
BALII, Indonesia: Indonesian warships led the
hunt yesterday for a submarine that went missing
with 53 crew aboard and only enough oxygen for a
few days. An oil spill where the submarine was
thought to have submerged early Wednesday
pointed to possible damage to its fuel tank, and
fanned fears of a deadly disaster.

The crew on the KRI Nanggala 402 could have
enough oxygen until early Saturday, but time was
quickly running out as rescuers scoured the coast
off holiday island Bali where it disappeared. “The
submarine’s oxygen reserve capacity in a blackout
is 72 hours,” Navy Chief of Staff Yudo Margono
told reporters. “There’s time until Saturday around
3:00 am. Let’s hope we can find them before then.”

However, defense analysts have warned that the
vessel could have broken into pieces if it had sunk
to depths believed to be as much as 700 meters
(2,300 feet). Australian Defense Minister Peter Dut-
ton said initial reports raised the prospect of “a ter-
rible tragedy”.  The German-built submarine was
scheduled to conduct live torpedo exercises when
it asked for permission to dive. It lost contact shortly
after. Navy spokesman Julius Widjojono said yes-
terday that search teams were focused on an area
around the oil slick, but that the exact location of
the vessel had yet to be pinpointed. Six warships
and a helicopter have been sent to look for the sub,
the navy said.

‘Very distressing’ 
Other nations including the United States, Aus-

tralia, France and Germany have offered help. “It’s
very distressing for families and particularly for the
Indonesian navy,” Australian Foreign Minister

Marise Payne told broadcaster ABC. “We’ve indi-
cated that we will help in any way we can.”

Neighboring Singapore and Malaysia have al-
ready dispatched ships that are expected to arrive
in the coming days, including the city-state’s MV
Swift Rescue-a submarine rescue vessel. 

The military has so far refused comment about
whether the submarine, carrying 53 crew, was over
capacity. On Wednesday, the navy said the subma-
rine might have sunk to vast depths.  “It’s possible...a
blackout occurred so the vessel couldn’t be con-
trolled and emergency procedures could not be
launched and this caused it to go down to 600 or

700 meters,” it said. Antoine Beaussant, a French
navy vice admiral, said the submarine was not built
to withstand those depths. “If it went down to rest
at 700 meters the likelihood is it would have broken
up,” he said. Frank Owen, secretary of the Subma-
rine Institute of Australia, also warned over the ves-
sel’s fate. “If the submarine is on the seabed, and if
it is in the depth of water that is there, there is little
they can do to actually get the people out,” he told
Australian media.

“The only way of getting those people out
would be to salvage the submarine which is a
lengthy process.”—AFP

HK journalist 
convicted over 
database search 
HONG KONG: An award-winning Hong Kong
journalist was found guilty yesterday of improperly
searching a public vehicle license database to help
track down the perpetrators of an attack on
democracy supporters by government loyalists.
The conviction of Bao Choy, a producer with pub-
lic broadcaster RTHK, comes at a time of deepen-
ing concerns over press freedoms in the
international business hub as Beijing stamps out
dissent in the wake of huge democracy protests.

Choy, 37, was found guilty on two counts of
“knowingly making a false statement” to access
number plate ownership records. “Members of the
public do not have an absolute right to obtain any
document under this ordinance,” principal magis-
trate Ivy Chui said.

She faced up to six months in jail but was ulti-
mately fined HK$6,000 ($770). Colleagues and
members of RTHK’s employee union gathered out-
side the court holding banners that read “Journal-
ism is not a crime” and “Who wants the public kept

in the dark?” “Though I was found guilty I still be-
lieve journalism is not a crime and searching reg-
istries is not a crime,” Choy told reporters.

The database searches were made for an RTHK
documentary last year called “Who Owns The
Truth?” that investigated an attack on pro-democ-

racy protesters by a gang of men armed with clubs
and sticks. The police’s failure to respond quickly
enough to the July 2019 assault was a turning point
in the huge and often violent pro-democracy
protests that year, further hammering public trust
in the force.

RTHK used footage from witnesses and secu-
rity cameras-as well as number plate searches and
interviews-to piece together events. It uncovered
new details about the alleged attackers, some of
whom have links to politically-influential rural com-
mittees that support Beijing. It also said that police
failed to respond to the buildup of stick-wielding
men ferried into the district by specific vehicles
that evening hours before the attack.

Hong Kong maintains a publicly-accessible li-
cense plate database long used by journalists, in-
cluding pro-Beijing news outlets. But authorities
introduced a rule change that meant journalists
were no longer allowed to make searches. During
her searches, Choy ticked a reason box that said
“traffic and transportation related matters”. But
Judge Chui ruled media reporting was not covered.
Choy’s lawyers argued her searches served the
public interest and helped Hong Kongers “get
closer to the truth”. “Today is a dark day for Hong
Kong journalists,” Chris Yeung, head of the Hong
Kong Journalists Association, said yesterday. Au-
thoritarian China heavily censors the media. —AFP
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Indonesia hunts for missing 
submarine with 53 aboard

Oil spill points to possible damage to submarine’s fuel tank

Indonesian navy ships arrive at the naval base in Banyuwangi yesterday to join in the search for a
decades-old navy submarine that went missing off the coast of Bali with 53 crew aboard during reg-
ular exercises. — AFP

HONG KONG: Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK)
producer Bao Choy Yuk-ling reacts as she
speaks to the press at the West Kowloon Courts
building in Hong Kong yesterday after she was
found guilty of improperly searching a public
vehicle license database to help track down the
perpetrators of an attack on democracy sup-
porters by government loyalists. — AFP

HK crackdown 
pushes veteran 
activists to wed
HONG KONG: Both veteran Marxists who
have spent decades campaigning for Hong
Kong democracy, Chan Po-ying and Leung
Kwok-hung viewed marriage as something of
a patriarchal and unnecessary institution.  But
when China’s crackdown on Hong Kong dissi-
dents came for Leung, 63, they finally tied the
knot. The couple have been together for 45
years and are two of the most prominent faces
on Hong Kong’s left, campaigning first against
colonial Britain and then China’s increasingly
authoritarian rule.

Over the years Leung-better known by his
sobriquet “Long Hair”-has been in and out of
prison on short sentences for his activism.  Last
week he was among a group of dissidents sen-
tenced to 18 months for organizing an “unlaw-
ful protest”. But it was the sudden imposition
last year of a sweeping national security law-
which carries up to life in prison-that finally
pushed them to wed.

“We never thought we needed to get mar-
ried until long-term imprisonment came right
in our faces,” Chan, 63, told AFP from the office
of the League of Social Democrats (LSD), a
leftist opposition party she and Leung helped
found in 2006. “It was the national security law
that propelled us to make up our mind,” she
added.

‘More than a wife’ 
As a married couple, the pair would have

greater prison and court visitation rights
should one of them be detained long term, they
reasoned. National security police came for
Leung in early January.  He was among dozens
of opposition figures arrested on charges of
“subversion” for organizing an unofficial pri-
mary last year to decide who will run in local
elections. Chan and Leung wed soon after but
spent just 40 days together as newlyweds.
Leung was officially charged with subversion
alongside 46 others, most of whom have been
denied bail. Since then Chan has spent her days
shuffling between detention centers, the courts
and their office.

As an activist with her own long history of
campaigning, she balks at being known as
“Long Hair’s wife”.  “I think I am more than
that,” she said.  Born into a middle-class Hong
Kong family, Chan abandoned a potentially
comfortable life to pursue opposition politics,
founding grassroots feminist organisations
and working in garment factories to make
ends meet. —AFP


