
KUWAIT: Record heatwaves in the US, Canada, 
Russia and some European countries, wildfires in 
nations like Greece, Turkey, and Lebanon, as well as 
rising sea levels in regions like East Antarctica all 
point to a common perpetrator: climate change. 
What used to sound like a problem for future gen-
erations is occurring right here and now and 
according to international organizations, such as the 
UN amongst others, this problem necessitates an 
urgent solution or else humanity is doomed. 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said in a 
recent statement, citing a report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), that 
climate change was a “code 
red for humanity”, which 
begs the question, what will 
human beings do to over-
come this dilemma? 
Seeking answers on coun-
tering climate change, sev-
eral local experts were con-
sulted to provide their input. 

Head of marine forecast 
at the Kuwait Control and Meteorological Center 
(KCMC) Yasser Al-Bloushi said that the main cause 
for climate change was greenhouse gas emissions, 
which prevents sunrays from escaping earth’s atmos-
phere, leading to increase in temperatures and other 
catastrophic environmental effects. Countries, which 
previously did not experience heatwaves, now face 
increased temperatures in addition to anomalous 
weather, leading to wildfires, rising sea levels, floods, 
mudslides, and so on, he added. 

The solution? Decrease or manage the levels of 

greenhouse gas emissions caused by vehicles, fac-
tories and other culprits, indicated Bloushi. On the 
national level, Bloushi revealed that Kuwait had 
recorded unprecedented high temperatures, man-
aging over 50 C degrees on average this summer 
compared to previous years. Strong wind also 
increased dust, which has ill effects on both humans’ 
health and power infrastructure, he added. 

 
Grim future 

On the grim future possibilities, meteorologist 
Mohammad Karam stressed the need for a global 

stance to decrease carbon 
emissions in the atmos-
phere via countering that 
with ecofriendly technolo-
gies or else, hope will be 
lost. He pointed out that 
the World Meteorological 
Organization’s (WMO) 
forecast for temperature in 
the upcoming half a centu-
ry warned that temperature 
would increase by 1.5 to 

2.5 percent, leading to rising sea levels and threat-
ening humans’ very own existence on this planet. 

As for Kuwaitis contributions to better the 
chances against climate change, deputy head of 
monitoring at the Environment Public Authority 
(EPA) Samira Al-Kanderi revealed that the country 
had been a signatory to United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) since 
1994. The UNFCC’s first article attributed climate 
change to the direct and indirect human activities, 
which reshaped the composition of earth’s atmos-

phere, leading to alarming and bizarre weather con-
ditions. Kuwait also signed UNFCC’s Kyoto 
Protocol on Climate Change in 2005 and the Paris 
Agreement in 2018, she mentioned. 

Kanderi added that Kuwait provided its national 
environment proclamations in 2012 and 2019 as well 
as the Kuwait National Adaptation Plan (NAP) sub-
mitted to the UNFCC on February 11th, 2021. She 

indicated that the documents offered inputs and 
predictions of greenhouse gas emissions until 2035 
in addition to data in rising temperatures and sea 
levels up to 2100. She revealed that the EPA was in 
the process of formulating Kuwait’s 2050 strategy 
for carbon emission decree as well as the 2025 doc-
ument for national contributions within the frame-
work of the Paris Agreement. — KUNA

KUWAIT: This file photo shows a dust storm in Kuwait. — KUNA
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Climate change reality necessitates 
urgent national, global response

Kuwait records unprecedented temperatures of 50 C on average
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KUWAIT: Kuwait City has ranked last in envi-
ronmental security among 60 cities surveyed in 
the ‘Safe Cities Index 2021’ report, released 
recently by The Economist Intelligence Unit. 
Kuwait managed a score of only 22 out of 100 in 
environmental security, and is the only city in the 
list with a ‘Low’ score in this category, designat-
ed for cities with scores between zero and 25. 

The report is based on the fourth iteration of 
the index, which ranks 60 cities across 76 indi-
cators covering digital, health, infrastructure, 
personal and environmental security. 
Environmental security considers how the city 
has incorporated sustainability parameters into 
its urban planning to reduce carbon emissions 
and manage climate risks. It takes account of 
policy inputs aimed at improving the health of 
the natural and physical environment in urban 
areas, where many have witnessed severe deteri-
oration in recent years. Input indicators in this 
domain look at the city’s sustainability master 
plan and market incentives for renewable energy 

sources. Output indicators include urban tree 
cover and the rate of water stress in cities. 

“With the growing importance of sustainable 
development, particularly in urban areas, we 
decided to include environmental security as a 
stand-alone category in the index for this 
year,” the report reads. “In prior editions of the 
index, sustainability-related indicators were 
distributed across the index. However, given the 
growing attention to sustainability by city 
planners and policy makers, we decided to cut 
this out into a separate stand-alone category 
by itself. The focus on environmental sustain-
ability in cities has become an important factor 
in urban safety.” 

Kuwait ranks 53rd overall in the index. Its 
highest rank came in the health security category 
where it placed 27th, followed by personal secu-
rity (37th), infrastructure security (51st) and digi-
tal security (54th). The ‘best health’ indicator 
ranks cities with a score of 75.1-100 as ‘Very 
high’, 50.1-75 as ‘High’ and 25.1-50 as ‘Medium’.

Report ranks Kuwait City dead 
last in environmental security Continued from Page 1 

 
The meeting comes as Iraq, long a casualty of 

jihadist militancy, also tries to establish itself as a 
mediator between Arab countries and Iran. 

“We all know that we must not lower our guard, 
because Daesh (IS) remains a threat, and I know that 
the fight against these terrorist groups is a priority of 
your government,” Macron said, after a meeting with 
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi. 

Iraq and France “are key partners in the war against 
terrorism,” Kadhemi replied. Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi and Jordan’s King Abdullah II flew in for 
the summit, while the foreign ministers of Iran and 
Saudi Arabia were also present. In addition to Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Qatar’s Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, Dubai’s ruler, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum and 
Turkey’s foreign minister were also present. 

Iraq is seeking to play a “unifying role” to tackle crises 
shaking the region, sources close to Iraq’s Kadhemi said. 
Oil-rich Iraq has been caught for years in a delicate bal-
ancing act between its two main allies, Iran and the 
United States. Iran exerts major clout in Iraq through 
allied armed groups within the Hashed Al-Shaabi, a pow-
erful state-sponsored paramilitary network. 

Baghdad has been brokering talks since April 
between US ally Riyadh and Tehran on mending ties 
severed in 2016. “It was really not easy to put the 
Saudis and Iranians in the same room,” a French diplo-
matic source said. But an adviser to Kadhemi said that 
just the presence of the two foreign ministers together 
was itself a “success”. Macron aims to highlight 
France’s role in the region and its determination to 
press the fight against terrorism, his office said. The 
French president considers Iraq “essential” to stability 
in the troubled Middle East, it added. 

The Baghdad conference “will make it possible to 
lay the framework for cooperation in the fight against 
terrorism,” Macron said. An IS affiliate claimed 
Thursday’s suicide bombing in Kabul that killed scores 
of people, including 13 US service members. The 
attack has revived global concerns that the extremist 
organization, which seized swathes of Syria and Iraq 
before being routed from both countries, is emerging 
anew, analysts said. 

In July, President Joe Biden said US combat oper-
ations in Iraq would end this year, but that US sol-
diers would continue to train, advise and support the 
country’s military in the fight against IS. Washington 
currently has 2,500 troops deployed to Iraq. Rasha 
Al Aqeedi, senior analyst at Newlines Institute for 
Strategy and Policy, said coalition forces believed 
Iraq’s security personnel could prevent another IS 
advance. “Maybe they’re not ideal, but they’re good 
enough for America to leave the country believing 
that Iraq is not going to live through another 2014,” 
she said. — Agencies (See Page 3) 
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in power between 1996 and 2001 — when the 

US led an invasion after the September 11 attacks. 
“I’m happy I left. The only thing I am worried about 
now is my mother, father, sister and brother,” 
Wazhma said.  

Afghan evacuee Naim, a father of five who 
worked as a translator for the US army, immediately 
went into hiding when the Taleban seized the capital 
on August 15. He and his family managed to escape 
to the airport, where they spent three nights until a 
US aircraft flew them to the United Arab Emirates. 

“We were afraid that they would kill us,” the 34-
year-old told AFP as he sat next to his wife, three 
daughters and two sons. “I took my kids’ clothes 
only and our IDs. We lost everything, the carpets, 
the couches, the baby clothes. All gone,” he said. “I 
just want my kids to have a good life.” 

Other mask-clad Afghan men, women and chil-
dren were gathered in the facility in the UAE capi-
tal Abu Dhabi, some sipping on small juice boxes 

and others sitting on white chairs near rooms 
bustling with medical staff. They were waiting 
nervously before heading to the airport to board a 
flight to the US. 

A young Afghan girl, in a black-gold sequence 
dress, patiently waited her turn for a medical check-
up, swaying her legs back and forth as she played 
with a stuffed bear. Dozens of others poured in, 
queuing at the entrance of the facility, waiting to be 
checked in by Emirati employees. 

Gulf nations-including the UAE, Kuwait, Bahrain 
and Qatar-which host US and other Western 
forces, have been instrumental in evacuation 
efforts, offering Afghans critical passage to new 
lives in third countries. The UAE said on Thursday 
that it has helped evacuate 28,000 people from 
Afghanistan, adding it was hosting 8,500 evacuees 
on a temporary basis until they head to the US 
within days. About 109,000 people have been 
flown out of the country since August 14, the day 
before the Taleban swept to power, according to 
the US government. Some countries-including 
France, Britain and Spain-announced an end to 
their airlifts Friday, following other nations such as 
Canada and Australia earlier in the week. The 
United Nations said it was bracing for a “worst-
case scenario” of up to half a million more refugees 
from Afghanistan by the end of 2021. — AFP 
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Gaza’s Hamas rulers, including a 32-year-old 

Palestinian man who died on Wednesday. 
The Zionist army said it had responded with live 

fire and other measures to Palestinian “rioters” who 
were hurling explosives over the border fence and 
attempting to scale it. Following the clashes, the Zionist 
entity carried out air strikes it said were targeting 
weapons manufacturing and storage sites of the 
Islamist group Hamas. The Zionist forces struck Gaza 
again overnight Monday-Tuesday in response to 
incendiary balloons that sparked multiple fires in 

southern Eskhol region. 
There were no reported casualties from the strikes. 
New clashes took place on the border between 

Gaza and Zionist state on Wednesday, but they were 
less violent than those yesterday. More protests were 
planned, according to Palestinian sources. 

The protests come just over three months after an 
informal truce ended 11 days of conflict between 
Hamas and the Zionist forces, the worst fighting 
between the two sides in years. Hamas authorities said 
260 Palestinians were killed by Zionist air strikes dur-
ing the conflict, including fighters. In 2018, Gazans 
began a protest movement demanding an end to 
Zionist blockade and the right for Palestinians to return 
to lands they fled or were expelled from when the 
Jewish state was founded. The Hamas-backed weekly 
demonstrations, often violent, sputtered as the Jewish 
state killed some 350 Palestinians in Gaza over more 
than a year. — AFP
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KABUL: Britain’s last plane carrying only civilian 
evacuees has taken off from Kabul, the defense min-
istry said yesterday, leaving hundreds of Afghans eligi-
ble for resettlement behind. The government is winding 
up its operation to airlift civilians, diplomats and 
troops out of Afghanistan ahead of the August 31 
deadline for US troop withdrawal. 

The ministry said further planes could carry some 
civilians along with military and diplomats. The head of 
the UK armed forces, General Sir Nick Carter earlier 
yesterday told the BBC that the evacuation effort 
would end “during the course of today”. “We have 
some civilian flights to take out but it’s very few now,” 
Carter said, after which “it will be necessary to bring 
our troops out on the remaining aircraft”. 

The UK Ambassador to Afghanistan, Laurie 
Bristow, tweeted a video of himself standing on the air-
field with military planes in the background, wearing a 

bullet-proof vest. 
He said his team had been working “to the very last 

moment to evacuate British nationals, Afghans and 
others at risk”. “Since August 13, we have brought 
nearly 15,000 people to safety,” the ambassador said. 
Carter said the evacuation operation had “gone as well 
as it could do” but it was “heartbreaking” that “we 
haven’t been able to bring everybody out”. 

The armed forces chief estimated the number of eli-
gible Afghans who had not been evacuated to be “in 
the high hundreds”. He stressed that they will be wel-
come in Britain if they manage to leave after the dead-
line, through third countries or other ways. Defense 
Secretary Ben Wallace earlier estimated that between 
800 and 1,100 Afghans eligible for relocation under 
the UK’s scheme “didn’t make it”. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Friday that 
London would “shift heaven and earth” to help the 
Afghans left behind. Several British nationals were 
killed in Thursday’s bomb attack at Kabul airport, 
claimed by the regional Islamic State chapter. 

The BBC reported Saturday that a taxi driver from 
London, Mohammad Niazi, was killed in firing in the 
aftermath of the blast, while his wife and two of their 
children were missing. Foreign minister Dominic Raab 
said Friday that two British nationals and the child of 
another British citizen were killed. — AFP 
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KABUL: A handout picture released by the British Ministry of Defense shows a member of the UK Armed 
Forces fist-bumping an evacuee during their deployment to support the evacuation of British nationals 
and entitled personnel at Kabul airport in Afghanistan. — AFP


