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Kuwait Amir congratulates Egyptian 
President on ‘Pharaohs, Golden Parade’

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable to Egyptian 
President Abdulfattah Al-Sisi yesterday to congrat-
ulate him on relocation of royal mummies from the 
Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square to the National 
Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Al-Fustat area. 
His Highness the Amir commended the huge prepa-
rations and efforts carried out by the Egyptian gov-
ernment to bring about success for this event. His 
Highness the Amir commended this “historic” event 
which reflected Egypt’s history and its contributions 

to human civilization, praying to Allah to bless Al-
Sisi with good health, and Egypt and its people with 
further progress and prosperity. His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar 
cables to Sisi. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem congratulated his Egyptian 
counterparts on the successful transportation of 
royal mummies, in what was labeled the Pharaohs’ 

Golden Parade. Ghanem sent congratulatory let-
ters on the occasion to Egypt’s  House of 
Representatives Speaker Hanafy El-Gebaly and 
Senate President Abdelwahab Abdelrazeq. In the 
messages, he applauded the “scope of the prepa-
rations which made the event a success, illustrat-
ing Egypt’s commitment to its rich, ancient cultur-
al heritage.”  

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Seif Palace yesterday. 
His Highness the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, His 
Highness the Amir received Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Justice and Minister of State for 
Integrity Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi. His 
Highness the Crown Prince also received Ghanem, 
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and Roumi at 
Seif Palace yesterday. — KUNA

Sheikh Nawaf receives state officials at Seif Palace

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
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Official news agency Petra said among those 

arrested for “security reasons” were former close 
aides to the royal family Bassem Awadallah, chief of 
the royal court in 2007-2008, and Sherif Hassan bin 
Zaid. Safadi, who is also foreign minister, said yes-
terday an additional 14 to 16 suspects had been 
arrested. He said security service had monitored 
“contacts with foreign parties aiming to destabilize 
Jordan’s security,” including an alleged offer to spir-
it Hamzah’s wife out of the country. 

Hamzah’s mother, American-born Queen Noor, 
defended her son and the alleged co-conspirators, 
tweeting that she was “praying that truth and justice 
will prevail for all the innocent victims of this 
wicked slander. God bless and keep them safe.” 

Hamzah is the eldest son of the late King Hussein 
and Queen Noor. Abdullah had appointed Hamzah, 
a popular figure close to tribal leaders, crown 
prince in 1999 in line with Hussein’s dying wishes, 
but in 2004 stripped him of the title and gave it to 
his own eldest son Hussein. A Jordanian analyst who 
did not want to be named said Hamzah had recently 
“stepped up his criticism of what he described as 
corruption within the government in front of his cir-
cle of friends. “There is certainly resentment on his 
part, because he has never digested losing his title 
of crown prince.” 

Jordan’s Joint Chiefs of Staff Head Major General 
Yousef Huneiti said Hamzah had not been detained 

but had been “asked to stop some activities that 
could be used to shake the stability and security of 
Jordan”. The Washington Post had first reported 
that the former crown prince was “placed under 
restriction” as part of a probe into an alleged plot to 
unseat the king. The alleged scheme, it said, “includ-
ed at least one other Jordanian royal as well as trib-
al leaders and members of the country’s security 
establishment”. 

The US State Department said Washington was 
“closely following” the events, stressing that key 
partner Abdullah “has our full support”. The United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia were also quick to 
voice their full support for all steps taken to ensure 
stability, as were the Arab League and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. Parliament speaker Abdul 
Monem Odat said “Jordan has firmly and resolutely 
stopped any attempt to undermine its security and 
stability and sent a clear message to those who 
King Abdullah II describes as the opponents of 
Jordanian policies”.  

Awadallah, a US-educated former finance and 
planning minister, was close to the king but has also 
been a controversial figure in Jordan. Before 
becoming royal court chief in 2007, he was head of 
the king’s cabinet. He had played a key role pushing 
for economic reforms before he resigned in 2008 
amid criticism over alleged interference in sensitive 
political and economic issues. 

Saturday’s security sweep came as Jordan pre-
pares to mark 100 years since the new kingdom 
was established alongside Palestine under British 
mandate, then named Transjordan. It declared inde-
pendence in 1946. Despite having little oil wealth 
and severely lacking water, Jordan has managed to 
survive repeated wars in the region which have sent 
waves of refugees across its borders. — Agencies 

Plot to ‘destabilize’ 
Jordan foiled...
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that there is also nothing mentioned that stops 

them from doing so. MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa yes-
terday called on Ghanem to resign for committing a 
number of procedural constitutional errors during 
last week’s session and warned that if he does not 
step down, the process to dismiss him should start. 

Meanwhile, defense lawyers of Bader Al-
Dahoum, the opposition lawmaker who was 
stripped of his membership by the constitutional 
court, yesterday filed three petitions against the rul-
ing to the court of cassation, the country’s highest 
court. Dahoum said the petitions asked the court of 
cassation to resolve a judicial problem around his 
case, explaining that he won a final verdict from the 
court of cassation allowing him to contest the 
assembly election. After he won, the constitutional 
court declared his seat null and void, which contra-
dicts the ruling by the court of cassation, said 
Dahoum, adding that his case is the first such case 
in the history of Kuwait.

Calls for probe  
into lawmakers...
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Bank carried out a “range of support measures”, 

namely slashing its policy rate by a cumulative 1.25 
percent in March 2020, from 2.75 percent to 1.5 per-
cent. “That move alone saw our interest rates falling to 
record lows, which significantly eased funding condi-
tions and the debt servicing burden for borrowers of 
all types,” Hashel said. 

The bank also “partially relaxed a range of pruden-
tial regulations to ease any potential liquidity con-
straints and to enable banks to continue playing their 
role as financial intermediaries”. Domestic credit post-
ed a “healthy” 3.5 percent growth in 2019, with sectors 
like consumer loans, public services and agriculture 

and fishing posting double-digit growth, while others, 
such as crude oil and gas, instalment loans and real 
estate loans, showing “noticeable growth”.  

“We expect credit growth to remain healthy in 
2021, as the impending rebound in business activi-
ty and potentially higher capital spending will 
boost demand for business credit. Household cred-
it, with lending to citizens in particular, is also 
expected to stay upbeat, supported by job securi-
ty and the currently prevailing record low interest 
rates,” said Hashel. 

On banking sector resilience amid the pandemic, 
banks have maintained “ample liquidity”, he said, 
with coverage and net stable funding ratios reaching 
184.2 percent and 114.3 percent respectively at the 
close of 2020, against a 100 percent required bench-
mark. “Although there is considerable uncertainty 
around the outlook, our banking sector remains 
resilient and well-poised to benefit from the 
improved economic opportunities that the recovery 
would offer,” Hashel added. — KUNA 

Central Bank  
sees positive...
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sectors, including sports and technology. The global 

games and interactive media industry grew 12 percent to 
$139.9 billion last year, according to US-based data ana-
lytics company Nielsen. Meanwhile in the Gulf, the gam-
ing market is expected to reach $821 million this year, 
with the UAE and Saudi Arabia the biggest players, 
according to consulting firm Strategy&.   

“There’s a huge sponsorship value that has increased... 
the number of gamers has increased, and I’m also seeing 
a lot of teams being formed, which was not happening 
before,” said Khan, who declined to disclose GHME’s 
profits. The company has partnerships with Intel, Dell 
Alienware, Lenovo Legion and Omen by HP, and last year 
it landed a deal with German luxury automaker BMW, 
which sponsors gaming tournaments in the region. And 
GHME is set to expand its reach further, opening offices 
in Spain, India and South Africa.  

For Ghazi Beydoun, a gaming enthusiast heading busi-

ness development at GHME, the future of eSports in the 
Middle East is promising, with major talent emerging in 
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. “We 
have a lot of players here with a lot of talent that are lack-
ing support, but this support is now coming,” the 29-
year-old Lebanese expat told AFP. “Little by little, a gam-
ing ecosystem is forming and will improve and grow.” 

Dubai-based company Boss Bunny Games is now part 
of that “ecosystem”, with plans to launch what the UAE 
says is the first video game inspired by Gulf culture. Set 
for release later this year, the game will feature Emirati 
characters from the popular local children’s cartoon 
“Freej”, which revolves around four old Emirati women in 
full traditional dress, living in modern-day Dubai. “It’s 100 
percent a private initiative, but we do have massive sup-
port from the government,” said Geraint Bungay, CEO of 
Boss Bunny Games.  

The British expat, with 25 years’ experience in the 
industry, said he co-founded the company in Dubai 
because of the emirate’s thirst for technology, its inter-
national engineers and proximity to major game con-
sumer Saudi Arabia. “Saudi is the number five market in 
the world for games in terms of revenue, so it’s 
absolutely a huge market,” Bungay told AFP. “A lot of 
people... don’t realize the size of the games market in 
the region at all.” — AFP 

UAE wants in  
on gaming...

WASHINGTON: NASA’s Ingenuity mini-helicopter 
has been dropped on the surface of Mars in prepara-
tion for its first flight, the US space agency said. The 
ultra-light aircraft had been fixed to the belly of the 
Perseverance rover, which touched down on the Red 
Planet on Feb 18. “MarsHelicopter touchdown con-
firmed!” NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory tweeted 
Saturday. 

“Its 293 million mile (471 million km) journey aboard 
@NASAPersevere ended with the final drop of 4 inch-
es (10 cm) from the rover’s belly to the surface of Mars 
today. Next milestone? Survive the night.” A photo-
graph accompanying the tweet showed Perseverance 
had driven clear of the helicopter and its “airfield” after 
dropping to the surface. 

Ingenuity had been feeding off the Perseverance’s 
power system but will now have to use its own battery 

to run a vital heater to protect its unshielded electrical 
components from freezing and cracking during the bit-
ter Martian night.  

“This heater keeps the interior at about 45 degrees 
F (7 degrees Celsius) through the bitter cold of the 
Martian night, where temperatures can drop to as low 
as -130F (-90 degrees Celsius),” Bob Balaram, Mars 
Helicopter Project chief engineer at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, wrote in an update on Friday. “That com-
fortably protects key components such as the battery 
and some of the sensitive electronics from harm at very 
cold temperatures.” 

Over the next couple of days, the Ingenuity team 
will check that the helicopter’s solar panels are work-
ing properly and recharging its battery before testing 
its motors and sensors ahead of its first flight, Balaram 
said. Ingenuity is expected to make its first flight 
attempt no earlier than April 11, the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory tweeted. 

Ingenuity will be attempting to fly in an atmosphere 
that is one percent the density of Earth’s, which makes 
achieving lift harder - but will be assisted by gravity 
that is one-third of our planet’s. The first flight will 
involve climbing at a rate of about one meter per sec-
ond to a height of three meters, hovering there for 30 
seconds, then descending back to the surface. — AFP 

NASA’s Ingenuity  
helicopter dropped  
on Mars’ surface 


