
A slice of history:
Charles and Diana
cake sells for £1,850

Aslice of cake from the 1981 wedding of
Prince Charles and Lady Diana
Spencer sold for £1,850 ($2,558) at

auction in Britain on Wednesday-with a warn-
ing not to eat it. The 40-year-old slab of marzi-
pan and thick white icing decorated with the
royal coat of arms fetched more than three
times its asking price of £300 to £500. “We
were amazed at the numbers of people want-
ing to bid on this large and unique piece of
royal cake icing,” said auctioneer Chris Albury,
a royal memorabilia specialist at Dominic
Winter Auctioneers in Cirencester, western
England. “There were lots of enquiries from
bidders, mostly in the UK, the USA and sever-
al countries in the Middle East,” he added in
an email.

The successful bidder comes from Leeds
in the north of England, Albury said.  The cake
was originally given to Moyra Smith, who
worked for Queen Elizabeth II’s mother at her
Clarence House residence in central London.
Following Smith’s death, her family sold it at
the same auction house in 2008 for £1,000 to
a private collector, who has now sold it at a
profit. “It appears to be in exactly the same
good condition as when originally sold, but we
advise against eating it,” the auctioneers said.

The cake remains as Smith kept it,
wrapped in cling film in a cake tin that she
labeled “Handle with care” and dated 29 July
1981, the day of the wedding. The auctioneers
said the slice came from a multi-tier cake
served to staff at Clarence House, where
Smith worked in the kitchen. Apart from the
main wedding cake, there were around 22
other cakes supplied by manufacturers for the
royal occasion, the auctioneers said.
Wednesday’s lot included order of service and
ceremonial programs for the wedding, a royal
wedding breakfast menu and a table seating
program from Buckingham Palace.—AFP
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An undated handout picture shows a slice of
cake from the 1981 wedding of Prince Charles
and Diana that is up for auction today. — AFP 

This file photo shows former BIGBANG boyband member Seungri (center), real name Lee Seung-hyun, taken into custody as he leaves the High Court in
Seoul. — AFP photos

Disgraced former K-pop star Seungri was
convicted of arranging prostitution and
other charges stemming from a sex and

drugs scandal and jailed for three years yes-
terday by a military court, officials said. The
30-year-old singer from popular boyband BIG-
BANG, who retired from showbusiness as the
scandal mounted and later enlisted in the mili-
tary, was found guilty on all nine counts
against him, a defence ministry official told
AFP. BIGBANG enjoyed widespread fame fol-
lowing their 2006 debut and Seungri-real
name Lee Seung-hyun-went on to become a
successful businessman. He was convicted of
arranging sex services for potential investors
in his business, as well as overseas gambling
at luxurious casinos in Las Vegas involving
illicit foreign exchange transactions.

“It is hard to see the defendant was not
aware of financial payments paid to the
women for sex,” media reports quoted judge
Hwang Min-je as saying. “It appears that he
carried out systematic sexual prostitution.”
Seungri had changed his testimony under
police questioning and in court, he added, and
“lacked credibility”. His illegal gambling was
“serious” given his status as a celebrity and it
went on over a long period. The singer was
also ordered to forfeit 1.15 billion won (around
$1 million). According to the charges he
arranged prostitutes for foreign investors on
24 occasions over five months from

September 2015. The investigation into the
scandal surrounding him uncovered a spate of
allegations against other musicians and per-
sonnel at YG Entertainment-Seungri’s former
agency and one of the biggest K-pop manage-
ment firms.

It prompted the agency’s CEO Yang Hyun-
suk to step down, facing probes of his own
into illicit gambling. Seungri was a member of
a mobile chat room where K-pop singer-song-
writer Jung Joon-young-now serving a five-

year sentence for gang rape and other
offences-distributed videos of sexual assaults
and other encounters. The revelations rocked
the K-pop industry and became the highest-
profile crime involving hidden cameras secret-
ly filming women, known as “molka” in South
Korea. Jung appeared as a witness in
Seungri’s trial and testified he was aware that
an adult entertainment manager who Seungri
knew had provided the women. Reaction to
the verdict was swift yesterday, with many
users online saying Seungri’s punishment was
too light for the offences. 

“While it is fortunate he is finally being
jailed, the term is too short,” a user on Naver,
the country’s largest portal, posted. Another
added: “It should’ve been 30 years, not three.”
The verdict came a month before he was due
to be discharged from his mandatory military
service. All able-bodied South Korean men are
obliged to fulfil around two years of military
service to defend the country from nuclear-
armed North Korea, with which it remains
technically at war. — AFP 

This file photo shows Seungri, a member of
the K-pop boy group BIGBANG, arriving for
questioning over criminal allegations.


