
WASHINGTON: The United States neared six mil-
lion coronavirus cases on Sunday, nearly a quarter 
of the planet’s total, as nations around the world 
battle to contain the raging pandemic. Global coro-
navirus infections soared past 25 million, as coun-
tries tightened restrictions to halt the health crisis 
that has upended life for most of humanity. 

A million additional cases have been detected 
globally roughly every four days since mid-July, 
according to an AFP tally, with India on Sunday 
setting the record for the highest single-day rise in 
cases with 78,761. The world’s hardest hit country, 
the United States, had recorded 5.99 million cases 
of infection as of 0030 GMT Monday, according to 
Johns Hopkins University’s tracker. And the death 
toll is just over 183,000. The US hit five million cas-
es three weeks ago, just 17 days after reaching four 
million, the tracker said. 

The virus has hobbled the US economy, the 
world’s largest, and cast a shadow over President 
Donald Trump’s  once-promising re-elect ion 
prospects. As Trump faces enormous pressure to 
curb the contagion, the head of the US Food and 
Drug Administration, Stephen Hahn, raised the pos-
sibility that a still-elusive vaccine might be given 
emergency approval  before the end of  tr ia ls 
designed to ensure its safety and effectiveness. 

The virus has proven a tenacious foe even in 
nations such as New Zealand and South Korea, 
which had previously brought their outbreaks 
largely under control but are now battling new 
clusters of infections. On the other side of the 
world, Latin America - the worst-hit region - is still 
struggling with its first wave, with Covid-19 deaths 
in Brazil crossing 120,000, second only to the 

United States. 
Nearly 855,000 people have died of COVID-19 

globally, and with no vaccine or effective treatment 
available yet, governments have been forced to 
resort to some form of social distancing and lock-
downs to stop the spread of the virus. Masks will 
become mandatory from Monday on public trans-
port and flights in New Zealand, which went more 
than 100 days without local transmission before the 
current cluster emerged. And tightened virus curbs 
kicked in on Sunday in South Korea, which is also 
battling fresh clusters - including in the greater 
Seoul region, home to half the country’s population. 

In Iraq, thousands of Shiite pilgrims wearing 
gloves and masks flooded the holy city of Karbala 
to mark Ashura, in one of the largest Muslim gath-
erings since the pandemic began. Typically, millions 
of Shiites from around the world flock to the shrine, 
but this year’s commemoration was subdued with 
employees spraying disinfectant mist, checking 
temperatures and enforcing social distancing. “It 
stands out because there are so few people,” said 
Fadel Hakim, a blue medical mask cupping his chin. 

‘Anti-corona’ rallies in Europe  
Despite all the grim numbers, there has been 

steady opposition to lockdowns and social distancing 
measures in many parts of the world, often because 
of their crushing economic cost. But resistance has 
also come from the extreme right and left of the 
political spectrum, as well as conspiracy theorists and 
anti-vaccine campaigners. In Berlin on Saturday, 
thousands gathered to march against coronavirus 
restrictions - but police later stopped the rally 
because many participants were not respecting social 
distancing measures. 

Protesters waved German flags and shouted slo-
gans against Chancellor Angela Merkel often used by 
the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party. 
Similar protests were held in London and Zurich, 
where some carried signs supporting the far-right 
QAnon movement, which promotes bizarre theories 
about Satan-worshipping cabals and “deep state” 
plots — without any credible evidence. The pandemic 
has upended economies and societies around the 
world, and halted most large gatherings - from sport 
and music to religion and politics. 

In Spain, football superstar Lionel Messi missed a 
virus test at Barcelona’s training ground, club sources 
confirmed, raising the possibility he will boycott pre-
season to force a transfer from the Spanish club. 
Without a coronavirus test, Messi will be unable to 
join team-mates for new coach Ronald Koeman’s first 
training session on Monday. The world’s top sport, cul-
ture and music events are struggling with the challenge 
of hosting spectators while reducing the risk of virus 
transmission. The US Open Tennis tournament was 
also hit, announcing an unidentified player had been 
withdrawn after testing positive.— AFP  
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NEW DELHI: In this aerial picture, graveyard workers and relatives lower the coffin of a COVID-19 coronavirus victim during a funeral at a graveyard in New Delhi. — AFP  

Global coronavirus infections soar past 25 million
 

 

Kid survives  
terrifying  
kite flight 
 
TAIPEI: A three-year-old girl in Taiwan survived 
being launched into the air for a terrifying half-
minute flight after she was ensnared in the tail of a 
kite at a weekend festival. Dramatic footage cap-
tured the girl’s ordeal in Hsinchu city. Initial excited 
gasps of excitement as the large pink kite took 
flight turned to screams of horror as onlookers real-
ized the toddler had become entangled in the tail, 
and taken along for the ride. 

Strong wind propelled the kite for a 31-second 
flight as the girl bobbed and weaved in the air. The 
kite eventually came down and crowds were able to 
free the girl unharmed. Hsinchu mayor Lin Chih-
chien said the girl suffered some scratches to her 
face and was terrified by the ordeal, but otherwise 
unharmed. “The city government expresses its 
deepest apologies to the girl and the public,” he 
said on Facebook. Footage of the incident quickly 
went viral. “Everybody at the scene was almost 
scared to death. It really just happened in a blink of 
an eye,” wrote one blogger, who goes the name Via, 
in a Facebook post featuring a video of the accident 
that had over 1.61 million viewings. —AFP 

Nearly a quarter  
of planet’s total 

El Al 971 to Abu 
Dhabi: The first 
Israel-UAE ‘flight’ 
 
 
TEL AVIV: An Israeli-American delegation 
was took off yesterday on the first commer-
cial flight from Tel Aviv to Abu Dhabi as the 
US-brokered normalization agreement 
between the Jewish state and the UAE takes 
hold. The El Al flight, scheduled to leave at 
0730 GMT from Ben Gurion Airport near 
Tel Aviv, will carry a delegation led on the 
American side by President Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law and White House advisor Jared 

Kushner. The word “peace” was painted on 
the plane’s cockpit in Arabic, English and 
Hebrew, images issued by El Al showed. The 
agreement between Israel and the Emirates 
to normalize ties was announced on August 
13, making the UAE the first Gulf country 
and only the third Arab nation to establish 
relations with Israel, after Egypt and Jordan. 
Israel’s National Security Advisor Meir Ben 
Shabbat will be the most senior figure 
aboard the flight on the side of the Jewish 
state. The scheduled talks in Abu Dhabi aim 
at boosting cooperation between the two 
regional economic powerhouses in areas 
including aviation, tourism, trade, health, 
energy and security. 

The flight by Israel’s national carrier, num-
bered 971 like the UAE’s international dialling 
code, was reported to have received permis-

sion to cross Saudi Arabia’s air space. 
Officials at El Al and the Israel Airport 
Authority would not confirm the reports, 
which would be the first known time El Al 
crosses Saudi airspace. The return flight, set 
to leave Abu Dhabi on Tuesday morning, is 
numbered 972 — Israel’s international 
dialling code. 

 
‘Sparks fly’  

Late Sunday, Israel’s health ministry updat-
ed its list of “green countries” with low coron-
avirus infection rates to include the UAE and 
eight other countries. The change meant the 
Israeli officials and journalists travelling to Abu 
Dhabi would be exempted from a 14-day 
quarantine upon return. Since the agreement 
between the UAE and Israel was unveiled, 
there have been phone calls between their 
ministers, and on Saturday the Emirates in a 
new milestone repealed a 1972 law boycotting 
Israel. “It will be permissible to enter, 
exchange or possess Israeli goods and prod-
ucts of all kinds in the UAE and trade in them,” 
read a federal decree issued by UAE President 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking 
alongside Kushner in Jerusalem on Sunday, 
praised “the swift pace of normalization” 
between his country and the UAE.  

Noting the UAE’s Saturday move, 
Netanyahu said it “opens the door” for 
“unbridled trade, tourism, investments, 
exchanges between the Middle East’s two 
most advanced economies”. “You will see how 
the sparks fly on this. It’s already happening,” 
he said, predicting that “today’s break-
throughs will become tomorrow’s norms. It 
will pave the way for other countries to nor-
malize their ties with Israel.”—AFP 

LOD, Israel: Photo shows Israeli women taking pictures of the El Al’s airliner, ahead of the 
first-ever commercial flight from Israel to the UAE at the Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, 
which will carry a US-Israeli delegation to the UAE following a normalization accord. — AFP  


