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PARIS: Holders Chelsea and their rivals among 
Europe’s elite will discover their opponents in this 
season’s UEFA Champions League when the draw 
for the group stage is made in Istanbul tonight. The 
Turkish metropolis has missed out on hosting the 
final of the competition in each of the last two sea-
sons, with restrictions relating to the pandemic see-
ing the game moved at the last minute to Portugal in 
successive years. 

Chelsea therefore beat Manchester City in Porto in 
May and those two powerhouses of English football 
— who have flexed their financial muscle in the mar-
ket over the summer — will 
be among the favorites to 
go all the way this season. 
“Nobody wants to rest. I 
want the next one, the next 
title,” Chelsea coach 
Thomas Tuchel said after 
winning the trophy. 

Chelsea and Pep 
Guardiola’s City are both in 
the first pot of seeds for 
the draw, in a ceremony 
which will also see UEFA award the prize for the 
best player of last season from a three-man shortlist 
of Jorginho, N’Golo Kante and Kevin De Bruyne, 
who all appeared in May’s final. 

Also in the first pot of seeds are Atletico Madrid, 
Inter Milan, Bayern Munich, Sporting Lisbon, Lille 
and last season’s Europa League winners, Villarreal. 
As ever there are plenty of big names in the second 
pot, including Real Madrid, Barcelona, Juventus, 
Manchester United and Paris Saint-Germain, who 
will attract even more attention after adding Lionel 
Messi to their star-studded squad. 

Other famous names featuring in the draw are 
Ajax, Benfica and AC Milan, who are appearing 
in Europe’s elite club competition for the first 
time since 2013/14 after coming second in Serie 
A last season. 

The Champions League group stage will kick 
off on September 14 and 15, with the final being 
held — all going to plan — in Saint Petersburg on 
May 28 next year. The draw for the group stage 

of the Europa League and the new third-tier 
Europa Conference League will take place on 
Friday, also in Istanbul. 

 
Prize money 

Those two competitions are far less lucrative, but 
while European football in general has been badly 
hit by the economic impact of COVID-19, whoever 
goes on to lift the Champions League will pocket a 
huge sum in prize money. UEFA, which registered a 
loss of some 531 million euros ($623.4m) in the 
2019/20 campaign from the pandemic, has put 

together a total pot of just 
over two billion euros for 
this season. 

The winners will pocket 
prize money of up to 85 
million euros, and that is 
before the extras are taken 
into account: Clubs get 
more money based on their 
UEFA coefficient, up to a 
maximum of 36 million 
euros in the case of top-

ranked Bayern Munich. 
In addition to that, another 300 million euros is 

distributed based on the weight of each country’s 
television market. It is a system which rewards the 
already rich and powerful and which has helped 
make it practically impossible for clubs outside the 
biggest nations to win the trophy. 

The last team to lift the European Cup that did 
not play in England, Germany, Spain or Italy was 
Porto in 2004. Perhaps that will change this year, 
although don’t expect Zenit Saint Petersburg to be 
crowned champions in their own stadium next May. 

Instead PSG are surely the best placed to chal-
lenge Chelsea or City, with the Qatar-owned club 
— beaten finalists in 2020 — having added Messi 
with the express aim of getting their hands on the 
Champions League for the first time. “I have said 
many times my dream is to win another Champions 
League and I think I’m in the ideal place to have 
that chance and to do it,” Messi said after arriving 
in the French capital. — AFP

Europe’s elite await Champions League draw
Chelsea, City, Inter in first pot; Real, Barca, PSG in second

SAINT-GERMAIN-EN-LAYE, France: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi and 
Brazilian forward Neymar (left) take part in a training session at the Camp des Loges Paris Saint-
Germain football club’s training ground in Saint-Germain-en-Laye on August 19, 2021. — AFP

Istanbul hosts 
draw tonight

LONDON: Harry Kane ended speculation over a 
potential move to Manchester City by announcing 
yesterday he will remain at Tottenham this season. 
The 28-year-old is the second top goalscorer in 
Tottenham’s history with 221, but is yet to win a 
major trophy at club or international level. 

Kane had made clear his desire to leave his boy-
hood club in the quest to end his wait for silverware. 
However, he still has three years left on a six-year 
deal signed in 2018, allowing Spurs chairman Daniel 
Levy to demand a fee well in excess of the £100 
million ($137 million) English record City paid Aston 
Villa for Jack Grealish earlier this month. 

Kane missed his side’s 1-0 victory over City on the 
opening weekend of the Premier League season after 
returning late to pre-season training. However, he was 
warmly welcomed back by the Tottenham support as 
he made his first appearance of the season as a sub-
stitute in a 1-0 win at Wolves last weekend. 

“It was incredible to see the reception from the 
Spurs fans on Sunday and to read some of the mes-
sages of support I’ve had in the last few weeks,” he 

posted on Twitter. “I will be staying at Tottenham 
this summer and will be 100 percent focused on 
helping the team achieve success.” 

According to reports, Tottenham turned down a 
City bid of £125 million for their star striker. Levy 
will be hoping his gamble in turning that fee down 
will be rewarded by Kane firing Tottenham back 
into the Champions League next season. 

Under former manager Mauricio Pochettino, 
Spurs reached the Champions League in four con-
secutive seasons between 2016/17 and 2019/20, 
including reaching the final for the first time in the 
club’s history in 2018. The decision to sack 
Pochettino in November 2019 and replace the 
Argentine with Jose Mourinho has backfired on 
Levy as Tottenham have finished sixth and seventh 
in the Premier League in the past two seasons. 

Mourinho was also unable to end Tottenham’s 
trophy drought that stretches back to 2008. A pro-
longed search for Mourinho’s successor upped the 
pressure on Levy not to lose Kane this summer. 
Nearly three months after the former Chelsea man-
ager was sacked, Nuno Espirito Santo was appoint-
ed as coach on June 30. However, Spurs have made 
light of a disruptive few months by taking maximum 
points from their opening two league games. 

“Great news. Fantastic news,” said Nuno, who 
hinted Kane could return to the starting line-up for 
tonight’s Europa Conference League playoff against 
Pacos de Ferreira. “I think since Harry joined us he 

has been working so this is what we value. His atti-
tude in training has been excellent. It’s finished, 
Harry is going to be with us. He is an option for 
tomorrow. It is great news for everybody.” 

Personal glory could also keep Kane in north 
London for the long haul. He is just 45 goals behind 

the legendary Jimmy Greaves as Tottenham’s all-
time top scorer. City were targeting Kane as a long-
term successor to Sergio Aguero at the Etihad. And 
Aguero’s record of scoring the most Premier 
League goals for one club of 184 could go this sea-
son with Kane having netted 166 for Spurs. — AFP

Kane ends speculation 
by confirming he’ll 
remain at Tottenham

LONDON: In this file photo taken on May 19, 2021, Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane reacts 
during the English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Aston Villa at 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London. — AFP

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain turned down Real 
Madrid’s bid to pry away Kylian Mbappe yesterday, 
with sporting director Leonardo saying the offer of 
around 160 million euros ($188 million) was “not 
enough” for a player they wanted “to keep”. 

“Our position has always been to keep Kylian, to 
renew his contract” which expires next June, said 
the Brazilian to some media including AFP. He went 
on to describe the Spanish club’s approach to the 
France World Cup winner as “disrespectful, incor-
rect and illegal”. 

Leoonardo went on to say that if the 22-year-old 
Mbappe “wants to leave, we will not retain him, but 
he will leave or stay on our terms”. 

“If a player wants to leave, he will leave. The 
club, the project, remain above everyone,” added 
the Brazilian leader, addressing some media includ-
ing AFP. But “we have done everything” to convince 
him to stay. PSG paid 180 million euros to Monaco 
for the forward in 2017 and are keen for him to sign 
a new deal. 

After the arrival of Lionel Messi in Paris earlier 
this month club president Nasser Al-Khelaifi said 

Mbappe “has no reason to do anything else” but 
stay. Mbappe has scored once and provided two 
assists in three appearances so far this term with 
Messi expected to make his PSG debut at Reims on 
Sunday. — AFP

PSG reject Real 
offer for Mbappe 
as ‘not enough’

Kylian Mbappe

MILAN: Juventus announced yesterday that its 
board of directors had approved a capital increase 
of 400 million euros ($469 million) to steady the 
club’s finances against the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic. In a statement, Juve said that the increase 
is expected to be completed “by the end of 2021”. 

“The capital increase is part of the measures to 
address the significant economic and financial 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and will enable 
us to strengthen the company’s equity and to bal-
ance our funding resources,” Juve said. The pan-
demic has hit club finances all over Europe, but 
according to finance company Deloitte revenues in 
Serie A for the 2019/20 season were down 18 per-
cent, the biggest drop of the continent’s top five 
leagues — England, Spain, Italy, Germany and 
France. 

In February Juventus, who are owned by the 
powerful Agnelli family, said they had made losses of 
113 million euros in the second half of 2020, more 
than double the loss recorded in the same period of 
the previous year. Revenues dropped by 20 percent 
in that period with Juve blaming the reduction on 

the pandemic, which has led to government restric-
tions which have all but wiped out match day rev-
enues.  

 
Chievo go bust 

On Tuesday, Chievo Verona, who spent 17 sea-
sons in Serie A, were wound up after failing to find 
an investor to resolve their financial problems, the 
local authorities announced. Chievo were in Serie B 
last season but failed to satisfy the Italian second 
division’s financial solvency criteria and were rele-
gated to Serie D. 

They needed to put their affairs in order to enter 
that competition before it kicked off its season. The 
deadline for Serie D registration was Tuesday and 
the club desperately sought a buyer to bail it out but 
failed. “The deadline for registering for the champi-
onship, which is about to begin, passed at midday,” 
announced the Verona town hall. 

The club’s former captain Sergio Pellissier, who 
played almost 500 games for them, tried to put 
together a rescue plan, but signaled his failure on 
Instagram on Saturday. — AFP 

Juve board approve 400 
million euros capital increase 


