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Tee shot to T-shirt:
Matsuyama hits ball
into fan’s clothing
NEW YORK: Reigning Masters champion Hideki
Matsuyama hit an errant tee shot inside a spectator’s
shirt in Friday’s second round of the US PGA Northern
Trust tournament in suburban New York. The 29-year-
old Japanese star, who won the first major title by any

man from his homeland last April at Augusta National,
struck the astonishing shot at the 506-yard 10th hole
at Liberty National in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Matsuyama watched his ball hook well right off
target. The ball struck a paved cart path, took a high
bounce and then nestled its way inside the shirt of a
male fan walking on the path. The man stopped, not
wanting to jostle the ball from where it landed. It
wasn’t like it was in a pocket. The ball was between
the fabric and his body. “Went between my legs, hit
my knee and somehow rolled up into my shirt,” the
fan said as television cameras captured the unusual
moment. Matsuyama smiled as he walked up and

studied the situation, pulling out a tee and putting it
by the man’s right shoe to mark the spot. Only then
feeling comfortable to move, the fan shifted and the
ball fell from its position trapped inside the shirt and
rolled into the grass. Matsuyama signed the ball for
the fan but went on to make bogey on the hole,
snapping a run of five birdies in a row to finish the
front nine. Matsuyama followed on the back nine
with three birdies, another bogey and a closing
double bogey — sending a bunker shot out of
bounds to the right — to fire a three-under par 68
for the round and stand on five-under 137 after 36
holes. —AFP

CINCINNATI: Daniil Medvedev took quick revenge
on Friday for his Olympic loss to Pablo Carreno
Busta, with the top seed at the ATP and WTA
Cincinnati Masters delivering a crushing 6-1, 6-1 ver-
dict. The Russian world number two had it all his way
into the semi-finals with a 56-minute rout, which
ended on the Spaniard’s double-fault.

“I was feeling great during the match. In these
conditions you try to win the match as fast as possi-
ble, especial ly against
Carreno Busta, who can
catch fire at any moment
and start getting you into
long ral l ies,” Medvedev
said. “I tried to keep push-
ing him and I am real ly
happy I managed to do it.”

Women’s top seed
Ashleigh Barty recovered
from being down a break
in the second set to sweep
past fellow French Open
champion Barbora
Krejcikova 6-2, 6-4. The Australian handed her
Czech opponent only a third loss since mid-May.

Krejcikova won Roland Garros in June while Barty
claimed the Paris title in 2019 and Wimbledon this
season. “I feel like I did a good job looking after my
own serves,” Barty said. “For all but one service
game, I felt like a lot of the time I was in control. “It
was just staying patient, knowing that I was doing
the right things.”

Medvedev, last week’s Toronto champion, won his

eighth match in a row as he prepares for a final four
contest against compatriot Andrey Rublev. Fourth
seed Rublev defeated France’s Benoit Paire 6-3, 4-6,
6-3 with the Russian advancing to his fourth Masters
1000 quarter-final in six tournaments this season.

Sefanos Tsitsipas, the second seed, had to lift
after Felix Auger-Aliassime saved two match points
late in the second set. But the Greek did just that to
post a 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 win for his ninth semi-final of the

season. “Things got tough
in the second set  and I
had to find different solu-
tions. I  stepped in with
aggression in the third,”
he said. “It took a lot of
pat ience to f ind my
opportunities in the third
set. But I was determined
and I didn’t let go.”

Norway’s Casper Ruud,
a wizard on clay this sum-
mer with three t it les in
three weeks, was taken

apart by Olympic gold medalist Alexander Zverev 6-
1, 6-3 as the top four men’s seeds took their places in
the semis. Medvedev has won all four tour matches
against Rublev, including the quarters here in 2019
when Medvedev went on to win the title. “I’m happy
to play against him, because it’s a nice challenge for
me to see what I need to improve,” Rublev said.

The fairytale story for wild card Jil Teichmann
continued with a 6-3, 6-2 defeat of Tokyo Olympic
champion Belinda Bencic, a fellow Swiss. “Everything

went r ight, I  felt  good from the beginning,”
Teichmann said. “I served well, defended well, it all
worked out.” The Swiss will play for the final against

Karolina Pliskova, who put out Paula  Badosa when
the Spaniard retired trailing 7-5, 2-0 with a right
shoulder injury. —AFP

Top seeds Medvedev, Barty
secure triumphs at Cincinnati

MASON: Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain congratulates Daniil Medvedev of Russia during the Western &
Southern Open at Lindner Family Tennis Center on Friday in Mason, Ohio. —AFP

Nadal to miss US
Open with season
ending foot injury
PARIS: Rafael Nadal will miss the US Open
after announcing on Friday that he is ending his
season because of an injury to his left foot that
has troubled him since his defeat in the semi-
finals at the French Open in June.

“Hello everyone, I wanted to inform you that
unfortunately I have to end the 2021 season,”
the Spaniard wrote on Twitter. “Honestly, I’ve
been suffering a lot more than I should with my
foot for a year and I need to take some time to
resolve this problem or at least improve the
situation (if I want to be able to play) the next
few years.”

Following his defeat to Novak Djokovic at
Roland Garros, Nadal skipped Wimbledon and
the Olympics before making a return to the
courts in Washington earlier this month. He
beat Jack Sock but then slipped to a three-set
defeat at the hands of South Africa’s Lloyd
Harris, after which the 35-year-old declared
that “the foot was better”.

However, that proved to be premature as he
then pulled out of the Toronto Masters saying it

was “not a happy situation” and is missing from
the current tournament in Cincinatti, the tradi-
tional curtain-raiser for the US Open which
starts on August 30. Nadal said that he wanted
to give his foot time to heal so that he could
come back fully competitive in 2022.

“It is with the greatest enthusiasm that I will
do everything I can to find the best possible
form and return to competition with the objec-
tives that are most important to me,” said
Nadal. “I am convinced that I can achieve this if
my foot heals and, of course, with great daily
effort. I will work as much as I can to make it
so. I promise to work hard to try and continue
to benefit from this sport for a while longer.”

The world number four, who has 20 major
titles to his name including four in New York, is
just the latest big name to miss out on the US
Open. Last week, another former champion
Roger Federer also pulled out of Flushing
Meadows. The 40-year-old, who has five US
Open titles to his name, said he needed further
knee surgery and admitted he “will be out for
many months”.

Defending champion Dominic Thiem also
announced his withdrawal this week after
failing to recover from a wrist injury. World
number one Djokovic is expected to be pres-
ent in spite of not having played since losing
the bronze medal match at the Olympics in
Tokyo. The Serb has won all three majors this

season and is eager to make a clean sweep in
New York.

A three-time champion at the US Open,
Djokovic is bidding to become only the third
man — and first since 1969 — to complete a
calendar Grand Slam. Victory would also give
him a record 20th major, breaking the tie of 20
he currently has with Nadal and Federer. This
year’s US Open will be the second in a row that
both Nadal and Federer have missed. —AFP

Rafael Nadal

First-ever Turkmen
Olympic medalist gifted
car, apartment, cash
ASHGABAT: Turkmenistan’s first-ever Olympic
medalist, weightlifter Polina Guryeva, was gifted an
apartment, a car and $50,000 in cash for her
exploits at a ceremony in the Central Asian coun-
try’s capital Ashgabat on Saturday.

Guryeva, 21, won silver for Turkmenistan at this
summer’s Games in Tokyo in the women’s 59 kg
weightlifting competition. It was the ex-Soviet
country’s only medal at the Games and the first in its
history. Turkmen shooter Marat Niyazov previously
won a silver medal representing the Soviet Union at
the 1960 Games in Rome.

The celebrations of Guryeva’s victory were led
by Honored Coach of Turkmenistan, Serdar
Berdymukhamedov, the 39-year-old son of the
country’s hardline leader Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov.

At the ceremony in Ashgabat, the younger
Berdymukhamedov handed Guryeva, who is ethnic
Russian, three white-lacquered wooden boxes. One
contained keys to a three-room apartment in the
capital city, the second held keys to a white Lexus
SUV and the third $50,000 in cash.

“I cordially congratulate you on this significant
event, testifying to the growth of the authority of
independent Turkmenistan in the international
sporting space,” Berdymukhamedov told Guryeva.
He said her victory “increased the world fame, pres-
tige and authority of the sovereign homeland and
the Turkmen people.”

“I dedicate this medal to our president and the
Turkmen people in honour of the 30th anniver-
sary of the independence of Turkmenistan,”
Guryeva said. Turkmenistan, a gas-rich nation of
around six million people famous for its out-
landish displays, gained independence from for-
mer master Moscow in 1991.

The secretive country is regularly cited by

rights groups as one of the world’s worst abusers
of civic, rel igious and press freedoms. The
younger Berdymukhamedov has received a num-
ber of promotions this year making him the sec-
ond most powerful figure in the country after his
father and fuelling speculation he will eventually
replace the elder as leader of the autocratic
country. —AFP

ASHGABAT: Turkmenistan’s first-ever Olympic medalist, weightlifter Polina Guryeva (right) receives
presents during a ceremony in the capital Ashgabat yesterday. —AFP

Rahm grabs 
one-stroke lead at 
PGA Northern Trust
NEW YORK: Top-ranked Jon Rahm, the reigning US
Open champion, fired a bogey-free four-under par 67 to
grab a one-stroke lead after Friday’s second round of the
US PGA Northern Trust tournament. The 26-year-old
Spaniard stood on 12-under par 130 without a bogey
through 36 holes at Liberty National in suburban New
York at the first FedEx Cup playoff event.

It’s the first time in 110 starts in Rahm’s US PGA
career that he has started 36 holes without a bogey. “It’s
nice to be bogey-free, but it’s not like it’s goal number
one. Might be actually first time I go 36 holes bogey-
free,” Rahm said. “The goal is to win a tournament and
put yourself in the best position. If I had to choose, I
would rather be leading than bogey-free.”

American Tony Finau was second on 131 after a 64
Friday with fifth-ranked Justin Thomas, Olympic champion
Xander Schauffele and fellow American Keith Mitchell
sharing third on 132. Schauffele and three-time major win-
ner Jordan Spieth each had six birdies, two eagles and a
bogey to shoot 62s. Spieth, who shared 10th with Brooks
Koepka on 134, holed an 81-yard shot from the fairway at
the par-4 fifth. “Just chipped the ball unbelievably well,”
Spieth said. “It led to at least some short par putts and
then took advantage when they were for birdie.”

Rahm, who captured his first major title in June at
Torrey Pines, said he was most pleased about keeping
his composure, notably in the wake of poor wedge shots
on approaches at the third and 16th holes.

“I’m leaving myself a really tough up-and-down and I
was able to make good putts for par,” Rahm said. “Just
accepting that I can miss shots. You get a little too
greedy, miss the green, and you can have a tough up-
and-down, and I’ve been able to save those so far.
Coming into the weekend, I’m definitely going to have to
clean a couple of those mistakes up.” Rahm began off the
10th tee and dropped his approach to seven feet at the
par-5 13th before sinking a birdie putt, then added a
clutch 24-foot putt to save par at the par-4 16th. After
making a 10-foot par putt at the third, Rahm birdied three
of the next four holes, his longest putt from just outside
five feet at the par-3 fourth.

Rahm says playoff unfair
The event is the first of three FedEx Cup playoff tour-

naments to crown a season points champion, with fields
reduced to 70 next week and 30 for the Tour
Championship at Atlanta in two weeks. “It’s important,”
Rahm said of the Cup. “It’s a trophy that a very select
group of people are going to be able to put their name in.
It’s one of those like in majors and great events like The
Players to where we’re called upon and you have to show
up and play good.” Rahm said he doesn’t like a system
where you could win two playoff events but have a poor
final week and finish well back. “I don’t think it’s fair,”
Rahm said. “Win the first two and if you don’t play good
on the last one, you can end up with a really bad finish. I
don’t like it.” When told it was like the Super Bowl, Rahm
said the team that lost the NFL title game “still finished
second,” and added, “They have to understand golf is a lit-
tle different.” —AFP

JERSEY CITY: Jon Rahm of Spain plays his third
shot on the 15th hole during the second round of
The Northern Trust, the first event of the FedExCup
Playoffs, at Liberty National Golf Club on Friday in
Jersey City, New Jersey. —AFP
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