
PARIS: Football’s most powerful clubs faced
mounting calls for reprisals over the European
Super League fiasco yesterday, as the rebel com-
petition’s boss insisted it was merely “on standby”
despite nine teams pulling out. Super League
chief Florentino Perez, president of Real Madrid,
complained about the “aggression” prompted by
the breakaway league, which folded just 48 hours
after its unveiling following blanket opposition
from fans and officials.

Manchester City, Manchester United, Arsenal,
Liverpool, Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea with-
drew on Tuesday, followed by Atletico Madrid,
Inter Milan and AC Milan on Wednesday. It leaves
just Barcelona and Perez’s Real Madrid, along
with Italian champions Juventus - who admitted
the lucrative project could not now go ahead.

Despite the tournament’s swift demise, Perez
was defiant, saying: “The project is on standby.
The project exists.” “I am sad and disappointed.
We have been working on this for three years and
fighting against the financial situation in Spanish
football,” added Perez, in an interview with
Spain’s Cadena Ser radio.

“I have never seen aggression like it, from the
president of UEFA and some presidents of the
national leagues. It seemed orchestrated, it sur-
prised all of us. It was like nothing I’ve seen in my
career, like we had killed football. We were work-
ing on how to save football.”

The clubs apologized to their fans for joining
the ill-conceived, JPMorgan-backed league,
which drew accusations of greed and a lack of re-
spect for football’s traditions. The powerhouse
clubs, saddled with huge debts and wage bills,
stood to share billions from the annual league,

where they were guaranteed entry each year. But
they quickly backtracked following strident ob-
jections from European and world bodies UEFA
and FIFA, threats of legal action and protests by
fans.

UEFA’s executive committee will decide
whether to punish the “dirty dozen” at its next
meeting on Friday, said its Swedish vice-pres-
ident Karl-Erik Nilsson. “It’s already had con-
sequences one way or another, with the shame
they have to live with now,” Nilsson told foot-
ball website Fotbollskanalen. “There will be
consequences in their own organizations, and

whether there will be further consequences is
something we need to discuss.” Supporter
groups are calling for “real change” at their
clubs, whose foreign owners are often seen as
aloof and out of touch with fans. “The Super
League is dead. Now we need to work with
government to change how English football
clubs are owned,” said the Arsenal Supporters’
Trust, while the Spirit of Shankly accused Liv-
erpool owner John Henry of “crocodile tears”.
“This debacle must be a catalyst for real
change, not an exercise in damage limitation,”
the fan group said.—AFP
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Super League fiasco leaves 
‘dirty dozen’ facing punishment

Manchester Utd 
fans protest 
against Glazers
LONDON: Manchester United fans
breached security at their club’s training
ground yesterday as they protested against
the Glazer family for the owners’ role in the
failed European Super League plot. United
manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer was forced to
speak to around 20 supporters after they
blocked both entrances to the Carrington
headquarters.

The protestors unfurled banners that read
“51% MUFC 20”, “We decide when you
play” and “Glazer out”. The 51 percent is a
reference to fans holding the majority of vot-
ing rights at a club, which is commonplace in
German football. They posed for photos out-
side the entrance to the main building and on
the first-team training pitch.

“At approximately 9 am this morning a
group gained access to the club training
ground,” a United statement said. “The man-
ager and others spoke to them. Buildings
were secure and the group has now left the
site.” United have been under the American
family’s ownership since they completed their
controversial takeover in 2005.

The Glazers have never been liked by
United fans but their reputation sank to a
new low after their leading role in attempting
to launch the European Super League.
United co-chairman Joel Glazer was named
vice-chairman of the despised breakaway
competition, which collapsed on Tuesday
when all six Premier League clubs involved
were forced to withdraw due to the furious
public backlash.

In the fallout, United announced execu-
tive vice-chairman Ed Woodward would
leave by the end of the year, while Glazer
admitted “we got it wrong” in an open letter
to fans on Wednesday. Glazer has not at-
tended a United game in over two years and
his apology speech marked his first commu-
nication with supporters in almost 16 years.

The letter read: “You made very clear
your opposition to the European Super
League, and we have listened. We got it
wrong, and we want to show that we can put
things right. Although the wounds are raw
and I understand that it will take time for the
scars to heal, I am personally committed to
rebuilding trust with our fans and learning
from the message you delivered with such
conviction.—AFP

Olunga hat-trick 
leads Al Duhail to 
win over Esteghlal
DOHA: Kenyan international Michael Olunga
scored the first hat-trick of this year’s Asian
Champions League to spark Qatar giants Al
Duhail to a thrilling 4-3 victory over Iran’s Estegh-
lal on Wednesday. Olunga, who left Japan’s
Kashiwa Reysol to join Al Duhail earlier this year,
struck twice in the first half before completing his
hat-trick in the 85th minute to put the Qataris on
top of Group C with seven points from three
matches.

Al Duhail, who were dethroned as champions
by Xavi’s Al Sadd in the Qatar Stars League in
March, have not been a real force at the continen-
tal level, having never progressed beyond the
quarterfinals. But Wednesday’s performance must
have lifted their hopes with Olunga scoring his
second hat-trick this year, having starred in Al
Duhail’s 6-0 win against Al Ahli in Qatar’s Amir
Cup. Esteghlal took the lead at the King Abdullah
Sports City in Jeddah with Amir Motahari power-
ing in a header off a Seyed Mousavi cross in the

fourth minute. The 6ft 4in Olunga then took charge
of the game, netting the equalizer in the 10th
minute after Esteghlal goalkeeper Mohamed
Mazaheri had parried a powerful shot from Edmil-
son onto his path.

Olunga was in the thick of the action in the 27th
minute taking advantage of a wayward pass from
Masoud Rigi inside the box and firing home. Al
Duhail’s lead didn’t last long as Chieck Diabate
scored with an easy tap-in in the 34th minute after
Motahari had crossed to him following a great
pass by Farshid Esmaeili. However, just on the
stroke of half-time Al Duhail were a goal up again
with Abdullah Al-Ahrak finding the net off a cross
from Mohamed Musa. There was more drama to
come as the Iranians drew level once again with
captain Esmaeili scoring in the 74th minute with a
diving header following a corner. The match ap-
peared heading for a draw when Olunga com-
pleted his hat-trick by controlling a cross from
Ismael Mohamed and firing home.

In Group A, Saudi’s Al Hilal consolidated their
position at the top with a 3-1 win over Tajik debu-
tants Istiqlol at the Prince Faisal Stadium in Riyadh.
Hattan Bahebri scored a second half brace for Al
Hilal, who won the title in 2019 but were thrown
out of last year’s competition because of a spate
of coronavirus infections among the squad. —AFP

JEDDAH: Esteghlal’s defender Mohammad Moradmand
(right) heads the ball ahead of Duhail’s forward Michael Ol-
unga during the AFC Champions League group C match at
the King Abdullah sport city stadium on Wednesday. — AFP 

DUBAI: This combination of pictures shows the owners or chairmen of the 12 major European Football clubs that an-
nounced the launch of a breakaway European Super League. (From top left to bottom right) Real Madrid’s Florentino
Perez, FC Barcelona’s Joan Laporta, Atletico Madrid’s Enrique Cerezo, Juventus’s Andrea Agnelli, Inter Milan’s Steven
Zhang, AC Milan’s Ivan Gazidis, Arsenal’s Stan Kroenke, Manchester United’s Joel Glazer, Liverpool’s John W Henry, Tot-
tenham Hotspur’s chairman Daniel Levy, Chelsea’s Roman Abramovich and Manchester City’s Ferran Soriano. — AFP 


