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Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh

On Sunday, Kuwait emerged out of curfew 
- be it total or partial. We all know that 
restrictions, curfews, businesses shutting 

down, government departments stopping work 
and employees given leaves was to absorb the 
first wave of attacks of the coronavirus, to be lat-
er officially named by the World Health 
Organization as COVID-19. Experts and the 
public alike were still attempting to understand 
this virus and its strategy of survival and the abil-
ity to spread all over the globe. We first heard 
about it in China, and China is far away, so we 
believed we were on the safe side of things - how 
wrong was that. 

Anyhow, it did not take long for the govern-
ment to prepare and take measures to control the 
situation, and we started hearing about something 
called social distancing, wearing a facemask, 
using sanitizers, wearing gloves and so on. We the 
people must admit that we did not comply with 
the instructions completely at the beginning, as 
cases began to spring up in Kuwait, so authorities 
stepped in and imposed more measures, shutting 
down all businesses except food and other 
absolutely necessary requirements accessed by 
an appointment system.  

The famous request by health authorities was 
“stay home unless it is a must to leave,” along 
with warnings about the danger of this virus, 
which spares no one. Many heeded the warnings 
and many were lax and complacent, so authorities 
stepped up measures, starting with partial cur-
fews that gradually developed into a full curfew 
during the holy month of Ramadan, besides hav-
ing certain areas totally isolated, all because of a 
lack of cooperation by a good number of people.  

You can tell the war was fierce and the battles 
are still raging and the numbers are still in the red 
zone, bearing in mind that just one case is too 
much. Now, as the curfews are in the past tense, 
we must remember that the virus is still present, is 
still strong, is still fighting as hard as when it start-
ed and is still causing harm regardless of the 
degree. So please remain vigilant and keep wear-
ing your masks, use your sanitizers, wash your 
hands more often, maintain social distancing, etc, 
as the war is still on!

Battleground 
is wide open

local@kuwaittimes.com

By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my view

IFAATU condemns 
measures taken 
against employees 

 
KUWAIT: The International Federation for Asian and African 
Trade Unions (IFAATU) condemned the ‘double-measured poli-
cies’ it accused some private companies were following in deal-
ing with the negative economic impacts of COVID-19 at the 
expense of employees. The federation argued in a statement that 
laying off employees or cutting their salaries “has the worst con-
sequences on the future, safety and stability of their families.” 
IFAATU made that statement during a meeting held recently via 
Zoom, with attendance of the union’s executive council members 
in both continents to discuss the impact of COVID-19 on work-
forces. IFAATU also condemned the repressive measures com-

mitted by the Zionist occupation 
authorities against the chairman of the 
Palestinian Unions Coalition (PUC) 
when they barged into his house, dam-
aged its contents and arrested his son 
for taking part in a meeting merely 
because PUC rejects the policy of nor-
malization with the Zionist entity. 
Stressing that Jerusalem is an Arab 
city, IFAATU hailed the attitude of 
Kuwait’s Amir, government and people 
on rejecting all forms of normalization 
with the Zionist enemy.  Speaking on 

the meeting, chairman of IFAATU’s executive board Soud Al-
Hujailan condemned the policies followed by some governments 
in dealing with the negative impacts of COVID-19, accusing 
them of taking sides with employers at the expense of employees 
who got laid off or had their salaries cut down without securing 
the future of their families and leaving them to unknown fates 
without any form of accountability for the employers.  

Meanwhile, IFAATU executive board member Khaled Al-
Tahous said that the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed two 
extremely dangerous phenomena; the corruption of some 
employers towards the rights of helpless laborers, and the 
‘hibernation’ of some trade unions whose members only care for 
personal interests, totally disregarding the trust of employees 
and laborers who had elected them as representatives to voice 
out and solve their problems. 

Soud Al-Hujailan

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh sincerely thanked 
Interior Ministry employees for their relentless 
efforts on the frontlines of the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic. This came in a cable that 
Saleh, also State Minister for Cabinet Affairs, 
addressed to ministry personnel, including police-
men, senior and junior, along with civilians. “With 
this work, you have gained the appreciation and 
respect of nationals and residents alike. You have 
pledged yourselves to serve Kuwait and its people 
and everyone who resides on its good land, and you 
have fulfilled your national duty with professional-
ism, devotion and sincerity,” he said. He also prayed 
for an end to the pandemic and for the country’s 
security, stability and prosperity under the wise 
leaderships of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah.  —KUNA

Kuwait Deputy PM thanks Interior 
Ministry staff for frontline efforts

Kuwait’s July crude oil  
exports to Japan down  

 
TOKYO: Kuwait’s crude oil exports to Japan declined 34.8 
percent in July from a year earlier to 4.40 million barrels, or 
142,000 barrels per day (bpd), for the fourth consecutive 
monthly fall, government data showed yesterday. As Japan’s 
fourth-biggest oil provider, Kuwait supplied 6.8 percent of 
its total crude imports, compared with 7.1 percent in the 
same month of last year, the Japanese Natural Resources 
and Energy Agency said in a preliminary report. Japan’s 
overall imports of crude oil in June tumbled 31.9 percent 
year-on-year to 2.09 million bpd, down for the seventh 
month in a row. Shipments from the Middle East accounted 
for 95.2 percent of the total, up 8.3 percentage points from 
the year before. Saudi Arabia remained Japan’s top oil sup-
plier, but imports from the kingdom fell 8.7 percent from a 
year earlier to 929,000 bpd, followed by the United Arab 
Emirates with 711,000 bpd, down 22.0 percent. Qatar 
ranked third with 160,000 bpd and Bahrain fifth with 
47,000 bpd, respectively. Japan is the world’s-third biggest 
oil consumer after China and the US.  —KUNA

stc recognizes Interior 
Ministry for stand 
during curfew period 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company - stc, a 
world-class digital leader providing innovative services and plat-
forms to customers, enabling the digital transformation in 
Kuwait, recognized, in a gesture of appreciation, the strenuous 
efforts and diligent organization made by the Ministry of Interior 
and Kuwait police force since the COVID-19 outbreak. 

In appreciation of the critical and vital role, stc’s 
Corporate Communications team, led by Danah Al-Jasem, 
with the presence of her team members Ahmed Al-Shayji and 
Ahmed Al-Nowaibet, visited several check points throughout 
Kuwait to honor the men and women in uniform. The initiative 
was carried out in cooperation with the Security Media 
Department at the Ministry of Interior to express stc’s grati-
tude for the solid dedication throughout the seven-month 
curfew period, which ended the beginning of this month.  

To commemorate this 
occasion, stc produced a video 
dedicated to the initiatives car-
ried out by the Kuwaiti police 
and public security force, 
which included highlights from 
stc’s public relations team’s 
field visits to several security 
points located in different 
areas around Kuwait. The pro-
duction featured Kuwaiti poet, 
Saher, who used gentle and 
expressive words to convey 
the true appreciation for the 
frontline officials, who are the 
real heroes of this difficult 

period. 
Danah Al-Jasem, General Manager of Corporate 

Communications at stc, said, “This initiative comes as an 
additional step in the range of activities launched by stc 
since the Coronavirus outbreak in support of the relentless 
efforts made by State officials to overcome current chal-
lenges. It goes without saying that stc, as well as other mem-
bers of the private sector, will stand by the Kuwaiti society 
and continuously support government institutions during 
challenging and prosperous times.” 

She added, “On behalf of the team at stc, I would like to 
express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to all our 
frontline heroes that include ranking officials and police offi-
cers at the Ministry of Interior for placing their lives on the 
line to serve and protect the residents of Kuwait. Even 
though curfew restrictions have been lifted, their critical role 
in preserving the health and safety measures in Kuwait does 
not go unnoticed.”  

Jasem concluded, “Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
stc launched a series of humanitarian activities aimed at sup-
porting Kuwaiti residents. The company also focused on 
granting its customers with greater accessibility to its distin-
guished offerings and promotions by upgrading its digital 
platforms to permit a safe and convenient user experience, in 
line with the stc’s strategy to enable digital transformation.”  

It is worth mentioning that stc launched several com-
munity related initiatives in the past period that include 
distributing 5,000 vouchers, to returning citizens and at 
Ambulance Centers to front-liners, during the company’s 
field visits to welcome back citizens and show apprecia-
tion to paramedics. This initiative was within the frame-
work of stc’s “Stay Safe” campaign, which also included 
the distribution of 25,000 free prepaid lines to travelers 
returning to Kuwait. 

stc also distributed iftar meals during the holy month of 
Ramadan. The meals were sent to paramedics across Kuwait 
as part of the company’s ‘Ramadan Lives On’ campaign as a 
sign of appreciation to paramedics for their great efforts in 
taking care of residents during the challenging period. The 
company also worked side by side with the Ministry of 
Health to facilitate seamless data transfer, and to import sta-
tistics and updates relevant to COVID-19 onto stc website. 

In its final statement, stc urged residents to adhere to the 
safety protocols issued by both the Ministry of Health and 
Ministry of Interior, following the government’s decision to 
practice social distancing and avoid direct contact with indi-
viduals, that may lead to the spread of infection, to overcome 
the pandemic.

stc’s Corporate Communications team members Ahmed Al-Shayji and Ahmed Al-Nowaibet with Interior 
Ministry officers.

KUWAIT: A supervisory team from Kuwait Municipality’s 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer branch inspected 13 women’s spas 
and salons on Sunday, and issued 12 warnings in total.

Kuwaiti poet Saher.

Soud Al-Hujailan


