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82 killed as fire engulfs  
COVID hospital in Iraq

Amir sends condolences to Saleh; Kadhemi fires health minister 
BAGHDAD: More than 80 people 
died yesterday in a fire that ripped 
through an Iraqi COVID-19 hospital, 
sparking anger and prompting the 
suspension of top officials in a coun-
try with a long-dilapidated health 
infrastructure. Many of the victims 
were on respirators and were suffo-
cated or burned in the smoke and 
flames when the blaze at eastern 
Baghdad’s Ibn Al-Khatib hospital 
started with an explosion caused by 
“a fault in the storage of oxygen 
cylinders”, medical sources said. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
yesterday sent a cable to Iraqi 
President Barham Saleh, voicing 
heartfelt and sincere condolences 
over the victims of the fire that erupt-
ed in Ibn Al-Khateeb Hospital in the 
Capital Baghdad and left a number of 
people dead or injured. 

The Iraqi health ministry said 82 
people were killed and 110 wounded, 
while the Iraqi Human Rights 
Commission said 28 of the victims 
were patients who had to be taken off 
ventilators to escape the flames. The 
blaze spread quickly across multiple 
floors in the middle of the night, as 

dozens of relatives were at the bed-
sides of the 30 patients in the hospi-
tal’s intensive care unit where the 
most severe COVID-19 cases are 
treated, a medical source said. 

“The hospital had no fire protec-
tion system and false ceilings allowed 
the flames to spread to highly flamma-
ble products,” Iraq’s civil defense 
services said. 

Prime Minister Mustafa Al-
Kadhemi suspended Health Minister 
Hassan Al-Tamimi-who is backed by 
the powerful Shiite leader Moqtada 
Sadr-amid angry cal ls  on social 
media for him to be sacked, as part 
of a probe that would also include 
the governor of Baghdad. Kadhemi 
also declared three days of national 
mourning, while parliament said it 
would devote its session today to 
the tragedy. Witnesses said the 
evacuation was slow and chaotic, 
with patients and their relatives 
crammed into stairwel ls  as they 
scrambled for exits. “It was the peo-
ple (civilians) who got the wounded 
out,” Amir, 35, told AFP, saying he 
saved his hospitalized brothers “by 
the skin of his teeth”.   
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NAJAF: Iraqis transport coffins of relatives killed during a fire in a hospital in the capital, ahead of a funeral procession in the holy 
shrine city of Najaf yesterday. — AFP

By Yasmein Mohammad 
 

Ramadan, the month of blessings and 
righteousness. The holy month of 
Ramadan is observed by Muslims all 

around the world. The followers of Islam cele-
brate this annual auspicious month by fasting, 
praying as well as abstaining from pleasures to 
seek great rewards from Allah (SWT). This holy 
month marks the day that the Creator of all, 
Allah (SWT) sent the Noble Quran to the last 
Prophet and Messenger - Muhammad (PBUH). 
The Noble Quran was revealed to the Prophet 
(PBUH) as a mercy to guide all mankind. “We 
have sent you forth as nothing but mercy to 
people of the whole world.” (Al-Anbya 21:107) 

Ramadan has many countless known and 
unknown benefits and blessings that are  
bestowed upon us from the All-wise, All-know-
ing God, Allah (SWT). Some of the few benefits 
of fasting are the health benefits for human 
beings. One of the health benefits of fasting is 
that it acts as a form of dieting and toxin-
cleansing. As we know, intermittent fasting has 
become a health trend over the last few years. 
Some of the methods include fasting for 14-16 
hours every day, and other methods include 
fasting twice a week. (Refer to 
www.healthline.com/nutrition/6-ways-to-do-
intermittent-fasting#TOC_TITLE_HDR_4).  

Fasting was prescribed to Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) more than 1400 years ago. The 
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) was asked about fast-
ing on Mondays. He said, “Deeds of people are 
presented (to Allah) on Mondays and Thursdays. 
So I like that my deeds be presented to the 
Almighty Allah while I am fasting.” (Reported by 
Al-Tirmidhi). This shows that Muslims shouldn’t 
only fast for the health benefits, but should seek 
the good pleasure of Allah (SWT), and in return 
get abundant rewards In Sha’Allah. 
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The benefits  
of Ramadan

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Thirty opposition lawmakers yesterday 
decided to prevent Assembly sessions from taking 
place unless they are allowed to grill HH the Prime 
Minister. The decision came during a meeting of the 
30 MPs on Saturday night to discuss the political 
developments in the country. All the lawmakers then 

wrote on their Twitter accounts the same message 
that unless the Prime Minister takes the podium to 
be questioned, there will be no Assembly sessions. 
The Assembly is scheduled to hold its regular ses-
sions tomorrow and Wednesday. 

During the Assembly session on March 30, boy-
cotted by the opposition, the Assembly decided to 
postpone grillings of His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah until the end of 
2022. Opposition MPs say the decision is illegal 
because the counting of votes was not done in accor-
dance with the law and the postponement is against 
the constitution because grillings cannot be postponed 
for such lengthy periods. 

“Tuesday’s session is decisive. It is a session of ‘be 
or not to be’ in the defense of the constitution,” leading 

opposition MP Mohammad Al-Mutair said. MP Hasan 
Jowhar hosted the meeting, yesterday. He said the 
opposition has enough votes to pass a no-confidence 
motion against the health minister and replace him.  

There were reports on social media that opposi-
tion MPs plan to occupy the front row of the 
National Assembly which is reserved for the Prime 
Minister and other Cabinet members to press for 
the Prime Minister to face the grilling. 

Meanwhile, MP Osama Al-Shaheen said that he 
and nine other MPs submitted a request to con-
vene a special session of the Assembly on June 6 
to approve amendments to a law criminalizing 
normalization with Israel. The amendments will 
make it difficult for any possible dealings with the 
Jewish state.

Opposition MPs  
vow no sessions  
without grilling 

BALI: A missing Indonesian subma-
rine has been found cracked apart on 
the seabed in waters off Bali, the mili-
tary said yesterday, as it confirmed 
that all 53 crew perished in the disas-
ter. Authorities said that they received 
signals from the location more than 
800 meters (2,600 feet) deep early 
yesterday  morning. They had used an 
underwater submarine rescue vehicle 
supplied by Singapore to get a visual 

confirmation of the KRI Nanggala 
402. More parts from the vessel were 
also retrieved, including an anchor 
and safety suits worn by crew mem-
bers, they said. 

“There were parts of KRI 
Nanggala 402 — it was broken into 
three pieces,” said Navy Chief of Staff 
Yudo Margono. The discovery comes 
a day after the navy had first con-
firmed the retrieval of fragments from 
the submarine, including items from 
inside the vessel. They had also 
declared that it had sunk, effectively 
ending any chance of finding sur-
vivors. Among the earlier items recov-
ered were a piece of the torpedo sys-
tem and a bottle of grease used to  
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Indonesia finds 
submarine;  
53 crew dead

DENPASAR, Bali: Military chief Hadi Tjahjanto (front right) watches as his officer 
shows a diagram of the missing submarine during a press conference in 
Denpasar, Bali yesterday. — AFP

BEIRUT: At least three people died when an 
Iranian tanker was attacked off Syria’s coast 
Saturday, in the first assault of its kind since the war 
started a decade ago, a war monitor said. “At least 

three Syrians were killed, including two members of 
the crew” in the attack that sparked a fire, said Rami 
Abdel Rahman, head of the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights said. 

It was not clear who carried out the attack, the 
war monitor said. “We don’t know if this was an 
Israeli attack,” Abdel Rahman told AFP, adding that 
“the Iranian tanker came from Iran and was not far 
from Banias port”. It was also not clear if a drone 
or a missi le was used in the attack, the 
Observatory said. 
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Three killed as 
Iran fuel tanker  
attacked off Syria

Smoke billowing from a tanker off the coast of the 
western Syrian city of Baniyas. —AFP


