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Qatar stages draw for key 
pre-World Cup test tournament

DOHA: Qatar staged the draw on Tuesday for 
the Arab Cup tournament this winter which will 
serve as a key test of the country’s readiness for 
the 2022 World Cup. The event in an opera 
house in the Qatari capital Doha saw a much-
reduced field of officials and regional football 
legends rubbing shoulders amid tight virus pre-
vention measures. 

“(It) will be a fantastic event — the first of 
many, the first FIFA Arab Cup... as an event to 
prepare for the World Cup, as an event to unite 
the Arab World,” said FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino ahead of the draw. “Everything is 
almost ready.” 

The tournament, which will see 23 teams vie 
to be Arab champions, wi l l  be staged unt i l 
December 18 at six of the eight stadiums which 
will host games in 2022. “This is the main test 
event for us prior to the World Cup in 2022,” 
said World Cup 2022 chief executive Nasser Al-
Khater. “At previous editions of the World Cup 
the Confederations Cup which had eight teams 
was their main test event, this will have 23.” 

So far Qatar has inaugurated three new ven-
ues and one refurbished ground with four still to 
open. Khater said two would be inaugurated 
before December. The 14 lowest-ranked teams 
according to the April edition of the FIFA world 
rankings will participate in single-leg playoffs 
ahead of the tournament. 

Only a handful of selected guests were flown 
in for the draw and were required to undergo 
coronavirus tests and stay in a bio-secure bub-
ble ahead of the event. Qatar national team 
coach Felix Sanchez said “this is a tournament 
Qatar is ready to deal with — they have all the 
stadiums, all the logistics that they need”. 

While FIFA has insisted the World Cup will be 
played in full stadiums, the virus prevention 
measures for this year’s event have not yet been 

disclosed. “We really want to host the tourna-
ments with the full return of fans. We hope the 
medical world will get us back to that stage by 
the end of the year,” Khater added. “We’re 
ready for any eventuality.” 

 
Whirlwind of criticism 

Qatar has suffered a whirlwind of criticism 
over its rights record and efforts to improve 
treatment of workers in recent months. Several 
European teams staged protests ahead of their 
qualifiers for the 2022 tournament, with the 
Danish football federation calling on FIFA to 

probe worker deaths. 
The issue of worker deaths is ultra-sensitive 

in Qatar which disputed media reports of avoid-
able deaths among migrant laborers who are 
predominantly from South Asia. Campaigners 
regularly accuse employers of exploitation and 
forcing laborers to work in dangerous condi-
tions. Qatari authorities insist they have done 
more than any country in the region to improve 
worker welfare. 

“In relation to Qatar, and as confirmed by the 
International Labor Organization and many oth-
ers, the (tournament) has already now con-

tributed significantly to the transformation of the 
labor rights situation there,” FIFA said in a 
statement. 

“Important legal changes (are) being imple-
mented by the Qatari authorities. Since con-
struction began in 2014, FIFA’s local partner, the 
Supreme Committee, has recorded three work-
related fatalities on FIFA World Cup sites and 35 
non-work-related deaths among its workforce.” 
The numbers do not include worker fatalities on 
projects not directly supervised by the World 
Cup organizers which have not been disclosed 
publicly. — AFP

DOHA: This handout picture released and taken on Tuesday by the FIFA shows 
Gianni Infantino, President of FIFA, speaking during the FIFA Arab Cup Qatar 2021 
Official Draw at Katara Opera House in Qatari capital Doha. — AFP

Nawaf Al-Temyat of Saudi Arabia holds the name of Qatar during the FIFA Arab 
Cup Qatar 2021 Official Draw.


