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News in brief

Algerian academic sentenced

ALGIERS: A renowned Algerian scholar on Islam, Said Dja-
belkhir, was handed a three year prison sentence yesterday
for “offending the precepts of Islam”, his lawyer said. “He
has been sentenced to three years in prison,” lawyer
Moumen Chadi said, adding he was “shocked” by the sever-
ity of the sentence.  Djabelkhir, 53, was put on trial after
seven lawyers and a fellow academic made complaints
against him. “There is no proof. The file against him is
empty,” the lawyer said. Speaking to AFP after the verdict,
Djabelkhir said that he would appeal to the Court of Cassa-
tion if necessary. —AFP

Italy arrests man over Nice attack

ROME: Italian police confirmed yesterday they have ar-
rested a man suspected of supplying weapons to the man
who rammed a truck into a Bastille Day crowd in the south-
ern French city of Nice in 2016, killing 86 people. Endri Elezi,
a 28-year-old Albanian, is suspected of “supplying weapons
to Mohamed Lahouaiej Bouhlel”, the Tunisian who carried
out the attack on July 14, France’s Bastille Day national hol-
iday, a police statement said. He was picked up on Wednes-
day evening at Sparanise, near the southern city of Naples,
by officers acting on a European arrest warrant issued by
the French authorities. —AFP

Belgian envoy apologizes 

SEOUL: Belgium’s ambassador to South Korea apologized
yesterday after footage showed his wife hitting two boutique
staff in the head in a row over shoplifting. The envoy’s wife
tried on items in the Seoul store before walking out, prompt-
ing an assistant to run after her to ask about an item she was
wearing and reportedly triggering the confrontation. CCTV
camera footage broadcast by South Korea’s SBS showed her
pulling at one employee’s arm and hitting her in the head,
before slapping another worker who tried to intervene
across the face. The footage had been provided to it in the
hope that such an “incident never recurs against workers in
(the) service sector”, SBS said. —AFP

Swedish soldiers hurt in Mali blast

STOCKHOLM: Three Swedish members of the European
special forces mission in Mali were slightly hurt late
Wednesday by a roadside bomb in the east of the country,
the Swedish military said. “Two of the soldiers have returned
to duty and the third is under medical observation,” it said
in a statement yesterday. Sweden has committed 150 troops
to Takuba, a coalition of European special forces that sup-
ports Mali’s beleaguered armed forces in their nine-year-old
campaign against jihadists. —AFP

KANO, Nigeria: The death of Chadian President Idriss Deby has
been a hefty blow to the anti-jihadist campaign in the Sahel, but es-
pecially so for Nigeria, locked in a 12-year-old battle with Boko
Haram and Islamic State-allied militants. After Deby’s death an-
nounced on Tuesday, Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari was
quick to pay tribute, saying he would leave a “vacuum” in the fight
against Africa’s Islamist militants.

Deby was killed on a northern front line by rebels based in Libya,
the army said on Tuesday. Commanders swiftly put his son in charge,
leaving questions over Chad’s political stability and its regional secu-
rity commitments.  Under Deby, Chad’s army was a leading force
against jihadists in the Sahel and Lake Chad region.

In 2015, it crossed into Nigeria, becoming the key to driving Boko
Haram from key towns in northern Borno state under a regional co-
operation deal. Stationed along the border, Chadian troops also
acted as a buffer against militants. Nigerian troops are already on
alert, especially along the border, worried that instability after Deby’s
death will sap the Chadian army presence there, Nigerian military
sources said.

“The military is on high alert in the northeast, particularly in the
Lake Chad area along the border with Chad,” one military source said.
“If Chad falls into chaos it will affect Nigeria and Niger directly.”

Northeast Nigeria’s Borno state borders Chad in the volatile Lake
Chad region, allowing Boko Haram and militants from splinter faction
Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) access to the porous
frontier area as a refuge and a staging ground for attacks. Nigeria’s
military has struggled to end the country’s conflict since it began 12
years ago, leaving 36,000 dead, forcing two million from their homes
and spreading across borders to Chad, Niger and Cameroon.

Last year, Deby had warned Chadian forces would no longer send
troops over its border after a series of devastating military losses in
the Lake Chad region, though troops remained on the frontier with

Nigeria. But he visited Buhari, himself a former army general, in Nige-
ria just last month to discuss security on the border.

Vincent Foucher, fellow at the French National Centre for Sci-
ence Research, said the military edge Chadian troops had in the
2015 campaign was no longer the same as Boko Haram and ISWAP
were now more experienced fighting forces. “Chadian troops were
supposed to come back. They were expected. With the Nigerian
forces taking serious hits now in northern Borno, their presence
would probably be welcome. But I think it is unlikely they will be
back soon,” he said. —AFP

Nigeria warily eyes border 
after Chad leader’s death

Deby’s death a hefty blow to anti-jihadist campaign in the Sahel

KADUNA: Security personnel stand at a female hostel at the Greenfield University
in Kaduna, Nigeria Wednesday. Gunmen have attacked a private university in
Nigeria’s northern Kaduna state, killing one staff member and kidnapping some
students, police and officials said. —AFP

Mariam Oyiza, a 
champion for women 
in northeast Nigeria
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria:  “I can’t speak right now, I’m on an urgent
case,” Aliyu Mariam Oyiza said hastily on the phone, leaving her office
in Maiduguri, Nigeria’s northeastern Borno state capital. The 26-year-
old runs a small but busy charity helping women and children in the
region where a decade-long bloody jihadist insurgency shows no sign
of ending.  Today, a mother called her because her 12-year-old daugh-
ter is four months pregnant, after being raped with a knife to her throat
by her 63-year-old neighbor. “This particular case haunts me a lot,
she’s just too small,” Oyiza, founder of Learning Through Skill Acqui-
sition Initiative (LETSAI), said in an interview.

“She’s from an area that has the highest number of sexual and gen-
der-based violence cases. I think in 2020 I received 200 reports from
that area. There are so many rapes I can’t even count,” said Oyiza,
wearing a chocolate-colored veil. She took police officers to where the
girl was assaulted, but they could not find the perpetrator. “He’s a for-
mer policeman and community leader so people are covering up for
him, hiding him.” Oyiza’s drive for justice is part of her ambition to
shake things up in this mainly Muslim and conservative part of Nigeria,
where women are often subdued and married off young.

Originally from Kogi state in Nigeria’s central Middle Belt region,
Oyiza decided to focus her work on women and children because she

is a survivor of gender-based violence herself and knows what poverty
is like. “At times I didn’t have food, I was physically abused, I’m an or-
phan, so I feel that by giving them what I never had, it’s going to give
me some sort of self-satisfaction,” she said. “I still don’t feel satisfied
yet,” she added with a smile.  It all started when she was at university
in Maiduguri, studying radiology. A group of women living in camps
for internally displaced people would beg on campus and Oyiza de-
cided to teach them how to make soap.  She gave 5,000 naira (10
euros) to the first two she taught, Hauwza and her 15-year-old daugh-
ter, to set up their own business. —AFP

Mariam Oyiza, founder of Learning Through Skill Acquisition Initiative (LETSAI),
speaks with a woman at her residence in Maiduguri.—AFP


