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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: An aircraft prepares to land at Kuwait International Airport in Kuwait City on Friday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Ooredoo pioneers
in human rights,
sustainable living
KUWAIT: Climate change is a complex and long-
term global problem that puts the lives of commu-
nities and the most vulnerable people at risk along
with exposing them to the loss of their homes and
livelihoods. With the continuation of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the nature of human life was affect-
ed, as the number of patients and deaths has
increased, the unemployment rate increased
around the world, in addition to economic disas-
ters and negative effects on the environment.
Thus, the climate change crisis has become out of
the hands of governments, yet, today we are fac-
ing a critical moment that calls for collective col-
laboration and cohesion of efforts to save those in
dire need. This is a race for our planet. For our
lives. For our future.

Therefore, Ooredoo Telecom, the first to intro-
duce innovative digital services in Kuwait, collab-
orated with the Office of the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) to launch the
“The Human Race” campaign, which coincided
with the World Humanitarian Day. Hence, the cam-
paign aims to raise public awareness on the need
for solidarity with people most affected by the
impacts of the climate emergency. Ooredoo
Kuwait have launched a SMS campaign in which
text messages were sent to customers and pub-
lished awareness posts and messages on its social
media pages being a fertile platform that efficient-
ly and effectively contribute to achieving the
greatest level of awareness and encourage follow-
ers to take a serious role in participating and join-
ing “The Human Race” campaign. 

Kuwait registers
record-low
COVID-19 tests to
infections ratio
KUWAIT: Kuwait registered a record-low 1.89
percent tests to infections ratio as health authorities
reassured that the country’s health system is stable,
while at the same time urging the public to stay vigi-
lant in order to avoid another COVID-19 wave.
Kuwait had announced on Friday 226 new cases
registered over the previous 24 hours compared to
11,934 swab tests taken on the same day. Total cases
reached 407,878 as of Friday, while deaths climbed
to 2,401 with two cases reported on the same day.

Meanwhile, the recovery rate reached 98.1 per-
cent as 618 fresh recoveries were reported on
Friday, raising total recoveries to 400,148. The num-
ber of people hospitalized with the virus stood at
340 as of Friday, with 173 of them in intensive care
units, Health Ministry spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said, noting that another 5,329 patients were

receiving regular treatment.
In the meantime, Dr Khaled Al-Jarallah, head of

the COVID-19 supreme committee, said that follow-
ing health protocols remains necessary especially
with the impending return to school in campus
starting October 3, in order to avoid a new wave of
the virus. Despite the improvements Kuwait has
seen in its fight against the virus, vaccination, health
precautions and epidemiological surveillance remain
necessary at this point, he noted yesterday.

Dr Abdullah Al-Mutairi, a consultant at the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at Jaber Hospital, said
recently that three COVID-19 ICU wards have
closed as patient occupancy decreases, while Dr
Dana Al-Haqan, a pediatric consultant at the hospi-
tal, had announced last week that the last child was
discharged from the hospital. Health authorities have
recently announced opening new vaccination center
as the country nears vaccinating 70 percent of the
population against COVID-19.

KUWAIT: This file photo taken on August 3, 2021 shows people lined up to receive their COVID-19 vaccines at
the Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Iraqi PM to visit
Kuwait for business
cooperation talks
BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-
Kadhemi is due in the State of Kuwait this week, the
Iraqi Foreign Ministry announced on Friday. The min-
istry indicated in a statement that Iraq’s Ambassador
to Kuwait, Al-Menhel Al-Safi, held a meeting with
Chairman of the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Mohammad Jassem Al-Sagr, several days
ago, discussing a host of issues namely Kadhemi’s
expected visit. The statement quoted the ambassador
as saying that the Iraqi prime minister would meet,
during the visit, with Kuwaiti entrepreneurs to dis-
cuss means of facilitating their entry into the Iraqi

market and playing an effective role in Baghdad’s
sustainable development schemes, commercial and
industrial investments. It also indicated that the envoy
also discussed with Jassem means of boosting trade
between the two brotherly countries in the shadow of
“a real desire for boosting the bilateral cooperation at
diverse levels and in various sectors.” — KUNA

Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi

Keralites celebrate
low-key Onam
By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The Malayali community in Kuwait cele-
brated a low-key Onam yesterday amid the COVID-
19 pandemic. Although big celebrations were miss-
ing this year as well, many families prepared beauti-
ful floral carpets and multi-course vegetarian feasts
called Onasadya at their apartments on ‘Thiruvonam’
day which is the most important day during the 10-
day-long harvest festival.

As the authorities eased COVID-19 restrictions,
some residents could visit their close families and
celebrate the occasion this year with traditional
lunches to celebrate the important festival of Kerala.
Many restaurants around Kuwait offered and home-
delivered attractive Onam package meals to the con-
venience of the families. “Onam celebration was
much better this year, compared to last year,” said

Arjun Gopinath, who visited his family friends in
Salmiya yesterday to celebrate the festival.

Meanwhile, Indian Ambassador Sibi George
hosted a traditional Onam lunch in honor of the
ambassadors of other countries in Kuwait at India
House yesterday. The ambassador also held an inter-
active session with Indian community members at
the India House yesterday.

As part of the virtual Onam celebration, Kerala
Tourism has conducted a ‘Global Pookkalam (floral
decoration) competition’ in which hundreds of resi-
dents from Kuwait also participated. According to
organizers, individuals and institutions, associations
and organizations participated in the competition
from Kuwait which began on August 13 and will con-
clude tomorrow. 

“As most people across the world are confined to
indoors due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the online
Onam festivities aim to bring together all Malayalees
on a virtual platform,” N Ajith Kumar, director,
Kerala Non-Resident Keralites Welfare Board, said.
This program will be the first Onam celebration with
participation from non-resident Malayalees across
the globe on a large scale, he added. 

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George and family design a floral carpet at the India House,
Indian embassy, yesterday.


