health and US medical institutions and centers, 
and prospects for future cooperation to strengthen bilateral relations 
in various medical fields and develop joint health programs and strate-
gies, the ministry added. “The discussions were held as part of the min-
istry’s plans and programs to strengthen international cooperation,” 
said Dr Rehab Al-Watyan, Director of the International Health 
Relations Department at the Kuwaiti Ministry of Health. She further 
stressed that both sides expressed keenness to boost joint programs in 
line with the friendly relations between the two countries, as well as 
Kuwait’s future visions for health care development. — KUNA

Kuwait, United States discuss 
boosting health cooperation

Minister, envoy talk plans to train doctors, health care providers

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah meets with 
the Ambassador of the United States to Kuwait Alina L 
Romanowski. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem at Dar Al-Yamama yesterday. —  KUNA

BEIRUT:  President Michel Aoun meets Prime Minister-Designate Mustapha Adib (right) and Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Berri at the presidential palace in Baabda yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s inflation rate in 
July rose by 1.92 percent on a year-
on-year basis, the Central Statistical 
Bureau (CSB) said yesterday. In its 
monthly report, CSB noted that the 
inflation rate rose by 0.43 in July 
compared with the previous month. 
The benchmark of the first group of 
commodities, food and beverages, 
climbed by 3.74 percent compared to 
2019. Likewise, the main index of the 
second group, tobacco and cigarettes, 
by 3.29 percent. The clothing index 
increased 3.27 percent, annually as 
housing services remained 
unchanged. Inflation in the fifth group, 
home furnishings, moved up by 2.02 
percent. Similarly, did healthcare, 1.47 
percent and transport with a 0.32 per-

cent rise. The index of telecommuni-
cations also increased by 3.20 per-
cent, along with entertainment and 
culture, 0.82 percent and education, 
1.72 percent. Elsewhere, restaurants 
and hotels was the only sector to have 
witnessed a downturn, dropping by 
0.08 percent, with commodities and 
other services climbing by 5.54 per-
cent. The benchmark of consumer 
prices is a tool to measure prices in 
general, whether being on a monthly 
or yearly basis. It is also used to 
measure growth or economic reces-
sion, which the state may take into 
consideration, when making decisions 
regarding economic, commercial sec-
tors and to map out monetary and 
financial policies. — KUNA

Inflation in Kuwait up 
by 1.92 percent in July

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways has formed a 
new board of directors in a meeting led 
by Chairman Ali Al-Dukhan, the state 
carrier said yesterday. Faisal Al-Ghareeb 
was appointed during the meeting as 
Deputy Chairman of the Board, while 
the remaining board members, who will 
each serve a three-year term, were also 
selected, according to a statement by 
the a ir l ine . The move comes after 
Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan’s 
decision on Thursday for restructuring 
the national carrier’s board. Chairman 
Dukhan was quoted in the statement as 
saying that the airline “enters a new 
era.” The new board is “full of ambition 
and ready for challenges, particularly in 

light of the current circumstances that 
the commercial aviation sector faces 

globally due to the coronavirus pan-
demic,” he said. — KUNA

Kuwait Airways 
new board holds 
first meeting

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways’ new board of directors meets yesterday. — KUNA
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“They have to come to the table. Peace will be 

ready for them, an opportunity will be ready for them 
as soon as they are ready to embrace it,” said Kushner, 
part of a US delegation that accompanied Israeli offi-
cials on the first official Israeli flight from Tel Aviv to 
the UAE. Kushner and national security adviser Robert 
O’Brien head the US delegation. The Israeli team is led 
by O’Brien’s counterpart, Meir Ben-Shabbat. 

Israel and the United Arab Emirates will discuss 
economic, scientific, trade and cultural cooperation on 
the visit. Direct flights between the two countries will 
also be on the agenda, an Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman told Al Arabiya television after landing in 
Abu Dhabi. Even before landing, the delegates made 
aviation history when the Israeli commercial airliner 
flew over Saudi territory on the direct flight from Tel 
Aviv to the UAE capital. “This is the first time this has 
ever happened. I would like to thank the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia for making that possible,” Kushner said. 

“That’s what peace for peace looks like,” 
Netanyahu tweeted, describing a deal for formal ties 
with an Arab state that does not entail handover of 
land that Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East war. 
Israeli officials hope the two-day trip will produce a 
date for a signing ceremony in Washington, perhaps as 
early as September, between Netanyahu and Abu 
Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan. That could give US President Donald 
Trump a foreign policy boost ahead of his re-election 
bid in November. 

The Trump administration has tried to coax other 
Sunni Arab countries concerned about Iran to engage 
with Israel. The most powerful of those, Saudi Arabia, 

while opening its airspace to the El Al flight, has sig-
naled it is not ready. On board the packed airliner, pas-
sengers were welcomed in Arabic as well as English 
and Hebrew, a gesture marking the historic flight. 

“Wishing us all salaam, peace and shalom, have a 
safe flight,” the pilot, Captain Tal Becker, said on the 
intercom, in Arabic, English and Hebrew, using all three 
languages to also announce the flight number and 
destination. Like all El Al 737s, the aircraft was 
equipped with an anti-missile system, an Israeli 
spokesman said, and carried security agents of the US 
Secret Service and the Israeli Shin Bet. 

Israel’s health ministry had late Sunday updated 
its list of “green countries” with low coronavirus 
infection rates to include the UAE and eight other 
countries. The change meant the Israeli officials and 
journalists travelling to Abu Dhabi would be exempt-
ed from a 14-day quarantine upon return. 

Palestinian leaders expressed anger at a deal 
which they believe further erodes their struggle for 
an independent state. “Peace is not an empty word 
used to normalize crimes and oppression. Peace is 
the outcome of justice,” politician Saeb Erekat said 
in a tweet. “Peace is not made by denying 
Palestine’s right to exist and imposing an apartheid 
regime. Apartheid is what Netanyahu means by 
“peace for peace.” 

The Islamist Hamas group, which controls the 
Palestinian enclave of Gaza, also condemned the 
UAE. The flight represented a “stab in the back of the 
Palestinian people, a prolonging of the occupation, 
and a betrayal of the resistance of the (Palestinian) 
people,” Hamas said in a statement.   

Hours before the plane landed, three people were 
killed and several others were injured in two separate 
explosions in Abu Dhabi and UAE tourism hub Dubai, 
police and local media said. The Abu Dhabi govern-
ment media office said two people were killed in the 
blast in the capital, which the National daily reported 
hit KFC and Hardee’s restaurants, which are located on 
a main road leading to the airport.— Agencies 
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The huge deficit came as a result of calculating oil 

prices in the budget at just $30 a barrel, as recom-
mended by KPC and the finance ministry, even 
though the price of oil currently hovers around $45 a 
barrel, which is 50 percent higher than estimates, 
Abdulsamad said. The lawmaker said the decision to 

adopt a low oil price comes as a precautionary meas-
ure, adding that if oil prices were adopted at $45 a 
barrel, the deficit would have been lower.  

Spending in the budget is estimated at KD 21.5 bil-
lion, around four percent lower than the previous year 
despite adding KD 500 million in expenditures for 
countering the coronavirus crisis, in addition to KD 
240 million to double the support for Kuwaitis work-
ing in the private sector. Abdulsamad said wages and 
related expenditures are estimated to make up some 
56 percent of total public spending, while subsidies 
are estimated to make up some 17 percent or KD. 3.5 
billion. Capital spending on projects is estimated at 
KD 2.8 billion or 13 percent of total spending.

Budget deficit  
projected at...

Continued from Page 1 
 
for the Sept 1 ceremony marking the centenary of 

Greater Lebanon, expected to be a glum commemora-
tion. On the eve of the centenary, many citizens were 
planning to leave the country and asked whether 
Lebanon would live to be 101. President Michel Aoun 
and his political ally, Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah, both expressed willingness in speeches 
Sunday to change the way Lebanon is governed. The 
85-year-old Aoun, a hate figure to Lebanon’s large 
protest camp which regards him as deaf to calls for 
change, even urged the proclamation of a secular state. 
Speaker Nabih Berri, also reviled by demonstrators, 
followed suit yesterday by urging change to the coun-
try’s confessional political system, which he labeled 
“the cause of all ills”.  

Already dismissed by the opposition movement as a 
product of Lebanon’s reviled sectarian-based politics, 
Adib faces the daunting task of steering the state 
through one of the deepest crises of its troubled 100-
year history. The Beirut blast, one of the largest non-
nuclear explosions in history, is widely blamed on gov-
ernment incompetence and greed and compounds the 
collapse of Lebanon’s economy over the past few 
months. 

A vast stockpile of ammonium nitrate that had 
languished at Beirut’s port for years blew up on Aug 
4, killing at least 188 people, wounding thousands 
and laid waste to large parts of the capital. It 
caused up to $4.6 billion worth of physical damage, 
according to a World Bank assessment. In addition, 
the report calculates the blow to economic activity 

at up to $3.5 billion.  
Suspicion was rife that Lebanon’s long-serving 

political heavyweights were only paying lip service to 
reform ahead of Macron’s visit. “When the political 
class talks about the introduction of the civil state, it 
reminds me of the devil talking about virtue, it doesn’t 
make sense,” said political science professor Hilal 
Khashan. “There is a big difference between raising a 
slogan and really putting it to work,” said the American 
University of Beirut academic. Adib’s designation “will 
not usher in a new period in Lebanese history and I 
don’t think it will put Lebanon on the road of genuine 
political development”. 

Adib emerged as a consensus option Sunday and 
was named premier the next day in a statement by the 
presidency. The close aide to former prime minister 
Najib Mikati received backing from the country’s top 
political parties. The only major dissenting voice within 
the establishment came from the Lebanese Forces par-
ty which backed Nawaf Salam, an independent diplo-
mat who also served as a judge at the International 
Court of Justice. 

Under multi-confessional Lebanon’s political sys-
tem, the premier must be a Sunni, the presidency is 
reserved for a Maronite Christian and the post of par-
liamentary speaker goes to a Shiite. “The opportunity 
for our country is small and the mission I have accept-
ed is based on all the political forces acknowledging 
that,” Adib said after being designated by Aoun. 

Lebanon’s last government, headed by Hassan Diab, 
resigned after the massive explosion, which revived 
calls at home and abroad for radical revamp of the 
state. Those who have taken to the streets in mass 
protests since Oct 17 against the entire political class 
had already rejected any name that might emerge from 
the parliamentary consultations. Despite promises of 
change, the process of forming the new government 
follows the same blueprint that has chronically mired 
Lebanon in political deadlock. — Agencies   
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Military commanders from the two sides held 

talks yesterday in a new bid to ease tensions 
between the nuclear-armed neighbors, who 
fought a border war in 1962 and have staged reg-
ular high altitude clashes since. China did not 
confirm Saturday’s incident, but the foreign min-
istry said its troops have “always strictly respect-
ed” the unofficial border known as the Line of 
Actual Control. 

On June 15, troops from the two sides fought 
hand-to-hand combat in Ladakh in which 20 
Indian troops were killed. China acknowledged 
casualties but did not give figures. The two sides 
blame each other for recent clashes and the two 
armies have since poured tens of thousands of 
troops into the region. Military and diplomatic 
talks are at an apparent stalemate. 

Pangong Tso is one of several hotspots where 
troops have massed since June. “Indian troops 
preempted this PLA activity on the southern 
bank of Pangong Tso lake, undertook measures to 
strengthen our positions and thwart Chinese 
intentions to unilaterally change facts on ground,” 

said India’s defense ministry. Senior officers met 
at a border post near the scene of the standoff 
yesterday, it added. 

According to Indian military sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, Indian troops pushed 
back Chinese troops who crossed the Line of 
Control. “PLA soldiers walked into our area near 
the south bank of Pangong, but our soldiers were 
prepared and quickly pushed them back without 
any violence,” said one source. “They tried to 
come in again several hours later but we stood 
firm. There has been no such confrontation in this 
area in the past.” 

China’s foreign ministry said Chinese troops 
“have always strict ly respected the Line of 
Actual Control and never crossed the l ine”. 
“Border troops from both sides have maintained 
communication over issues on the ground,” for-
eign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told a press 
briefing. 

Amid calls for boycotts of Chinese goods, 
India has stepped up economic pressure on China 
since the June battle and repeatedly warned that 
relations would suffer unless its troops pull back. 
India has banned at least 49 Chinese owned-apps 
- including the TikTok video platform - frozen 
Chinese f irms out of contracts and held up 
Chinese goods at customs posts. China has com-
plained about the action and warned that Indian 
consumers will suffer. — AFP  

India, China  
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