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News in brief

‘Virus-related crimes’ in China

BEIJING: Nearly 5,800 people suspected
of killing health workers, selling defective
medical equipment and lying about their
travel history have been arrested in China
for epidemic-related crimes since January,
the state prosecutor’s office said. One case
involved a shopper that beat to death
another customer who reminded him to
wear a mask in a supermarket. Other cases
included a person who deliberately mowed
down medical workers with a car, and
another was arrested for stabbing a health
inspector with a dagger when monitoring
temperatures. Some have also been
accused of embezzling money collected
from fundraisers to help coronavirus
patients, selling defective medical equip-
ment and lying about their travel history or
health condition. “From January to July,
5,797 people were arrested and 6,755
were prosecuted,” the Supreme People’s
Procuratorate said in a statement
Thursday. — AFP

Controversial UAE-Israel cartoon

AMMAN: Jordanian authorities on Sunday
released a prominent cartoonist detained
and charged for publishing a drawing criti-
cal of the Israel-UAE deal to establish
diplomatic ties, a case that sparked outrage
from rights groups. But Emad Hajjaj, who
was arrested Wednesday and charged with
“undermining relations with a friendly
country”, will still face trial for “slander and
libel”, a judicial source told AFP. The ini-
tial charge carried a sentence of up to five
years in jail, but now he faces between six
months and two years if found guilty. “The
decision to release Hajjaj came after the
state security court prosecutor decided to
change the accusation against him to
slander and libel, and his case has been
sent back to the Amman state prosecu-
tor,” the judicial  source said. Rakan
Saaydeh, the head of the country’s jour-
nalists’ union, confirmed the release and
the new charges as took custody of Hajjaj
from the Balqa jai l  just northwest of
Amman on Sunday. — AFP

‘Naked’ woman apologizes 

NEW DELHI: A French woman arrested for
allegedly making a video of herself without
clothes on a holy bridge in India apologized
Sunday, but denied being completely naked
and said she carried out the stunt to bring
attention to sexual harassment. Indian
police said Saturday that the 27-year-old -
identified as Marie-Helene - faced charges
under the country’s internet laws after
posting footage of herself on the Lakshman
Jhula, a footbridge over the Ganges river
made famous by the Beatles in the 1960s
and which remains a draw for backpackers
and yoga practitioners. “She told us she
sells bead necklaces online and the shoot
was aimed at promoting her business,” said
R.K Saklani, head of the local police station.
But in a statement to AFP, Marie-Helene
said no-one was around when she carried
out the stunt, and she did it to raise aware-
ness about harassment in India. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide
Suga will join the race to succeed his boss Shinzo
Abe as prime minister, local media said, as the
competition heats up to succeed Japan’s longest-
serving leader. Suga, a longtime lieutenant of Abe’s
in a key supporting role, had denied interest in the
top job but attracted attention with a series of
interviews, to Reuters and other news organiza-
tions, in the days before Abe’s abrupt resignation
for health reasons. A Suga government would
extend the fiscal and monetary stimulus that
defined Abe’s nearly eight years in office.

Abe’s announcement on Friday, citing a worsen-
ing of a chronic illness, set the stage for a leader-
ship election within his Liberal Democratic Party.
The LDP president is virtually assured of being
prime minister because of the party’s majority in
the lower house of parliament. Suga decided to join
the LDP race judging that he should play a leading
role, given expectations for his ability to manage
crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic and Japan’s
deepest postwar economic dive, Kyodo news
agency said, citing an unnamed source. Calls to
Suga’s parliamentary office seeking comment on
Sunday went unanswered.

Suga would join such candidates as former for-
eign minister Fumio Kishida and former defense
minister Shigeru Ishiba. Environment Minister
Shinjiro Koizumi, 39, the son of charismatic for-
mer premier Junichiro Koizumi and considered a
future premier, has decided not to run, but he
would back Defense Minister Taro Kono if he
joins the race, NHK said. Former internal affairs
minister Seiko Noda and former defense minister
Tomomi Inada, who is known as a fiscal hawk, are
interested in seeking to become Japan’s first

female premier, media reported. Calls to their
offices went unanswered.

Bandwagon
Suga, a self-made politician in a country of

political dynasties, was chosen by Abe in 2012 for
the pivotal role of chief cabinet secretary, acting as
top government spokesman, coordinating policies
and riding herd on bureaucrats. “I’m thinking of
running in the LDP leadership race. I’d like you to
support me,” Suga told LDP secretary-general
Toshihiro Nikai in a secret meeting on Saturday,
TV Tokyo reported.

Nikai’s faction will likely support Suga if he
runs, Takeo Kawamura, a senior faction official,
told reporters after a meeting of the group’s lead-
ers. “Everyone wants to be on the winning side,
so if Nikai is supporting Suga, they will jump on
the bandwagon,” said Koichi Nakano, political
science professor at Sophia University. LDP
heavyweights aim to hold a slimmed-down lead-
ership contest around Sept. 13 to 15, public
broadcaster NHK said on Sunday. The party is
likely to decide on the scaled-down version on
Tuesday, Kawamura said.

Usually, a leadership vote is held by LDP mem-
bers of parliament along with grassroots party
members in a month-long process. But in the
event of a sudden resignation, an extraordinary
vote can be called with participants narrowed to
MPs and representatives of the LDP local chap-
ters. The scaled-down version may disadvantage
Ishiba, a longtime Abe critic who promotes boost-
ing regional economies in Japan’s depopulating
hinterlands. He is popular with the public but less
so among party MPs.

A call to his parliamentary office went unan-
swered. Suga ranks low in voter polls of pre-
ferred next premier. He projects the image of a
behind-the-scenes operator, more than frontline
leader, so some analysts doubt he would be best
to lead the LDP into a general election that must

be held by late October 2021. LDP factions will
play a dominant role in the election, Sophia’s
Nakano said. There might be media criticism that
this is not a real contest, which might give Ishiba
a bump up, but  “not  enough to change the
momentum,” he said. — Reuters

Suga appears to have backing of LDP heavyweight

Japan’s Suga hopes to succeed 
prime minister; race heats up 

Off the air: Top
Philippines 
broadcaster 
shuts stations
BAGUIO: Anchor Dhobie de Guzman has been the
face of a popular news show in the northern
Philippines for more than a decade. Now the clo-
sure of his regional station-and dozens of others
countrywide-has left him out of work. He is among
hundreds of journalists to lose their jobs at ABS-
CBN as the broadcasting giant-a critic of President
Rodrigo Duterte-slashes its operations after adver-
tising revenues were ravaged by the loss of its free-
to-air licence in May.

The closure of 53 regional television and radio
stations that broadcast in six languages will deprive
millions of Filipinos of their main source of local
news and entertainment. “It’s painful,” de Guzman,
43, told AFP last Friday after presenting the final
“TV Patrol North Luzon” in a studio 240 kilometers
from the capital Manila. “You do your job responsi-
bly, you do your share to change the life of ordinary
people, then at the end of the day you lose your
platform to do that.”

Congress last month rejected ABS-CBN’s appli-
cation for a new 25-year franchise and a Supreme
Court petition over the issue was dismissed. ABS-
CBN, which is owned by the wealthy Lopez family,

has broadcast continuously since 1953 except
between 1972 and 1986 when it was seized by dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos-who Duterte admires.
Duterte has a history of clashing with media outlets
critical of his policies, including his controversial
drug war that has killed thousands of people.

While he has denied any involvement in
Congress’s decision to reject ABS-CBN’s applica-
tion, he had previously pledged to block its licence
renewal. In the months since losing its free-to-air
permit, ABS-CBN has kept showing many of its
popular news and drama programs on cable TV and
online. But much of the advertising revenue it used
to rake in has been wiped out, forcing the broad-
caster to dramatically cut costs. 

“Unfortunately, (digital advertising revenue) is
not at the same level as broadcast, so that’s where

the challenge is nowadays,” said ABS-CBN news
and current affairs boss Regina Reyes. After the
closure of the regional stations on Friday, more
parts of the network will be shuttered on Monday
and many of its stars are expected to move on.
Thousands of jobs-including staff and contractors-
could be lost, ABS-CBN warned previously.

‘Black day’ 
For decades, ABS-CBN’s regional network has

played a vital role in broadcasting information on natu-
ral disasters, such as typhoons, and health crises-
including the coronavirus pandemic-to isolated com-
munities that have little or no internet access. For many,
it is their only source of news. Fishermen in some
regions have long relied on their local broadcaster to
know if it was safe to go out to sea, said Reyes. 

“Not everyone has access to the internet, to radio
or newspapers,” said Micaella Ilao, a TV reporter in
Baguio. “Removing (TV broadcasters) deprives the
people of the privilege to receive proper informa-
tion.” The Foreign Correspondents Association of
the Philippines has described the closure of ABS-
CBN’s regional stations as a “black day for inde-
pendent media” in the country. “It’s an avoidable
national tragedy, inflicted by the very people who
should protect Filipinos from all adversity,” it said.

ABS-CBN is allowed to file a fresh petition, but
its success would require members of Congress,
dominated by Duterte allies and whose terms expire
in 2022, to change their minds. For now, they are
mourning the loss of their network. “It’s not just a
channel... it’s a relationship, a connection that has
been lost,” said Stanley Palisada, who was head of
the regional news group. — AFP

How $13 device is 
helping Delhi fight 
the coronavirus
NEW DELHI: Twice a day, New Delhi health work-
er Kamal Kumari receives a flurry of WhatsApp
messages from coronavirus patients, containing
either a two-digit reading from a tiny medical
device or a photo of its glowing display. She scans
the numbers from the 1,000 rupee ($13) oxygen
monitor, known as pulse oximeter, checking to
ensure they are all above the prescribed 95 mark
and then notes them down in her logbook.

“When we didn’t have this, we wouldn’t know
about their oxygen levels,” said Kumari, explaining
how her team would worry about patients’ condi-
tions rapidly worsening when India’s capital was
badly short of hospital beds. “Now we can find out
in time and safely refer patients to the hospital.”
Delhi’s government has so far distributed pulse
oximeters to more than 32,000 people for free, put-
ting them at the heart of a plan to isolate most
asymptomatic or mildly symptomatic coronavirus
patients in their homes.

The program was devised in May, when coron-

avirus cases started surging in the densely populat-
ed city of 20 million, sending panicked residents
rushing to hospitals. “If we hadn’t done this, there
would’ve been no room to even stand in our hospi-
tals,” Delhi’s health minister, Satyendar Jain, told
Reuters. With more than 3.5 million infections, India
has reported the world’s third-highest number of
coronavirus cases, and states across the country
have deployed a variety of measures to fight the
pandemic.

In Delhi, health authorities started noticing “hap-
py hypoxemia” - low blood oxygen levels without
any breathlessness - that was leading to complica-
tions in coronavirus patients isolated at home, Jain
said. For regular monitoring, doctors told Jain that
patients would either have to visit hospitals or use
the inexpensive oxygen monitors, many of which
are made in China. Delhi has recorded around
173,000 infections with a little over 4,400 deaths.
Only 14,700 cases remain active and many hospital
beds are now empty.

Other cities across the world have also deployed
the device. In May, at the height of its outbreak,
Singapore distributed several thousand oximeters
to migrant workers isolated in cramped dormitories,
which had become an epicentre for the virus’s
spread. Singapore’s health ministry said oximeters
allowed workers “to proactively monitor their own
health status and reach out for medical assistance if
needed”. — Reuters

Indian lawyer found 
guilty of contempt, 
fined one rupee
NEW DELHI: India’s top court yesterday imposed a
symbolic fine of one rupee ($0.0136) on a promi-
nent lawyer found guilty of criminal contempt for
posts on Twitter that were critical of senior judges,
which he declined to apologize for. A three-member
bench of the Supreme Court said that lawyer
Prashant Bhushan must pay the fine by Sept. 15, fail-
ing which he could be imprisoned for three months
and barred from practice for three years.

The case sparked a debate around free speech
and the judiciary’s openness to criticism, with thou-
sands of lawyers backing Bhushan and arguing that
the court was being too harsh. “Freedom of expres-
sion is there but rights of others should also be
respected,” the court said while imposing the fine
on Bhushan. Bhushan and his lawyers were not
immediately available for comment.

In June, Bhushan posted a photograph that he said
showed Chief Justice SA Bobde astride a Harley-
Davidson motorcycle, saying he was riding a 5 mil-
lion rupee ($67,000) bike without a mask or a helmet
while citizens were being denied justice as the court
was in lockdown. Bobde has not commented publicly
on the photograph. In another post on Twitter the
same month, Bhushan said that when historians
looked at how democracy had been destroyed in
India in the past six years, they would note the role of
the Supreme Court and the past four top justices.

Twitter blocked both of the posts. In an 108-
page order holding him guilty of criminal contempt
earlier in August, the court had said the first post
was “patently false”. The same order said that the
second had the “effect of destabilizing the very
foundation of this important pillar of the Indian
democracy”, referring to the judiciary. The court
then asked Bhushan, who has championed public
interest litigation, to issue an “unconditional apolo-
gy”, which he declined to do, leading to the sen-
tence yesterday. — Reuters

BAGUIO: ABS-CBN employees watch a pre-taped
newscast during their last day of work at the regional
studio in Baguio, north of Manila. — AFP 

CHENNAI: A health worker checks the oxygen saturation level of a woman using a pulse oximeter at a
COVID-19 testing camp in a residential area in Chennai. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s chief cabinet secretary Yoshihide Suga leaves after a press conference at the Prime
Minister’s office in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 


