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Kuwait supports Palestinian people’s 
choices to obtain legitimate rights

Amir’s representative lauds UN’s exceptional roles in facing COVID-19
KUWAIT: The Palestinian issue still has a central, 
historical and pivotal position in the Arab and 
Islamic worlds, Representative of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said on Friday. He also 
affirmed Kuwait’s firm and steadfast stance in sup-
porting the choices of the Palestinian people to 
obtain their legitimate rights. Furthermore, he 
stressed the importance of continuing efforts to 
resume negotiations within a specific timetable to 

reach a just and comprehensive peace in accor-
dance with the references of the peaceful process, 
international legitimacy decisions, the Arab peace 
initiative, and end the Israeli occupation as well as 
establish an independent Palestinian State with East 
Jerusalem as its capital, on the borders before June 
4, 1967. He appreciated, in this context, all interna-
tional efforts aimed at resolving this key issue. 

 
Facing the pandemic 

This came during Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s 
speech at the 75th session of the UN General 
Assembly via videoconference. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled commended the exceptional roles played by 
the UN to face the novel coronavirus pandemic. 
These roles “were shown through harnessing all 
methods and measures to address this pandemic by 
accelerating work on providing vaccines, diagnostic 
tools, and treatment to all people and everywhere,” 
he said. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled congratulated Volkan 
Bozkir on being elected President of UN General 
Assembly, expressing Kuwait’s full support to facili-
tate the assembly’s works and responsibilities, and 
appreciating efforts made by former UNGA presi-

dent Tijani Mohammad-Bandi. The 75th session of 
the UNGA is being held amid unprecedented con-
ditions, which affected the whole world, he said, 
referring to the repercussions of the novel coron-
avirus on all countries across the globe. He offered 
sincere condolences to the world’s peoples and 
countries over those died due to the pandemic. He 
stressed the importance of enhancing the imple-
mented environmental, social, healthy and economic 
systems, pointing to the deaths of 960,000 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic and the infections of 
more than 3 million others as well as the highest 
waves of recession the world didn’t see since the 
aftermath of World War II. 

The pandemic has contributed to increasing 
crises the countries are suffering from and 
enlarged challenges facing their people of which 
unfortunately the Arab and Middle Eastern region 
have got the largest share, despite the presence of 

written solutions and the described remedial meth-
ods represented in the abundant amount of inter-
national references of the UN Security Council 
and the General Assembly’s resolutions and out-
comes, he noted. However, the chronic challenge 
regarding implementing and seriously dealing with 
their provisions remained an obstacle to move for-
ward towards achieving the desired progress, he 
stated. Within the framework of its responsibilities 
to back efforts of the international community to 
combat the pandemic, Kuwait donated about $290 
million, stressing its commitment to cooperation so 
as to support all international efforts to facilitate 
producing vaccines and offer them fairly to the 
neediest countries. He announced that Kuwait is 
ready to host critical cases of the UN’s employees 
and the field workers in Central and Western Asia 
infected by the coronavirus to receive treatment in 
hospitals in Kuwait. 

Yemen’s crisis 
On Yemen, he said that the continuation of 

Yemen’s crisis, which poses dangerous threats to 
regional stability and security, is a clear signal 
of a reality on how to deal with the relevant res-
olut ions and outcomes of  the UN Securi ty 
Council, stressing the importance of implement-
ing the Stockholm Agreement. “In this context, 
we renew our firm position that the Yemeni crisis 
can only be resolved politically based on the 
three agreed upon references, the Gulf initiative 
and its executive mechanisms, the outcomes of 
the national dialogue and the UN resolutions 
mainly 2261, renewing our support to all efforts 
made by UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy 
for  Yemen a imed at  resuming the pol i t ica l 
process to reach a peaceful solution to the cri-
sis,” he said. He urged all parties to respond 
positively and agree to the proposals he pre-
sented, welcoming the constructive roles played 
by the sisterly Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to acti-
vate  the implementat ion of  the Riyadh 
Agreement, renewing Kuwait’s condemnation of 
al l  the attacks on the Saudi territories, and 
affirming its support for all measures taken by 
the Kingdom to preserve its security and stabili-
ty. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stressed Kuwait’s 
firm position that the Syrian crisis can be only 
solved by negotiations as they are the only way 
for ending this humanitarian disaster which 
entered its tenth year, calling on all parties to be 
involved positively in these talks. 

On Libya, he said Kuwait renews its call for all 
Libyan parties to self-restraint and prioritize 
peaceful solutions based on dialogue and reject-
ing violence, welcoming the positive results made 
during the talks to draw a roadmap so as to unify 
the State’s sovereign institutions in line with the 
UN Security Council resolutions mainly 2501 and 
the outcomes of the international and regional 
conferences. Kuwait renews its call for Iran to 
take serious measures to build confidence and 
start dialogue based on respecting the sover-
eignty of the countries and not to interfering into 
their domestic affairs as well as reducing ten-
sions in the Gulf in a manner that contributes to 
establishing ties based on mutual respect and 
cooperation and reflecting future aspirations of 
all countries of the region, he added. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah delivers a speech at the 
75th session of the UN General Assembly via videoconference. — KUNA

WUHAN, China: A woman wearing a facemask as a preventive measure against COVID-19 talks on her phone 
next to the Yangtze River in central Hubei province on Friday. — AFP 
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Adib, a little-known 48-year-old former ambas-

sador, was named just hours before French 
President Emmanuel Macron made his second visit 
to the country since the Aug 4 blast, pressing for 
the speedy formation of a reformist government. 
Macron said he had secured commitments from all 
of Lebanon’s political parties to help Adib form a 
new cabinet within a fortnight, but that deadline 
came and went. 

Adib said it had become clear he no longer had 
support from all political forces. “As the efforts to 
form a government reached their final phase, it 
became apparent to me that this consensus... was 
no longer there and that forming one according to 
the criteria I had determined was bound to fail.” 

President Michel Aoun accepted Adib’s resigna-
tion and was set to “take the appropriate measures 

according to the requirements of the constitution”, 
the president’s office said. “The initiative launched 
by French President Emmanuel Macron is still 
ongoing and still receives my full support,” it quoted 
Aoun as saying. 

Even before last month’s blast, Lebanon was 
already mired in its worst economic crisis since the 
civil war and battling the novel coronavirus pan-
demic. The Lebanese pound has plummeted in val-
ue, and poverty rates have doubled to more than 
half the country’s population. Just Wednesday, as 
frustrations grew over the delay in forming a new 
government, France urged the international commu-
nity to apply strong and unified pressure on 
Lebanon. 

Aoun had warned on Monday the country was 
headed to “hell” if competing political forces did not 
step up and help Adib form a new cabinet. After the 
Aug 4 explosion, it emerged the Lebanese authori-
ties had known about the huge stockpile of ammo-
nium nitrate fertilizer that exploded on the dockside, 
but had not moved it. The port blast has rekindled 
public anger against Lebanon’s entrenched political 
elite, with protesters accusing politicians across the 
board of incompetence and corruption. — AFP 
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Actresses Deepika Padukone, Shraddha Kapoor 

and Sara Ali Khan were seen on television walking into 
the NCB offices in Mumbai questioning. Padukone, 
Khan and Kapoor were not immediately available for 
comment. Officials at NCB’s Mumbai offices did not 
respond to Reuters requests for comments. The NCB 
questioned several other well-known people connect-
ed to the industry this week in Mumbai, including pro-

ducers, talent managers and a fashion designer. 
The 191 billion rupee ($2.59 billion) Indian film 

industry, of which Mumbai-based Bollywood forms a 
major part, has been struggling with a lean year, as 
theatres remain shut due to the pandemic. Mumbai 
police initially reported Rajput’s death as accidental 
and local media called it a suicide, but the federal 
police agency is now investigating whether there was 
foul play. 

On Sept 8 the NCB arrested Rajput’s girlfriend, 
actress Rhea Chakraborty, accusing her of being 
“active in a drug syndicate connected with drug sup-
plies”, according to her bail order. Chakraborty, who 
remains in jail in Mumbai, has denied wrongdoing. Her 
lawyer, Satish Maneshinde, called the arrest “a traves-
ty of justice”. — Reuters 
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 anal examinations - practices HRW describes as 

“internationally discredited... with no scientific validity 
to ‘prove’ same-sex conduct or ‘virginity’.” 

Rothna Begum, a senior women’s rights researcher 
at HRW, voiced alarm. “The case against the witnesses 
and the smear campaign against them and the rape 
survivor send a chilling message to survivors of sexual 
violence and witnesses that they can go to prison if 
they report sexual violence,” Begum said. 

It is not the first time those denouncing violence 
against women in Egypt have found themselves target-
ed. Earlier this year, teenager Menna Abdel-Aziz, her 
face battered and bruised, posted a video on social 
media in which she said she had been gang raped. The 
authorities’ response was swift: They arrested the 
alleged attackers, along with the 17-year-old girl, 
charging them all with “promoting debauchery”. 

Even female social media influencers have been in 
the authorities’ sights. In July, five were sentenced to 
jail time on charges of violating public morals over 
content posted to video-sharing app TikTok. In the 
Fairmont case, lawyers have fallen silent. And Egypt’s 
National Council for Women, which had encouraged 
witnesses to come forward, has instead been accused 
of throwing them to the lions. The head of the council 
did not respond to an AFP request for comment. 

The administrator of Assault Police, an Instagram 
account advocating justice for rape survivors that had 
reported the case, suspended the account for several 
weeks after receiving threats, HRW said. Egypt’s par-
liament in August approved amendments to the crimi-
nal code granting victims of sexual assault the right to 
anonymity. 

But developments since have dashed hopes for real 
progress. Several pro-regime media outlets have given 
a totally different account of the alleged gang rape, 
indicating an orgy that went awry. Sadda, the academ-
ic, expressed pessimism at the impact on what had 
been a resurgent #MeToo movement in Egypt. The 
developments “destroy the credibility of institutions” 
like the National Council for Women, she said, and 
could sink “a dynamic social movement”. — AFP 
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launching several studies to try and test the the-

ory. These would include looking at whether the 
requirement of a mask in certain cities had reduced 
the severity of the disease there. 

They are also looking at antibody studies in 
Taiwan, where masks are ubiquitous but there are 
very few restrictions. “Of course, it’s still a theory, 
but there are many arguments in its favor,” Bruno 
Hoen, director of medical research at the Institut 
Pasteur in Paris, told AFP. He said we should “take a 
different look at the use of masks”, which were ini-
tially deemed unnecessary by health authorities, 
against the backdrop of shortages. Today, they are 
widely recommended to slow the spread of infec-
tion. 

The theory echoes “variolation”, a rudimentary 
technique used before the appearance of vaccines 
that involved giving people a mild illness to try to 
inoculate them against more serious forms of a dis-
ease. In Asia, early variolation often meant blowing 
dried scabs from smallpox patients up the noses of 
healthy people, according to the US National 
Library of Medicine. When it reached Europe and 
America in the 18th century, the practice - which 
sometimes killed the patient - commonly involved 
inserting smallpox under the skin.  

The NEJM article suggests a parallel in the idea 
that being exposed to small doses of virus boosts 
immunity. “It is an interesting theory with a reason-
able hypothesis,” Archie Clements, Vice-Chancellor 

Faculty of Health Sciences at Australia’s Curtin 
University, told AFP. But others expressed reserva-
tions. Angela Rasmussen, a virologist at Columbia 
University in New York, said she was “pretty skep-
tical of this being a good idea”.   

She noted that we do not yet know if a lower 
dose of virus does mean a milder illness. We do not 
know if masks reduce exposure to the virus, she 
said on Twitter, adding that the duration and level of 
immunity are also still poorly understood. “This is 
an interesting idea, but there are too many 
unknowns to say that masks should be used as a 
tool for ‘variolating’ people against SARS-CoV-2,” 
she added.  

A key stumbling block to answering these ques-
tions is that testing the UCSF researchers’ hypothe-
sis is difficult. “It is true that such a hypothesis in 
humans using gold standard methods (of experi-
mental design) can never be proven given that we 
cannot expose humans deliberately to the virus,” 
Gandhi said. But some studies have proved useful, 
she said, including research conducted in Hong 
Kong on hamsters.   

Scientists simulated mask-wearing by placing 
one between the cages of infected rodents and 
healthy ones. They found that hamsters were less 
likely to catch COVID-19 if they were “masked”, 
and even if they did catch it, their symptoms were 
milder. There have also been a few accidental real-
world experiments. In one case, a cruise ship that 
departed from Argentina in mid-March issued 
everyone on board with surgical masks after the 
first sign of an infection. Researchers found that 81 
percent of those who caught the virus were asymp-
tomatic, which Gandhi said compared to around 40 
percent on other vessels where masks were not 
worn systematically. — AFP 
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