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KARAPINAR, Turkey: Sinkholes wide enough
to swallow a bus dot the drought-stricken
breadbasket of the Turkish plains, worrying
farmers as they spread and creep closer to resi-
dential homes. “The drought situation is getting
worse,” said farmer Tahsin Gundogdu, whose
harvest includes potatoes he sells to the US food
giant PepsiCo. The 57-year-old has seen the
huge holes yawn open in the past 10 to 15 years
as the overuse of groundwater for irrigation
takes its toll. Dizzyingly deep, they appear when
underground caverns created by drought can no
longer contain the weight of the layer of soil
above. This puts farmers in a bind.

Attempts to get water by other means are
more expensive, cutting farmers’ incomes. But
continued reliance on groundwater will likely
make the problem only worse. Professor
Fetullah Arik has counted around 600 sink-
holes in the Konya plain, where he heads the
Sinkhole Research Centre at the Konya
Technical University - nearly double the 350
counted last year.

‘Worse than COVID’ 
Experts want the government to do more to

address extreme drought, blaming the lack of a
proper water management policy for Turkey’s
woes. Trying to cut groundwater use, farmers
have been forced to water their fields more,
leading to higher electricity bills. “We usually
would water the land twice a year but now we’re
doing it five or six times,” said Hazim Sezer, a
57-year-old farmer in Karapinar.

But Gundogdu said some farmers still turn to
illegally using groundwater for their crops. If not

addressed, drought will hurt farmers and con-
sumers “as much as, if not worse” than the eco-
nomic shock of the coronavirus pandemic, said
Baki Remzi Suicmez, head of Turkey’s Chamber
of Agricultural Engineers (ZMO). “Until last year,
we had never seen drought like this,” farmer
Kamil Isikli agreed, adding he was more opti-
mistic for 2021 after rain fell earlier this year.
“Farmers no longer have enough money from
one month to the next to pay their bills,” Isikli
said. “They can’t afford anything anymore.”

Sezer urged the government to create under-
ground systems that redirect water to the plains
that would otherwise end up in the seas. Murat
Akbulut, head of ZMO’s Konya branch, said this

could offer a “significant solution” for Konya,
whose Beysehir Lake has seen its water reserves
shrink to 123 million tons from 450 million tons in
2020. This drop “will lead to real irrigation issues
for the plain,” Akbulut said. Nearly 77 percent of
Turkey’s water is consumed by the agricultural
sector, Suicmez told AFP.

Turkey is actually facing two types of
drought. The first is meteorological, due to dry
weather, and the second is hydrological, which
means water levels are low in streams, reservoirs
and groundwater levels. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan hosted his first water forum last month,
promising to “renew and improve the agricultur-
al irrigation systems”.—AFP

Sinkholes fill Turkey’s breadbasket
Experts blame lack of proper water management policy for woes 

Pollution costs 
Indian businesses 
$95bn a year
PARIS: Toxic air that chokes Indian cities and
kills hundreds of thousands of people also carries
a grim economic burden for the country’s com-
panies of around $95 billion a year, according to
researchers who urged firms to lead the drive
against pollution. Air pollution shortens lives
worldwide by nearly three years on average, and
causes millions of premature deaths annually. 

India is one of the worst affected countries,
with many regions often cloaked in a smog of
hazardous particles. The Lancet’s Global Burden
of Disease study estimated pollution caused
some 1.7 million premature deaths in India in
2019 - nearly 18 percent of all deaths in the
country. Building on this, a new analysis by con-
sultancy firm Dalberg Advisors found that pollu-
tion-related absenteeism, productivity loss,
reduced consumer and tourist spending all add
up to cost Indian businesses $95 billion a year,
roughly three percent of the country’s gross
domestic product. 

“Clean air is a precondition for businesses to
thrive,” said Dalberg Asia Director Gaurav
Gupta. “Industry leaders should take more own-
ership and become advocates in the movement
for cleaner air.” Lost working years from the
hundreds of thousands of premature deaths were
estimated to cost the Indian economy $44 billion

in 2019, according to the report, which was com-
missioned by the Clean Air Fund, a philanthropic
organization. Beyond that, Dalberg said the
effects of pollution on Indian workers’ health
means they take 1.4 billion sick days a year, which
they said amounts to around $6 billion in lost
revenue. —AFP

Samsung boss on 
trial over takeover
SEOUL: The jailed de facto leader of the
giant Samsung group went on trial yester-
day over a stock manipulation case that
effectively puts South Korea’s system of
conglomerate control in the dock.
Samsung - whose flagship subsidiary is
among the world’s biggest smartphone
and computer chip makers - is by far the
largest of the family-controlled empires
known as chaebols that dominate business
in South Korea, the world’s 12th-largest
economy.

Chaebol families often have only a
small ownership stake in their empires, but
maintain control through complex webs of
cross-shareholdings between units. Lee
Jae-yong, the vice-chairman of Samsung
Electronics and the grandson of the
group’s founder, is accused of stock
manipulation, breach of trust and other
offences when two other subsidiaries,
Samsung C&T and Cheil Industries,
merged in 2015.

Lee - who had emergency surgery for
appendicitis last month, delaying the pro-
ceedings - looked gaunt in court, reports
said, and wore a dark suit with a white
shirt. Lee was the largest shareholder in
Cheil Industries, and critics say Samsung
sought to artificially lower the price of
C&T to give him a bigger stake in the
merged entity - a key part of the Samsung
structure - consolidating his grip on the
conglomerate ahead of his father’s death
last year.

His lawyers have previously said that
everything he did in connection with the
merger was legal. Lee is already serving a
two-and-a-half year prison sentence for
bribery, embezzlement and other offences
in connection with the corruption scandal
that brought down ex-South Korean pres-
ident Park Geun-hye. Samsung is crucial
to South Korea’s economic health, and is
active in sectors ranging from construc-
tion to healthcare to insurance.

But Vladimir Tikhonov, professor of
Korean Studies at the University of Oslo,
told AFP: “The most problematic aspect is
the attempted continuation of the unchal-
lenged dynastic rule over a company
which is responsible over 20 percent of
South Korea’s GDP. “Samsung’s main
stakeholders are its shareowners, includ-
ing the minor ones, its workers and South
Korean society as a whole,” he said. “It is
too big to be a dynastic property.”—AFP

This picture taken on April 13, 2021 shows an aerial view of a sinkhole in Konya. — AFP 

AJMER, India: In this file photograph taken on Nov 2, 2020, smoke billows from a factory chimney during
a smoggy morning. — AFP 


