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KUWAIT: Seven people were killed and 17 others 
were injured in two separate deadly accidents 
reported in Kuwait over the weekend. The first acci-
dent took place north of the country Thursday night 
when two buses collided 
and burst into flames, leav-
ing five people dead and 15 
others injured.  

The operation room 
received a report on a hor-
rific crash that led to a fire 
on the two buses, Kuwait 
Fire Force (KFF) said in a 
statement. A firefighting 
team from Jahra rushed to 
the site and extinguished the fire, it noted, indicating 
that one of the buses belongs to a logistic service 

company. All passengers inside the two buses were 
evacuated, and the wounded were admitted to hos-
pitals by ambulances, it made clear. 

Meanwhile, a three-vehicle collision took place 
on Riyadh Road between 
Qurtuba and Yarmouk 
Thursday night, which left 
two people dead and two 
others injured. Fire and 
rescue men evacuated all 
passengers from the three 
vehicles, as the injured 
were rushed to hospital 
while the bodies were left 
to the coroner. 

Investigations were opened into the two accidents, 
KFF noted.

Seven killed, 17 hurt in two 
deadly accidents in Kuwait

Five dead in two-bus collision; two perish in three-car crash

KUWAIT: This picture released by Kuwait Fire Force shows one of the buses involved in a deadly accident 
north of the country Thursday night. The second bus involved in the deadly accident north of the country.

Fire engines are seen on the site of a deadly accident reported on Riyadh Road. 

Buses go into 
flames in 
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“I went to the office this morning, but the 

Taleban who were at the gate told us they have not 
received any orders to reopen government 
offices,” said Hamdullah. “They told us to watch 
TV or listen to the radio for an announcement 
about when to resume work.” 

Six days after the Taleban swept to power, the 
flow of people trying to flee continued to over-
whelm the international community. Roads leading 
to Kabul airport were choked with traffic. Families 
hoping for a miracle escape crowded between the 
barbed-wire surrounds of an unofficial no man’s 
land separating the Taleban from US troops and 
remnants of an Afghan special forces brigade help-
ing them. Video of a US soldier lifting a baby over a 
wall at Kabul airport offered the latest imagery of 
the utter despair, following horror footage of people 
hanging onto the outside of departing planes. 
“Please, please, please help me... where should I go, 
what should I do,” one man, who said he worked for 
the US embassy in the mid-2000s, wrote on a 
WhatsApp group for people to share information 
on how to get out. 

Thousands of US soldiers are at the airport try-
ing to shepherd foreigners and Afghans onto flights, 

but President Joe Biden admitted the troop pres-
ence offered no guarantees of safe passage. “This is 
one of the largest, most difficult airlifts in history,” 
he said. “I cannot promise what the final outcome 
will be, or... that it will be without risk of loss.” 

The crisis has cast another shadow over the 
superpower status of the United States and its abili-
ty to help allies. The Taleban swept into Kabul last 
week, ending two decades of war. Biden and US 
allies were stunned at how quickly the Taleban were 
able to rout government forces, who surrendered en 
masse. The Taleban have promised “positively dif-
ferent” rule from their 1996-2001 stint in power, 
which was infamous for an ultra-fundamentalist 
interpretation of Islamic law. 

Women were excluded from public life, girls 
banned from school and people stoned to death for 
adultery. They have vowed not to seek revenge, 
promising a general amnesty for anyone who 
worked with the US-backed government. But an 
intelligence document for the United Nations said 
militants were going door-to-door hunting former 
government officials and those who worked with US 
and NATO forces. While searching for a Deutsche 
Welle journalist, the Taleban shot dead his uncle, the 
German public broadcaster reported. 

At the first Friday prayers since the Taleban’s 
return to power, imams and guest speakers cele-
brated the defeat of the United States. At one 
Kabul mosque, gunmen flanked a cleric as he deliv-
ered a fiery speech recounting how Afghans 
defeated the British Empire, the Soviet Union and 
now the United States. — AFP 

Taleban co-founder 
in Kabul to map...

Continued from Page 1 
 
American officials have confirmed that evacuation 

operations had stalled for about seven hours Friday 
because the receiving base in Qatar was overcrowd-
ed. Doha will eventually settle up to 8,000 Afghans, 
according to the Qatari official, who stressed that 
many of the 7,000 people currently in Qatar were 
transiting to third countries. The UAE has also 

become an evacuation hub, with French authorities 
using the capital Abu Dhabi and Britain using Dubai 
as transit points for their nationals and approved 
refugees. A total of over 8,500 people have transited 
the UAE so far, according to the government. 

Six days after the Taleban swept to power, the 
flow of people trying to flee Afghanistan has contin-
ued to overwhelm the international community. 
Roads leading to Kabul airport have been choked 
with traffic, while families hoping for a miracle escape 
have crowded between the barbed-wire surrounds 
of an unofficial no man’s land separating the Taleban 
from US and allied troops. US President Joe Biden 
has called it “one of the largest, most difficult airlifts 
in history”. — AFP
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of most of its value and left four out of five inhabitants 

below the poverty line. The slow-motion collapse of the 
state switched to fast-forward this month after central 
bank governor Riad Salameh announced an end to subsi-
dized fuel imports. 

Widespread panic ensued, with distributors scaling 
down fuel supply and motorists flocking to pumps ahead 
of price hikes. At night, endless lines of empty cars whose 
drivers went home for some sleep but wanted to keep 
their spot in the petrol station queue clog up the lightless 
streets of Beirut. 

Most traffic lights switched off months ago, soon 

followed by street lamps and shop signs, creating an 
eerie dystopian feel. In the morning, when drivers 
return to their double-parked cars to resume the wait 
for petrol, the mood is a mix of explosive anger and 
muted desperation. 

“My car has been parked in a queue outside the filling 
station for two days but I still have no petrol,” taxi driver 
Abu Karim told AFP from a Beirut station. 

“Is there anything more degrading and humiliating 
than this?” he asked, other empty vehicles lined for kilo-
meters (miles) behind him. The country’s leaders-widely 
accused corruption and negligence-live in a separate 
bubble, Abu Karim said. “They lack nothing, not electrici-
ty, nor fuel and live totally disconnected from this reality.” 
In recent weeks, employees have stayed at home or slept 
at work for lack of transport options. Many cafes, restau-
rants and stores have been forced shut by electricity and 
fuel shortages. Those that remain open are frequented 
mostly by people looking to charge their devices, or 
catch a few hours of rest. —AFP 

‘Hell on earth’:  
Lebanon unlivable...


