
ABU DHABI: Wazhma left everything 
behind to escape Taleban rule after the 
extremist group took control of 
Afghanistan, aspiring for a life “free of 
threats” in the United States. In a facility in 
the UAE, temporarily hosting Afghan evac-
uees heading to other countries, the 21-
year-old medical student struggled yester-
day to overcome the terror she experi-
enced during the last days at home. 

“My husband worked for the US 
embassy. They (Taleban) would have killed 
us if we stayed,” brown-haired Wazhma 
told AFP in English, just hours before she 
was due to board a US-bound flight. 

“I only took the clothes on me. Nothing 
more.” The young Afghan was among tens 
of thousands of evacuees who fled the 
capital Kabul after the Taleban swept in 
and deployed on the streets in mid-
August. Wazhma, her husband, brother-in-
law and baby nephew spent “the longest 

three days” of their lives on the road, mov-
ing in secret until they reached the gates 
of Kabul airport where US personnel were 
waiting for them. 

“The situation was very bad. Thank 
God, we are safe,” she said, holding her 
baby nephew tightly in her arms. When 

asked whether she will ever go back, she 
laughingly said: “Never, only if the Taleban 
go away.” She said the hardline Islamist 
group will never change its discriminatory 
policies against women despite promises 
of a softer brand of rule than their last stint  
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Baghdad summit is held  
at crucial time: Premier

Afghanistan overshadows Iraq conference as Macron warns against IS
BAGHDAD: His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
addressing the Baghdad 
Conference for Partnership and 
Cooperation in the Iraqi capital 
yesterday, noted that the con-
vention is held at critical and 
crucial time in the region. 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
emphasized that the region 
could never witness stability as 
long as Iraq remained unstable.  

“Iraq is one of the basic 
security and economic founda-
tions in the region,” he said, 
lauding the nation’s success in 
overcoming and tackling 
majority of the problems it had 
encountered since years back. 
Iraq will experience a pivotal 
phase in its political process 
that is the parliamentary elec-

tions due on October 10 (2021), 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled stat-
ed, noting that the nation 
would need support from the 
regional states and the interna-
tional community to back up 
the scheduled polling process.  

The Kuwaiti Prime Minister 
noted further that the support 
for Iraq would entail bolstering 
its sovereignty, independence, 
territorial integrity, non-inter-
vention in its domestic affairs 
and meeting aspirations of the 
Iraqi people. The State of 
Kuwait is among the forward 
states in the region that sense 
and interact with the difficult 
security and economic condi-
tions in Iraq, “thus we will not 
be reluctant in supporting it in 
the hardest times,” he stressed. 

The Taleban’s takeover of 

Afghanistan overshadowed the 
summit in Iraq yesterday 
attended by key regional lead-
ers, with French President 

Emmanuel Macron warning of 
the threat Islamic State group 
jihadists pose. 
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BAGHDAD: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah addressing the Baghdad Conference for 
Partnership and Cooperation in the Iraqi capital yesterday. — KUNA

BAGHDAD: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah is being received by Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi on his 
arrival at Baghdad International Airport yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3) 

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Army General Staff 
Command said in a statement, after a full surveil-
lance conducted by special personnel of the army 
and the Ministry of Interior yesterday morning 
covering the whole international joint borders 
with the Republic of Iraq, it was determined that 
a single Katyusha missile had landed near the 
region causing no human or material losses.  

The army statement affirmed what it had stat-
ed earlier that the northern border region is 
secure and stable. The general staff command had 
denied reports saying that three missiles crossed 
the border region targeting the vicinity of an 
American military base, affirming that the Kuwaiti 
borders are stable and secure. — KUNA

Kuwaiti borders  
stable and secure, 
says Army chief WASHINGTON:  A US air strike in Afghanistan 

killed two high-profile ISIS targets and left another 
wounded, the Pentagon said yesterday. No civilians 
were hurt in the attack early yesterday, which followed 
the suicide bombing Thursday that killed scores of 
people including 13 US troops at Kabul airport, Major 
General Hank Taylor told a news conference. 

The Pentagon declined to say if the people targeted 
in the US strike were directly involved in the suicide 
bombing. “They were ISIS-K planners and facilitators. 
That’s enough reason there alone,” said spokesman 
John Kirby. 

“The fact that two of these individuals are no 
longer walking on the face of the Earth, that’s a good 
thing,” Kirby added. The suicide bombing, which tar-
geted throngs of Afghans gathered outside the airport 
in hopes of fleeing Taleban-ruled Afghanistan, opened 
a deadly new chapter in the drama unfolding as the 
frantic US evacuation drive approaches its Tuesday 

deadline for completion. US officials have said more 
attacks on the evacuation effort are likely. 

US forces overseeing the evacuation have been 
forced into closer security cooperation with the 
Taleban to prevent any repeat of the suicide bombing 
that killed scores of civilians Thursday. 

But crowds pleading for entry outside the 
perimeter gates have thinned to hundreds, according 
to two people who gained access yesterday. The 
carnage of Thursday’s suicide attack injected further 
stress and tension into a situation already fraught 
with panic and despair for those wanting to leave 
and high risk for the US forces tasked with securing 
the operation.Yesterday, two senior health officials 
from the former Afghan administration told AFP the 
death toll from the blast had topped 100, including 
the 13 Americans. Some media have put the toll as 
high as 170. 

The bombing followed a chorus of warnings about 
an imminent threat and, as people gathered outside the 
airport yesterday, the United States issued a fresh alert 
for its citizens to leave areas around the main gates 
“immediately”. In recent years, the Islamic State’s 
Afghanistan-Pakistan chapter has been responsible for 
some of the deadliest attacks in those countries-mas-
sacring civilians at mosques, shrines, public squares 
and even hospitals. 

At the White House, President Joe Biden’s press 
secretary Jen Psaki said US national security experts 
consider another attack is “likely” and the next few 
days will be “the most dangerous period to date”. 
Taleban spokesman Bilal Karimi tweeted that the 
group’s fighters had already moved into parts of the 
military side of Kabul airport, but the Pentagon 
stressed that US forces retained control over the gates 
and airlift operations. Racing to meet the Tuesday 
withdrawal deadline has required close cooperation 
with the Taleban on evacuee movements and the IS 
threat. — AFP 

US air strike kills 
two ‘high profile’  
IS targets in Kabul

ARLINGTON, US: John Kirby (right) and Army Major 
General William Taylor participate in a news briefing 
at the Pentagon in this August 23 file photo. —AFP

‘Just the clothes  
on me’: Afghans  
flee to new life

ABU DHABI: Refugees who fled Afghanistan gather at the International Humanitarian City 
(IHC) in Abu Dhabi as they wait to be transferred to another destination yesterday. — AFP

GAZA CITY: Friends and relatives of Palestinian Omar Hassan Abu Al-Nile, 12, 
who died of wounds he sustained during a Zionist attack last week, mourn 
during his funeral in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP

JERUSALEM: A 12-year-old 
Palestinian boy shot last week by Zionist 
soldiers during clashes along the border 
with Gaza has died of his injuries, the 

territory’s health ministry said yester-
day. Omar Hassan Abu Al-Nile was hit 
during clashes last Saturday on the 
sidelines of a demonstration near the 
border fence separating the Gaza Strip 
and the Jewish state, the official 
Palestinian news agency Wafa said. 

He “succumbed to his injuries,” the 
Gaza’s health ministry said in a state-
ment. The August 21 unrest left around 
40 people wounded, according to 
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