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Amir’s representative affirms  
support to Palestinian cause 

PM lauds UN’s exceptional roles in facing the coronavirus pandemic 
KUWAIT: Representative of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, said the Palestinian issue still has 
a central, historical and pivotal position in the Arab and Islamic 
worlds, affirming Kuwait’s firm and steadfast stance in supporting 
the choices of the Palestinian people to obtain their legitimate 
rights. This came during Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s speech at the 
75th session of the UN General Assembly on Friday. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also stressed the importance of con-
tinuing efforts to resume negotiations within a specific timetable 
to reach a just and comprehensive peace in accordance with the 
references of the peace process, international legitimacy deci-
sions, the Arab peace initiative, and ending the Israeli occupation 
as well as establishing an independent Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital on the borders before June 4, 1967. He 
appreciated, in this context, all international efforts aimed at 
resolving this key issue.  

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled commended the exceptional roles 
played by the UN to face the novel coronavirus pandemic. The 
roles were shown through harnessing all methods and measures 
to address this pandemic by accelerating work on providing vac-
cines, diagnostic tools and treatment to all people and every-

where, he said.   
Within the framework of its responsibilities to back efforts of 

the international community to combat the pandemic, Kuwait 
donated about $290 million, stressing its commitment to coopera-
tion so as to support all international efforts to facilitate produc-
ing vaccines and offer them fairly to the neediest countries.  

On Yemen, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said that the continuation 
of Yemen’s crisis is a clear signal of a reality on how to deal with 
relevant resolutions and outcomes of the UN Security Council. 
The PM stressed Kuwait’s firm position that the Syrian crisis can 
be only solved by negotiations as they are the only way for end-
ing this humanitarian disaster which entered its tenth year. On 
Libya, he said Kuwait renews its call for all Libyan parties to exer-
cise self-restraint and prioritize peaceful solutions based on dia-
logue and rejecting violence.  

Kuwait renews its call for Iran to take serious measures to 
build confidence and start dialogue based on respecting the sov-
ereignty of countries and not interfering in their domestic affairs, 
as well as reducing tensions in the Gulf in a manner that con-
tributes to establishing ties based on mutual respect and cooper-
ation and reflecting future aspirations of all countries of the 
region, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled added.  — KUNA (See Page 2) 

UNITED NATIONS: This UN handout photo shows HH the Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah as he virtually addresses the general debate of the 
75th session of the United Nations General Assembly on Friday in New York. — KUNA 

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s premier-designate stepped down 
yesterday, saying he had been unable to form a reform-
minded government to lift the country out of its worst 
economic crisis in decades. Lebanon’s last government 

resigned in the aftermath of a colossal blast in Beirut 
port on Aug 4 that killed more than 190 people, 
wounded thousands and ravaged swathes of the capi-
tal. Since his nomination on August 31, Mustapha Adib 
has been under pressure to form a new cabinet as soon 
as possible to carry out the necessary reforms to 
unlock billions of dollars in foreign aid. 

“I excuse myself from continuing the task of 
forming the government,” Adib said in a televised 
speech. “I apologize to the Lebanese people... for 
my inability to realize its aspirations for a reformist 
team,” he said. Government formation usually takes 
months in multi-confessional Lebanon, which has 

operated a power-sharing arrangement ever since a 
devastating 1975-90 civil war that requires consen-
sus among the main parties on major decisions.  

Adib’s efforts to come up with a new line-up 
have been effectively blocked by the two main 
parties representing Lebanon’s large Shiite com-
munity - Amal and Hezbollah. The two parties 
have refused to budge on their demand to keep 
the finance ministry under their control, a position 
analysts say is linked to recent US sanctions 
against a former minister from Amal, as well as 
Hezbollah-linked businesses. 
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MUMBAI: (From left) Bollywood actresses Deepika Padukone, Sara Ali Khan and Shraddha Kapoor arrive 
to attend questioning by Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) officials yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Three popular Bollywood actresses 
were questioned yesterday in a drug probe that has 
sent shockwaves through India’s film industry, 
already hurt by COVID-19 lockdowns. Officials 
from the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) have 
been investigating alleged drug use in Bollywood 
for the last month in connection with the death of 
Sushant Singh Rajput, a popular actor who was 
found dead at his residence in June. The investiga-
tion aims at finding whether there is a nexus 
between the film industry and the drug trade, a law 
enforcement official told Reuters. 
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CAIRO: A climate of fear has gripped Egypt’s 
#MeToo movement as the arrests of witnesses 
in a high-profile rape case threaten to derail 
efforts to curb male sexual violence in the Arab 
country. A group of nine men from wealthy fam-
ilies are suspected of drugging and gang-raping 
a young woman in Cairo’s luxury Fairmont hotel 
and circulating a video of the assault. It alleged-
ly took place in 2014 but the allegations only 
emerged online in July and a complaint was filed 
in early August. 

Five suspects were arrested, three of them in 
Lebanon which handed them over to Egyptian 
authorities this week. Another four fled to the 
UK and the US, according to a women’s activist 
connected to the case who requested anonymi-
ty. But events have taken a sudden U-turn. At 
the end of last month, authorities also arrested 
four witnesses, along with two acquaintances 
with no direct links to the case, according to 
Human Rights Watch (HRW). 

The US-based rights monitor said the six 
have been accused of “violating laws on ‘morali-
ty’ and ‘debauchery’”. Several were pressured 
to alter their accounts, HRW cited activists as 
saying. Hoda Al-Sadda, an academic at Cairo 
University, expressed concern at the develop-
ments. “That a clear-cut case with tangible evi-
dence turns into a case where the culprits 
become the victims and witnesses are accused 
is... frightening,” Sadda said. 

Some of the detained witnesses have also 
been the target of smear campaigns, with com-
promising images posted on the Internet. The 
anonymous activist told AFP that some had 
been forced to undergo “virginity tests” and 
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BEIJING: A visitor covers his face with a mask as he sleeps on a bench at the 
Beijing Auto Show yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: Could the mask - already 
seen by many scientists as the most 
effective shield against COVID-19 - 
have yet another benefit? Some 
researchers now believe that they 
expose wearers to smaller, less harm-
ful doses of the disease which spark 
an immune response. This as yet 
unproven theory suggests that masks 
could help inoculate people while we 
wait for a vaccine. Non-medical fabric 
or disposable masks have been rec-
ommended across the world, mainly 
as a way to help stop infected people 
from spreading the new coronavirus. 

While they do not offer full protec-
tion, masks may potentially reduce the 

amount of virus inhaled by a wearer, 
according to a recent paper published 
this month in the prestigious New 
England Journal of Medicine (NEJM).  
“We hypothesize that the higher a 
dose (or inoculum) of virus you get 
into your body, the more sick you 
get,” one of the authors Monica 
Gandhi, a specialist in infectious dis-
eases at the University of California 
San Francisco, told AFP. “We think 
that masks reduce that dose of virus 
that you inhale and, thereby, drive up 
rates of asymptomatic infection.” 

Gandhi, director of the UCSF-
Gladstone Center for AIDS Research, 
said that asymptomatic infection was 
linked to a strong immune response 
from T lymphocytes - a type of white 
blood cell - that may act against 
COVID-19. “We think masks can act 
as a sort of ‘bridge’ to a vaccine by 
giving us some immunity”, she said, 
adding that researchers were  
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