
News in brief

Villagers killed in Niger attack

NIAMEY, Niger: An attack by suspected jihadists on a vil-
lage in western Niger’s troubled “three-border” region has
killed 17 people, a local elected official reported yesterday.
The attack happened in the village of Theim in the Tillaberi
region, at around 8 pm (1700 GMT) on Friday, the official
told AFP. “The toll is 17 dead and five wounded,” he said. A
resident in regional capital Tillaberi said around 10 people
had been killed. Thiem is around 20 kilometers (12 miles)
from three other villages where a series of attacks in May
by jihadists linked to the Islamic State forced more than
11,000 inhabitants to flee. MPs from the region called
Friday for increased security measures for the area, saying
that jihadists behind the wave of attacks in the vast
Tillaberi region are able to operate freely in spite of strict
government controls.  —AFP

Mexico president thanks drug lord 

MEXICO CITY: Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador on Friday thanked a veteran drug lord jailed for
the murder of a US undercover agent, after the incarcerat-
ed man praised the leftist leader’s security strategy. “I
thank him very much for his good wishes,” Lopez Obrador
said at his daily news conference when asked about the
comments of Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo. The 76-year-
old founder of the Guadalajara cartel has been in prison
since 1989 for the murder of Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, a
US Drug Enforcement Administration agent —AFP

Slovenia TV chief fired 

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia: Slovenia’s national broadcaster on
Friday sacked its head of television in a move seen by
media watchdogs as a fresh attack on media freedom. The
sacking is the latest strike against the media in the Balkan
nation, which currently holds the EU’s rotating presidency.
The conservative government that came to power last year
has come under fire from activists and rights groups for
attacking journalists.  —AFP

Power-sharing deal in Scotland

LONDON: Scotland’s ruling party on Friday announced a
landmark power-sharing deal for a pro-independence
majority in the devolved parliament in Edinburgh, catapult-
ing the Greens into their first ministerial positions in UK
politics. The agreement between the Scottish National Party
(SNP) and the Scottish Green Party needs to be approved
by members but tightens ties between the two parties,
which both back a new vote on independence.  —AFP

Madagascar renews MSF access 

ANTANANARIVO, Madagascar: Madagascar on Friday
restored global medical charity MSF’s access to the country,
where borders have been shut since the start of the pandem-
ic, allowing relief work in the famine-hit south. Teams from
Medecins Sans Frontieres had lost their special authorization
to continue travelling to the Indian Ocean island nation,
shuttered since March 2020, when the government rein-
forced coronavirus restrictions in July. The inability to
renew their visas would have ended food distribution and
assistance to more than a million people hit by a devastat-
ing famine in an area the size of Bulgaria of Cuba. —AFP

S Africa murders, rapes soar 

JOHANNESBURG: Murder and rape cases in South
Africa shot up between April and June from a year earlier,
when the country was under a strict coronavirus lock-
down, police figures showed on Friday. At least 10,000
rapes and 5,700 murders were recorded over the three
months, an increase of just over 60 percent from the same
period last year. —AFP

LES CAYES, Haiti: Survivors of Haiti’s devastating
earthquake looted an aid convoy Friday as the
impoverished Caribbean nation scrambled to roll
out a relief effort haunted by the chaotic response
to past natural disasters.

The mobbing of relief supplies and tumultuous
handouts underscored the desperation in the wake
of last week’s powerful tremor, which killed more
than 2,000 people and destroyed or damaged over
130,000 homes.

The 7.2-magnitude earthquake robbed tens of
thousands of Haitians of everything they owned
in a matter of seconds, with the hunt for necessi-
ties like clean water and food now a daily strug-
gle for many.

And while humanitarian
convoys have begun dis-
tributing aid, the quanti-
ties have been insufficient
and those tasked with
delivering supplies often
lack logistical expertise.

Chaotic scenes were
captured by an AFP pho-
tographer Friday in Les
Cayes, one of the hardest-
hit cities, as bags of rice
were handed out to clamoring crowds.

Looters were able to storm one of two supply
trucks before law enforcement intervened, accord-
ing to the photographer, with the remaining goods
haphazardly handed out at the local police station.

Desperate Haitians have had to rely on the gen-
erosity of their neighbors and relatives, many of
whom have little to spare.

“I have a friend who came from (the capital)
Port-au-Prince to bring me water and food and I
shared that with my neighbors. He also gave me

some clothes,” said Marcel Francois, a father of two
who was dragged from the rubble in the wake of
the quake after three hours buried under concrete.

From the ruins of his house on the road con-
necting Les Cayes to the airport, he now has a
front-row seat to the recovery effort.

“I see a lot of authorities marching, processions
of officials with their sirens and big cars from
NGOs. Aid trucks also pass, but there has been
nothing arriving for me,” the 30-year-old said.

‘No one has come to help us’
Even before last week’s powerful earthquake,

Haiti, one of the world’s poorest countries, was
wracked by mounting
Covid-19 cases and a
political crisis that culmi-
nated last month with the
assassination of president
Jovenel Moise.

The nation is also still
reeling from the 2010
earthquake that rattled
the capital and killed over
200,000. More than 1.5
million Haitians were left
homeless by that disaster,

and scores of survivors spent years living in tents
contending with a deadly cholera epidemic,
despite billions of dollars in foreign donations and
pledged aid.

In an echo of that earlier tragedy, officials have
tried to once again buoy optimism with promises
to “build back better”.

“We have seen an incredible moment of unity in
the response to the earthquake, so we believe that
this can be turned into an opportunity to rebuild
towards the better,” UN deputy chief Amina

Mohammed said Friday after a 24-hour visit.
But the lofty promises ring hollow to victims of

the latest crisis to plague Haiti. Though humanitar-
ian workers have warned against repeating the
mistakes that hampered the 2010 response, tent
cities are already appearing across vacant lots in
urban centers.

And while Haitian Prime Minister Ariel Henry

has promised to organise elections as soon as pos-
sible, ordinary Haitians are anxious to start receiv-
ing aid. “We live a miserable l i fe,” Wilford
Roosvelte, a survivor of the earthquake, told AFP
from a football stadium full of tents.

“The ground is flooded because of the rain. This
is where people sleep. No one from the authorities
has come to help us.” —AFP

‘No one has come to help’: Over 2,000 dead in quake

Desperate Haitians rush 
aid convoys after quake

LES CAYES, Haiti: A man throws a bag of rice into a crowd of earthquake victims gathered for the distribu-
tion of food and water at the “4 Chemins” crossroads in Les Cayes, Haiti Friday. —AFP

Bolivia files ‘genocide’ 
charges against 
ex-president Anez
LA PAZ: The Bolivian prosecutor’s office said on
Friday it had filed charges of “genocide” and other
crimes against former acting president Jeanine
Anez, over the death of 20 opposition protesters in
2019. Attorney General Juan Lanchipa said he had
presented documents “against citizen Jeanine Anez”
before the country’s Supreme Court of Justice,
including charges for “genocide,” which carries a
sentence of 10 to 20 years in prison, according to
the Bolivian penal code.

The conservative Anez came to power in
November 2019 after her predecessor and rival, for-
mer president Evo Morales, resigned following
weeks of protests over his controversial re-election
to an unconstitutional fourth term. He fled the coun-
try after an election audit by the Organization of
American States (OAS) found evidence of fraud.

After the election, at least 37 people died in vio-
lence that flared between supporters and oppo-

nents of Morales, as well as between protesters and
the security forces.

Most of the deaths came in clashes between
Morales supporters and security forces after the
socialist leader’s flight. The specific accusation
against Anez relates to two incidents in November
2019 in which a total 22 people died. A report
released by the OAS on Tuesday described those
incidents as “massacres.”

Lanchipa said they had been “provisionally clas-
sified as genocide, serious and minor injury and
injury followed by death.” Bolivia’s opposition has
decried the lack of separation of powers in the
country, saying the courts, electoral body and pub-
lic prosecutor’s office are all loyal to leftist
President Luis Arce, who is also a member of
Morales’s Movement for Socialism (MAS).

“First of all, we need to reform the judiciary
because it is not independent or autonomous,” said
centrist lawmaker Alejandro Reyes. “As long as
there is no judicial reform, we cannot do anything.”

However, the case is unlikely to go to court, as
for that to happen, the supreme court must ask con-
gress for authorization to hold Anez responsible for
what happened.

Authorization could only be given by a two-
thirds majority, and although MAS controls con-

gress, it does not enjoy a sufficiently large majority.
While MAS lost the presidency for a year to Anez, it
never gave up control of congress. After Morales
resigned, Anez was the most senior parliamentarian
left and was sworn in by congress as interim presi-
dent, despite the lack of a quorum, with MAS legis-
lators boycotting the session. —AFP

A Colombian man’s 
life shattered by 
2 mine explosions
CATATUMBO, Colombia: Twice in 10 years, Efrain
Soto’s life was shattered in landmine explosions in vio-
lence-wracked Colombia. The first one robbed him of
his eye, the second one killed his brother.

The number of landmine victims is rising in
Colombia, as guerrilla violence continues despite a
2016 peace accord meant to end decades of armed
conflict. In the Catatumbo region in northern
Colombia, on the border with Venezuela, the sight of
people dying or suffering terrible wounds from mines
is all too familiar.

Since the explosions, Soto has had a nervous break-
down and seizures. For the past eight years, he has
been taking medication to help with the psychological
trauma, but he is still so distressed that even walking to
a nearby village terrifies him.

“I want to cry, I want to run, I’m afraid,” said Soto.
While the government has signed an historic peace
accord with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) to end a long-running civil war, it did
not rid the country of guerrillas and violence.

Territories rife with illegal coca plantations, where
the FARC once held sway, are now infested with leftist
guerrillas, right-wing paramilitaries and armed drug
traffickers laying landmines indiscriminately.

The number of people killed or wounded by mines is
increasing, according to the International Committee of
the Red Cross. In 2020, there were 389 blast victims,
compared to 57 in 2017.

During the first six months of this year alone, 263
people, including 21 children, were killed or maimed.

Lost hope 
In 2011, Soto was talking to his wife on his

mobile phone just yards (meters) from his house
when he was shaken by an explosion. Blood started
pouring from his eye. Relatives made a makeshift
stretcher and hammock to take Soto, who is over 6
feet 3 inches (1.94 meters) tall, on a five-hour trek
along countryside trails to bring him to a hospital in
the regional center of Cucuta, where he spent four

months in treatment.
In April of last year, Soto’s 41-year-old brother

Carlos accidentally set off another landmine, and the
ordeal was repeated. “Running away, looking for the
hammock, rushing to the village again, and he was
bleeding,” Soto recalled. —AFP
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LA PAZ: In this file photo taken on March 13, 2021 for-
mer interim Bolivia’s President Jeanine Anez speaks
with her lawyers in a prison cell of the Special Force for
the Fight Against Crime (FELCC) after being arrested in
La Paz. —AFP

CATATUMBO, Colombia: Ivan Rodriguez, 25, victim of a
landmine, does physical therapy with his stepson
Moises at their house in Catatumbo, Norte de Santander
department, Colombia. —AFP

As conservatives’ 
fortunes plunge, 
Merkel rides to rescue
BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday
gave her would-be successor Armin Laschet a ringing
endorsement, in a bid to shore up his ailing election
campaign which has triggered fears their party could
crash out of government. Merkel’s conservative CDU-
CSU alliance has led Germany in various coalitions
since 2005 when she took office, but the country’s
future new government has been thrown open as her
departure from the political stage nears.

The 67-year-old veteran will step down after
September 26 elections and has so far refrained from
commenting about who she preferred to take over
from her. But yesterday, at a key election campaign
rally, she came out to voice strong backing for Laschet.
“It has always been important to him to place the indi-
vidual and their inviolable dignity at the center of
everything... I am deeply convinced that it is precisely

with this attitude that (he) will serve the people of
Germany as chancellor,” she said at the rally.

While Merkel’s popularity ratings have held steady
in the twilight of her reign, Laschet has struggled to
find favor with voters. The latest polls show their con-
servative bloc now hanging on to a narrow lead of two
percentage points against junior coalition partners the
Social Democrats, who have in recent weeks made big
strides to overtake erstwhile runners-up the Greens. A
survey published Friday showed just as many Germans
want the Social Democrats to lead the next govern-
ment as the conservatives-an alarmingly big drop of
five percentage points in backing for the CDU-CSU
from early August. 

‘Quick and painful’ 
While frustration against the government over

the coronavirus pandemic had initially weighed on
the conservatives’ popularity earlier in the year, the
mood had brightened as more Germans were vacci-
nated and curbs were eased. An initial boost in sup-
port for the Greens had also melted away as its
leader was embroiled in a plagiarism scandal and
other gaffes, giving the conservatives a strong lead
in polls entering the summer. But the mood dramati-

cally turned in July when Laschet was seen chuck-
ling in the background with local officials while
Germany’s president gave a speech mourning vic-
tims of deadly floods. Since the disaster, the conser-
vatives have been unable to halt a falling trend in
popularity. —AFP

BERLIN: Leader of Germany’s conservative Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) party and candidate for
Chancellor in the upcoming general elections Armin
Laschet (right) bumps elbow with German chancellor
Angela Merkel at the end of a CDU/CSU campaign rally for
the general elections scheduled for September 26, 2021,
at the Berliner Tempodrom in Berlin yesterday. —AFP


