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Knicks win ninth straight game,
Bucks dominate struggling Sixers

LOS ANGELES: Julius Randle carried the offense,
scoring 31 points and grabbing 10 rebounds as the
New York Knicks won their ninth NBA straight game
by routing the Toronto Raptors 120-103 on Saturday.
The Knicks are in the midst of their longest winning
streak in eight years, since they won 13 straight in the
2012-13 NBA season.

RJ Barrett scored 20 of his 25 points in the second
half and had 12 rebounds and Derrick Rose chipped in
with 19 points for the Knicks, who also won their sev-
enth consecutive home game. “We’re peaking but we
can still get a lot better,” Randle said. “Obviously offen-
sively we’re playing well, but defensively for a full 48
minutes I feel like we can be a lot better.”

New York shot 56 percent from the floor and made
16 shots from beyond the arc in front of the pandemic-
limited crowd of 1,900 at Madison Square Garden. The
Knicks improved to 34-27 on the season and are six
and a half games behind the first place Brooklyn Nets
in the Eastern Conference. The 12th place Raptors
dropped to 25-35.

Fred VanVleet and OG Anunoby scored 27 apiece
for Toronto, who saw a four-game winning streak halt-
ed. Pascal Siakam poured in 26 points, and VanVleet
added 11 assists for the Raptors, who shot 43.4 percent
from the floor.

A week ago, the thought of any team beating the
Philadelphia 76ers twice in three days would have
seemed a daunting task. But Milwaukee took care of
business Saturday as Giannis Antetokounmpo scored
24 points to move into second place in franchise history
for points scored as the Bucks clobbered the struggling

Sixers 132-94 in Milwaukee. Antetokounmpo also had
14 rebounds and seven assists as he passed Glenn
Robinson to reach 12,023 in his career. Robinson fin-
ished with 12,010. Antetokounmpo trails only Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar (14,211) for the club record.

“It’s a great compliment,” Antetokounmpo said. “I’ve
got to keep working hard. It’s a marathon. It’s not a
sprint. So I’ve got to keep working hard, keep believing
in myself, keep polishing my skills, keep having great
teammates that I love to be playing (with), a great
coaching staff. It’s good. It’s a lot of hard work that
paid off, but I’ve got to keep moving forward.”

The Bucks completed the three-game season sweep
of the Sixers and now hold a playoff tiebreaker if both
teams finish with the same record. Milwaukee sits two-
and-a-half games behind the Nets in the East.

The demands of the recent schedule have been
extraordinarily tough for Philadelphia, who were with-
out Ben Simmons for a fourth straight game with an ill-
ness. Just prior to tip-off the Sixers learned star center
Joel Embiid couldn’t play because of a sore shoulder.
Embiid has now missed 19 games this season.

Bobby Portis added 17 points, Bryn Forbes and
Jordan Nwora each had 13 and Jrue Holiday had 12
points for the Bucks. Shake Milton and Tyrese Maxey
led the Sixers with 15 points apiece. Seth Curry added
13 points and Dwight Howard chipped in 12 rebounds
for 76ers, who have lost four straight. In Dallas, Luka
Doncic finished with 18 points, 13 assists and eight
rebounds as the Dallas Mavericks came from behind to
defeat the Los Angeles Lakers 108-93. Dallas trailed by
17 points but then seized command in the fourth and

stretched their lead to double figures before putting
the finishing touches in the stretch drive.

Dwight Powell posted a game-high 25 points and
nine rebounds, Dorian Finney-Smith finished with 21
points and seven rebounds in the win. Ben McLemore

scored 20 points to lead the Lakers, who shot a dismal
12-for-45 from the three-point range. In Salt Lake City,
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 24 points with 12 rebounds
as the Minnesota Timberwolves stormed back from a 17-
point deficit to upset the Utah Jazz 101-96. — AFP

NEW YORK: Julius Randle #30 of the New York Knicks handles the ball during the game against the Toronto
Raptors on Saturday at Madison Square Garden in New York City, New York. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Pablo Sisniega #23 of Los Angeles FC makes a save against the Seattle Sounders during the sec-
ond half at Banc of California Stadium on Saturday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

In Texas, cowboys
buck up at return
of rodeos
SAN ANGELO: It took Jeff Bertus 14 hours to drive
from his small town in South Dakota to reach the Friday
night rodeo in San Angelo, Texas, fueled by the young
cowboy’s hope of seeing eight seconds of action —
tops. The baby-faced American aged 29 is a bull rider,
one of the stars that rodeo crowds wait for all evening
and who are often the reason people buy tickets.

Their job is to try and stay on the back of an out-of-
control bull for eight seconds. Once flung to the ground,
they have to avoid being gored or crushed by the pow-
erful animals. Only the boldest (and luckiest) earn a
reward of $2,000 to $7,000 as best rider of the
evening. But despite the high stakes, the San Angelo
rodeo is a real relief for the riders: after a year in which
the coronavirus pandemic closed down much of the
rodeo circuit, the event is a sign that things are starting
to go back to normal.

Bertus is excited to finally get back in the saddle,
where he’s been comfortable since childhood. “I’ve been
doing it for quite a while, I guess,” he says, smiling, as he
uses resin to coat the rope that will go around the bull’s
stomach, and that he’ll cling to while getting bucked
around. “Since I was little and started out with calves
and slowly kept on, getting on more and more.” In win-
ter, riders generally participate in a few competitions
over the weekend. But during the summer, the high sea-
son, there are about five rodeos each week.

Masks recommended but rare
Then begins a busy, but also expensive time for

them: “You can make a lot of money riding bulls in
rodeos, but you also spend a lot of money like on fuel,
plane tickets, hotels... all that stuff,” says Ty Wainwright,
a 22-year-old from Louisiana. “Just going up and down

the road.”At San Angelo, the evenings are packed with
patriotic tributes and Wild West-style competitions —
the national anthem, cowgirl races, Texas flag parades,
lasso contests... The rodeo, which takes place in the
heart of ranching country, draws 5,000 spectators per
night over three weekends.

Mask wearing is recommended but rarely followed.
Fifteen days after the rodeo opened in early April,
health authorities said that infection rates have stayed
low in the county, with only three new cases out of
120,000 residents.

The pandemic has not disrupted this event at all,
unlike so many others: the 2020 rodeo was scheduled a
few weeks before the crisis broke out in the United
States, and the 2021 rodeo was set a month after the
state reopening announced by Governor Greg Abbott in
early March.

‘Full swing’
Other rodeos were not so lucky. The biggest one in

Texas, in Houston, was canceled in early February for
the second year in a row. “There’s a couple of months
when there wasn’t any rodeos,” says Jake Orman, a 29-
year-old professional cowboy and a specialist in team
calf roping. There were a few during the summer, but
“we had to drive like ten hours to every rodeo, and they
didn’t pay very good,” he said. “But at least they were
having rodeos.”

Bull rider Wyatt Gregg, who coaches a Texas univer-
sity rodeo team with his wife, says he stayed home
doing “cowboy work, mainly. “Stuck at the house, so (I
got) a lot of fence work done and rebuilding, and work-
ing with cattle and horses at home for the most part,”
says the 31-year-old. “But now it’s set up, back in the full
swing, summer round is coming up and (I) decided to be
at it all summer long.”

The rodeo gets off to a good start for Gregg
because, unlike Bertus and Wainwright, he manages to
stay on his bull for eight seconds. Although he is well
ranked, he is eventually surpassed by a high-schooler,
Jace Trosclair, who managed to make the most of the
past odd year.—AFP

Saudi giants stunned
by Tajiks in Asian
Champions League
DOHA: Saudi giants Al Hilal crashed to a humiliating
4-1 defeat against Istiqlol in the Asian Champions
League on Saturday, a result that boosted the Tajik
side’s chances of qualifying for the knockout stage.
Three-times continental champs Al Hilal had beaten
Istiqlol 3-1 on Wednesday but were in for a massive
shock in the return.

Russian-born midfielder Manuchekhr Dzhalilov and
Manuchehr Safarov each grabbed a brace at the
Prince Faisal bin Fahad Stadium in Jeddah. Al Hilal, who
last won the tournament in 2019 but were kicked out
last year following a spate of coronavirus infections in
the squad that left them without enough players,
showed early intent on Saturday.

They opened their account through a header from
French striker Bafetimbi Gomis in the 34th minute. But
that was the only bright moment for the Saudi side as
Dzhalilov struck twice in the span of six minutes to
give Istiqlol a 2-1 lead at half-time.

When play resumed, Istiqlol continued to build
pressure and it paid off with Safarov taking charge this
time.  The 19-year-old defender made it 3-1 in the 49th
minute with his intended cross from the right dropping
into the goal stunning goalkeeper Abdulla al-Maiouf.
Safarov completed his double four minutes later with a
powerful low shot after receiving a pass from Rustom
Soirov to leave the Saudis, who were hugely favoured
to top Group A, stunned.

In another match, the UAE’s Shabab Al Ahli defeat-
ed Uzbekistan’s AGMK 3-1 to join Al Hilal and Istiqlol
on seven points and leave Group A wide open. Only
the group winners and three best second-placed
teams make the last 16 phase. Harib Suhail, Carlos
Eduardo and Ahmed Hashmi scored for Shabab in the
first half while Shohruh Gadoev accounted for AGMK’s
only goal of the match.

In Group C, Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli kept alive their
slim hopes of qualifying for the knockout phase with a
2-1 win over Iraq’s Al Shorta. Abdulrahman Ghareeb’s
79th minute goal clinched three points for the two-
time runners-up at their home ground at the King
Abdullah Sports City in Jeddah, one of the three bio-
secure hubs in Saudi Arabia where the west zone
matches of the tournament are being played.

Syrian striker Omar al-Somah had given the Saudis
a fifth minute lead, scoring from inside the six-yard
box off a Driss Fettouhi corner. But their joy was
short-lived as Fahad Youssef restored parity in the
26th minute after he gathered the ball following a free-
kick and blasted it past goalkeeper Mohamed al-
Owais. After several close chances for both teams,
Ghareeb made amends for his miss earlier with a low
shot from a pass from al-Somah to seal Al Ahli’s sec-
ond victory over the Iraqis, who crashed out of the
tournament with their fourth consecutive defeat.

Also in Group C, Qatar’s Al Duhail and Iran’s

Esteghlal played out a 2-2 draw at the King Abdullah
Sports City in Jeddah. Michael Olunga, who had
scored a hat-trick against Esteghlal three days ago
when Al Duhail won 4-3 again excelled for the Qataris.
He scored two goals with the result consolidating his
team’s position at the top with eight points. — AFP

Aussie Rules match
attracts ‘record’
pandemic crowd
MELBOURNE: Just over 78,000 spectators
packed a Melbourne stadium yesterday for an
Australian Rules football match, in what is believed
to be the biggest crowd at a sporting fixture since
the COVID-19 pandemic began. However, the
crowd size at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) fell short of expectations that 85,000
could attend the traditional Anzac Day match
between the Collingwood Magpies and Essendon
Bombers.

The MCG can seat 100,000 people and the
Australian Football League (AFL) had hoped
health authorities would allow the match to be
played in front of a capacity stadium. However,
officials ordered ticket sales to be capped at 85
percent of capacity, up from a previous limit of 75
percent. A spokeswoman for the MCG said 78,311
people attended yesterday. One commentator for
Channel 7, which broadcast the match, said “we
think that’s a world record crowd for any sporting
event since the pandemic hit”.—AFP

SAN ANGELO: Riders carry the Texas state flag during the opening ceremony of the San Angelo Stock Show and
Rodeo, April 16, 2021 in San Angelo, Texas. — AFP

RIYADH: Al Hilal’s midfielder Andre Carrillo (left) is
marked by Istiklol’s midfielder Alisher Dzhalilov during
the AFC Champions League group A match between
Tajikistan’s Istiklol and Saudi’s Al Hilal on Saturday, at
the Prince Faisal Bin Fahd football stadium in the
Saudi capital of Riyadh. — AFP

Sounders escape
with 1-1 draw
against LAFC
LOS ANGELES: Seattle’s Brad Smith grabbed the
second-half equalizer as the Sounders escaped with a
1-1 draw against Los Angeles FC in a clash of Major
League Soccer Western Conference heavyweights on
Saturday.

LAFC, who were without forwards Carlos Vela and
Diego Rossi, had seized the lead in the second minute
on a free kick from Eduard Atuesta from just outside
the penalty area. Xavier Arreaga was whistled for a
foul on Kwadwo Opoku and Atuesta slotted the free
kick underneath the Sounders’ defensive wall and past
diving Seattle keeper Stefan Frei. The goal in the 85th
second was the fastest ever scored by LAFC.

The lead would stand through the opening half,
Seattle’s best chance to pull back a shot before the

break coming in the 24th minute, when Cristian
Roldan’s long-range blast bounced off the post. The
rebound landed in front of Joshua Atencio, whose left-
footed shot sailed over the crossbar.

Mark-Anthony Kaye came close to doubling
LAFC’s lead early in the second half, but his shot at an
open goal rolled past the far post. And Seattle, who fell
to the Columbus Crew in the MLS Cup final last sea-
son, pulled level in the 54th as Australian forward
Smith headed in the rebound after Raul Ruidiaz’s effort
was blocked by Pablo Sisniega.

Elsewhere on the second weekend of the 2021 sea-
son, San Jose’s 17-year-old Cade Cowell scored one
goal and set up another in the Earthquakes’ 3-1 victory
over FC Dallas. An all-Canadian affair saw Toronto FC
and Vancouver Whitecaps play to a 2-2 draw in
Orlando, as the league’s Canadian clubs continue to
play south of the border amid the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic. In Colorado, Cecilio Dominguez scored twice
in the second half to lift expansion team Austin FC to a
3-1 win over the Colorado Rapids. Inter Miami rallied
for a 2-1 win against the Philadelphia Union as Gonzalo
Higuain and Federico Higuain became the first pair of
brothers to score in the same MLS game. — AFP


