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TOKYO: Fencing icon Beatrice “Bebe” Vio successful-
ly defended her women’s Paralympic gold yesterday as
US wheelchair racing legend Tatyana McFadden won
her 18th Paralympic medal. Vio, one of the world’s best-
known Paralympians, was in unstoppable form as she
defeated China’s Zhou Jingjing 15-9 in the Women’s
Individual Foil Category B gold medal match, just as
she had done in Rio five years ago.

The Italian 24-year-old, who had both forearms and
legs amputated when she contracted meningitis as an
11-year-old, screamed in joy before bursting into tears
in the arms of her coach after the winning point was
scored. On Day 4 of the competition, a total of 54 gold
medals were up for grabs across nine different sports,
including 17 athletics finals at the Olympic Stadium.

McFadden took bronze in the women’s T54
5,000m to extend her streak of finishing on the podi-
um in every Paralympic race she has entered since
2008. But she said just competing in Tokyo was a vic-
tory in itself, having been diagnosed with a blood-
clotting disorder in 2017 that took almost two years
to recover from.

“I’m on cloud nine,” said the 32-year-old, who was
born in Russia and raised in an orphanage until she was
adopted at the age of six. “I was in a really dark spot
because it took me 20 months to recover, and everyone

was getting better in those 20 months.”
McFadden added that it was “quite amazing” that

she took the bronze behind US teammate Susannah
Scaroni, who won gold. Fleur Jong of the Netherlands
won the women’s T64 long jump, beating French
defending champion Marie-Amelie Le Fur with a
jump of 6.16m.

Le Fur, a three-time Paralympic gold medalist, said
she would retire after the competition. “The time has
come to finish it here in Tokyo,” said the 32-year-old.
“I’m proud to do so with this performance and with
these extraordinary girls. There are no regrets.”

Boccia underway
Britain’s Kadeena Cox will turn her attention to ath-

letics after winning her second cycling gold in the team
sprint. She will try to defend her T38 400m title next
week. Also at the velodrome, husband and wife Neil
and Lorie Fachie of Britain won gold within 15 minutes
of each other.

The boccia competition got underway with all four
individual gold medalists from the Rio Games return-
ing to defend their titles. Hong Kong’s BC4 champion
Leung Yuk-wing will try to repeat his Athens 2004
feat of winning gold in individual and pairs events. “I
am trying to be relaxed to face the game because just
thinking about being the champion or the gold medal
would be a lot of pressure,” he said. In wheelchair
rugby, Britain booked their place in the final with a
55-49 win over hosts Japan. They will play either USA
or twice-defending champions Australia in the gold-
medal match.

Away from the competition, organizers apologized
after a visually impaired Japanese judoka was hit by a
self-driving bus in the Paralympic village on Thursday.
Tokyo 2020 suspended the operation of the vehicles
after the accident, where one of the buses “made con-
tact” with Aramitsu Kitazono. Kitazono was scheduled
to compete in the men’s -81kg competition on Saturday
morning, but did not start his match against Ukraine’s
Dmytro Solovey. — AFP

Superstar Vio repeats Rio gold
as McFadden wins 18th medal

TOKYO: Gold medalists Spain’s Susana Rodriguez (right) and her guide Sara Loehr pose with their medals after
competing in the women’s triathlon category PTVI during the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games at the Odaiba Marine
Park in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Britain’s Stuart Robinson, a veteran who was wounded in Afghanistan, rolls to score during the pool phase
group B wheelchair rugby match between Britain and Canada during the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games at the
Yoyogi National Stadium in Tokyo on August 25, 2021. — AFP

CHIBA: Italy’s Beatrice Vio takes off her mask during a
video review while competing against Russia’s Ludmila
Vasileva in the wheelchair fencing women’s foil individual
category B semi-final bout during the Tokyo 2020
Paralympic Games at Makuhari Messe Hall in Chiba yes-
terday. — AFP

Boccia competition underway at Paralympics

Britain to play 
in wheelchair
rugby final

Paralympic triathlete
who helped Spain
fight COVID wins gold
TOKYO: During Spain’s tough lockdown last year,
Paralympic triathlon champion Susana Rodriguez
trained furiously at home and helped fight the coron-
avirus in her job as a doctor. Rodriguez — who swam,
cycled and sprinted to gold in yesterday’s PTVI race
for athletes with visual impairments — said working in
a hospital meant she “knew COVID was very serious,
since the very beginning”.

In the fraught early days of the pandemic, when she
was on the phone lines to assess people with symp-
toms, her boss would hold a meeting each morning.
“He gave the new data, and things were going really
wrong,” the 33-year-old told AFP ahead of her com-
petition at the virus-postponed Tokyo Paralympics. “I
realized that the Games would not be possible before
they said they wouldn’t be in 2020.” She then put her
specialization in physical medicine and rehabilitation
to use by helping patients recover from the most
severe infections — while fitting in hours on her tread-
mill and exercise bike between shifts.

“I was also afraid of catching COVID,” said the ath-
lete, who has albinism and is partially sighted, and
competes with a guide. “For a blind person, we rely a
lot on touching things, and when (the pandemic) start-
ed, everything turned to distancing, and touch was not
the best idea. So it was difficult, especially in the
beginning.” Rodriguez, who has competed in para-ath-
letics since she was a child, eventually took a break
from her medical career to focus on preparing for vic-
tory. “In the world of sports, this means everything,”
she told reporters on Saturday after her win, adding
that she had “done my homework” by training hard for
the race.

‘Stressful schedule’
Rodriguez will become the first Spanish

Paralympian to compete in two disciplines at the same
Games when she runs in the women’s 1500m T11 today.
“I will try to relax now and try to recover my legs. I
need to keep calm, because this situation (winning
gold) gave me a lot of adrenaline,” she said yesterday.

The best way to keep up stamina for back-to-
back events is to take things day by day, according
to the Spaniard. “I’ve been really used to a very
stressful schedule in the last year, between Rio and
Tokyo, so I am used to focusing on one day, then
resting, then the next.”

“I’m better in triathlon... but I really love the track,”
said Rodriguez, who finished fifth in her triathlon cate-
gory at Rio 2016. Her guide Sara Loehr also received a
gold medal on Saturday, with the pair holding hands
and grinning triumphantly on the podium. Rodriguez
says her guide athletes are “my eyes during competi-
tion”, and “they know me really well. We don’t need to
speak, because they know if I can push harder or not.”

They also help her in the Paralympic Village. “For
example, when you go for dinner or breakfast, they are
telling you what food to take. In the end, they are my
friends.” Rodriguez faced another challenge in early
2020 when she was diagnosed with and underwent
treatment for a genetic heart condition.

“I didn’t know if I could keep practicing sport at a
professional level,” she said. But “the cardiology
team from my hospital were very good to me, help-
ing me take decisions... so I can be here in Tokyo,
safe, and happy.”

Spectators are banned from most competitions at
the Games and athletes must stick to strict virus rules.
Despite the difficulties of the pandemic, Rodriguez
sees a light at the end of the tunnel as vaccines help
reduce the number of seriously ill patients. “This is
taking so long, we have been putting our hopes in
many things and it’s getting hard,” she said. “But we
say hope is the last thing to lose, and I hope in 2022
we can get back to normal life.” — AFP

‘Far from fragile’:
Battering rams of
wheelchair rugby
TOKYO: The battered round wheels collide like
Viking shields, as the combatants of wheelchair rugby
dodge, battle, and score in a sport that players say
upends preconceptions about disability. “It’s a sport
that breaks stereotypes, where we push beyond our
limits,” said Christophe Salegui, 35, a member of the
French team competing at the Tokyo Paralympics.

Originally known as “murderball,” the sport has a
reputation for tough confrontations, with players mer-
cilessly battering opponents to keep them from landing
a point. “It’s definitely one of the sports that gets peo-
ple interested because of the weird nature of it, the
collision and the contacts,” acknowledged Britain’s
Stuart Robinson. Collisions are often so forceful that
wheelchairs lift partly off the ground or topple over
altogether, with staff helping hoist players back
upright. But athletes say there’s simply nothing better.
“I love the speed, the aggression, the competitiveness,
the impacts, the camaraderie,” said Zak Madell, one of
Canada’s top players.

And the rough and tumble nature of the sport helps
undercut ideas about people with disabilities, he said.
“I think when you just watch it proves that we are far
from fragile, and not afraid to go there and knock
around and beat up on each other a little bit,” Madell
told AFP. Despite the name, the sport differs in various
ways from rugby: the ball is round rather than oval and
can be passed forward, and it’s played indoors on a
court rather than an outdoors pitch. Attackers have just
12 seconds to get the ball across the court’s central line
and 40 seconds to score a try. Failure to do so in the
time means the ball switches sides. The fast-paced

game, invented in Canada in the 1970s, is much more
than just brute force though, said Salegui. “It’s super
strategic,” he told AFP. “It’s very technical and tacti-
cal.” Four players are on court at any one time, and
each is categorized with a certain number of points
according to their disability, ranging from 0.5 points
for a more severe impairment to 3.5 points. Each team
cannot exceed more than eight points between the
players on court, although the figure rises to 8.5 if they
bring on a female player.

‘Bumps and bangs’
But while the sport is mixed, men continue to domi-

nate and some teams in Tokyo — including France —
don’t have a single female player. “It’s a relatively new
sport in France, so there are not that many players,”
French team coach Olivier Cusin said. “There are only
about a dozen women who play wheelchair rugby in
France, but to make the highest levels is a lot of work
and for the moment we haven’t found that rare pearl.
But we’re looking!”

At the Tokyo Games, defending champions Australia
are bidding for a record third consecutive gold, coming
back from a shock defeat by debutants Denmark in
their opening fixture. The sport’s players are divided
between attack and defense, with chairs adapted to
their roles. “Offensive” chairs feature rounded front
edges to help players slip past opponents, and wider
wheels that help attackers power forward with speed.
“Defensive” chairs by contrast are reinforced with a
grid at the front to help blunt attacks.

And it’s their chairs, rather than their bodies, that take
the brunt of the contact, players say. “A lot of people
kind of protect themselves when they’re going to fall. A
lot of the hits are taken by the chairs,” said Britain’s
Robinson. “Relatively serious injuries are very rare,”
adds Cusin, who says in 11 years as national team coach
in the sport he’s yet to see a player get seriously hurt.
Specialized mechanics are on hand to keep the chairs in
top shape and patch them up after clashes.—AFP

Ooredoo honors
Team Kuwait
Olympic athletes 
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce inno-
vative digital services in Kuwait, took pleasure in welcom-
ing the Assistant Secretary of the Kuwait Olympic
Committee Ali Al-Marri and honoring the champions of
Team Kuwait for their participation and excellence in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics started in July 2021 in Japan.
During the honoring ceremony which was inaugurated by
the CEO of Ooredoo Kuwait, Abdulaziz Al-Babtain, he
was keen to praise the great achievements of the Olympic
athletes during the tournament which was just the cross-
ing point to a more prosperous future with greater pio-
neering milestones for the State of Kuwait. 

The honoring began by celebrating the Kuwait cham-
pions, headed by the Assistant Secretary of the Kuwait
Olympic Committee Ali Al-Marri, with the presence of
each of the players: Abdullah Al-Rashidi, Mansour Al-
Rashidi, Talal Al-Rashidi, Abdulrahman Al-Faihan, Abbas
Qali, Mudhawi Al-Shammari, Abdulrahman Al-Fadhel and
Mohammad Al-Mosawi. Representatives of Ooredoo’s
executive management, headed by CEO Abdulaziz
Yaqoub Al-Babtain, Acting Chief of Commercial Officer

Tapan Trapathi, Senior Director of Corporate
Communications Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Director of AlNukhba
Department Thamer Al-Tahous, Senior Manager of Public
Relations Fatima Dashti, in addition to members of the
Corporate Communications team.

Babtain also rewarded all the athletes in which the
Bronze medalist, Abdullah Al-Rashidi, was awarded a free
lifetime royal number with unlimited minutes, unlimited 5G
internet and SMS. While the other nine athletes were
treated with a one-year free subscriptions (unlimited min-

utes, unlimited 5G internet and SMS). It is noteworthy that
the State of Kuwait participated in five sport games in the
Olympic Games 2020 that took place from 23 July to 8
August 2021, where the Kuwaiti list included ten players,
four in the shooting game, and two in swimming and two
in athletics, one in rowing and one in karate. 

“We take pride of all the ten Olympic athletes who
have started the main sport ladder in an honor of our
beloved country through their participation and excel-
lence during the tournament,” Babtain said. “We will con-

tinue to harness the company’s resources to motivate and
support them with the aim of achieving greater sustain-
ability of long-term development of excellence in the
world of sports.”

“We confirm the unswerving role of Ooredoo in
empowering Kuwaiti youth and talents, supporting sus-
tainable developments that shade lights on creating cre-
ative, innovative and aspiring generation, along with moti-
vating them to achieve a distinguished participation in dif-
ferent domains” Babtain added. 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom and Team Kuwait members pose for a group photo during the honoring event.


