
There is an encouraging quote by Maya Angelou which states:  
“Each time a woman stands up for herself, without knowing it possibly, with-

out claiming it, she stands up for all women.” 
 

This quote feels particularly poignant after read-
ing about the tragic, unfathomable murder of a 
woman by a man who was harassing her. The 

victim’s sister and mother warned authorities that the 
man was unstable and dangerous. Their response? To 
arrest him and then release him. And we know what 
happened next. There have been some MPs who have 
voiced discontent, but what is the use of words without 
action? Where do probes and investigations take us? 
We can philosophize ad infinitum regarding the matter 
but to no avail. Because, tragically, the appeals of 
women are still considered insignificant. 

In 2015, Abolish 153, a noble initiative which we 
should continue to support and applaud, was founded 
in Kuwait to tackle the issue of honor killing. Since 
then, they have been campaigning to abolish the law in 
which an honor killing is considered a misdemeanor, 
punishable by three years in prison and a fine too 
embarrassing to even mention. A misdemeanor, yes. 
Can you believe it? A man can kill a woman relative 
and come out of prison three years later. For years, 
they have been trying to abolish the law, meeting with 
parliamentarians, setting up workshops, even winning 
the Chaillot Prize for Human Rights in the GCC. The 
good news is that they managed to create underground 
networks to provide shelter to domestic violence sur-
vivors (since there is no shelter provided by the gov-
ernment as of yet), and have set up a hotline to lend a 

hand to distressed women, but the law itself has not 
been abolished.  

How can anyone in parliament allow a law such as 
this to stay in place? How? A woman would never allow 
a law to be established that permitted killing male rela-
tives accused of adultery or other crimes. What does 
this law tell us about the men in our society who hold 
power? That murder is justified when it comes to 
women? What kind of culture permits this? What kind 
of system ignores the efforts of a humanitarian cause to 
raise the status of women from that of an object to a liv-
ing, breathing human being? Even having to write this 
is embarrassing. Of course, many men support women’s 
rights; but, sadly not enough to change the status quo.  

This law arises from an antiquated patriarchy; as 
such, the only way we can abolish the law is to abolish 
the system in place; a system which holds women 
hostage within a matrix of subjugation and discard.  

 Sadly, our parliamentarians are too busy grilling 
ministers and fighting one another to care about the 
plight of society’s victims. One might argue that the 
parliament is a reflection of the people; as such, yes, we 
are to blame for this insanity. Therefore, to evolve from 
where we are now, we need to voice our discontent, we 
need to stand up for justice; for those with political 
inclinations, the time has come to vote for humanitarian 
MPs in parliament rather than blindly following those 
who promise an increase in salary and ensure privileged 
citizens are treated better than minorities. This is also 
an appeal to authorities who have ignored the voices of 
victims for too long to wake up and resolve this societal 
crisis.  

Oh, it  is a sad day, and in the sacred month of 
Ramadan, to boot. But tragedies such as this remind us 
that there are many good souls out there, such as the 
lovely ladies of Abolish 153 and the I Will Not Be Silent 
campaign who-as we continue to count the number of 
women killed, raped, harassed, abused-remind us, as 
Maya Angelou would say, to stand up for ourselves, and 
stand up for all women. 
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Wake up, get ready, open our laptops, click join. Before 
we know it, the teacher says “turn on your camera”. 
And there you have it, the feeling of 20 students staring 

at you, even though most are on their phones or daydreaming. 
“Every day is a new day,” as they say. Well, due to online learn-

ing, every day is typically the same. The first six hours go towards 
Zoom classes, then throw in an hour for any students involved in 
extracurriculars. After lunch, you continue to study alone until it’s 
time to go to sleep. If it’s Thursday, you might manage to see your 
friends, while still doing homework together.  

Of course, at the beginning of the pandemic, no one knew what 
was going on. Due to this, everything shut down including schools, 
all in hope of life going back to normal, at most, in four weeks. 
When all restaurants, malls, offices and the country shut down, we 
students felt at ease during online classes. Thinking everyone was 
with us. We were fighting one battle.  

As time went on, almost everything opened up - all but schools. 
Businesses were allowed to thrive. On the other hand, education 
was neglected when four weeks suddenly turned into a year and a 
half. Some adults thought online schooling was beneficial. Of 
course to us students, it was not ideal, for both our education and 
social life.   

Starting the school day later, from the comfort of your own 
home and eating whenever you want - that was fun at the begin-
ning, but we care more about our education than all of this. We 
were patient to wait until plans for safe reopenings were imple-
mented, for a vaccine to be developed; but education cannot be 
put on hold any longer. 

Cramming for tests became unnecessary because students now 
have all their notes out during tests. Teaching methods were not 
adapted in a way to suit this new experience. All it led to was a 
lack of student engagement, lack of social skills from students, no 
education, feeling trapped, increase in stress and anxiety - the list 
goes on and on, but the constant is there’s no real learning. 

We students have fallen back immensely due to this. But, hav-
ing a plethora of high-risk spreader areas such as restaurant din-
ing halls open at some point has even allowed some to improve 
their businesses.  

Everyone had a choice. You can go to the office, or work from 
home. You can have your hair done at a salon, or at home. You can 
go to the gym, or work out at home. You can eat at a restaurant, or 
at home. All but us - our only choice is to attend school at home.  

When we go back to school, we know it won’t be like how it 
used to be. We know it’s a risk. We know it’s hard to follow pre-
cautions. We know cases might occur. This is the new reality we 
are living in, the new normal.  

Our parents coming back home from work - that’s a risk of 
contagion. Yet parents can’t work from home; instead, they go 
back to work. But education can only be completed online! How is 
that possible?! 

Every student has a different perspective on what aspect of the 
school experience has been stolen from them. Nevertheless, we 
can agree that we have been robbed of our education and years of 
making memories together. A child’s first steps onto their path of 
education began with a click of a button, and a high school senior’s 
last day of school before university ends with the click of a button.  

As students, we are standing up for what we want. Our teach-
ers, we ask you to stand up with us. Parents support us. Together 
as a community, we can successfully reopen schools. 
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