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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health yesterday told 
the Parliamentary Health Panel that the pandemic 
situation in the country is ‘assuring’ but called for 
caution and for complying with health conditions. 
Head of the Assembly Health and Labor committee 

MP Saleh Al-Mutairi said the committee discussed 
the latest developments regarding COVID-19 virus, 
adding that the “Ministry of Health stressed that the 
situation is assuring but called for caution”. 

He said the Ministry has its policy of dealing with 
the pandemic and is calling on the public to continue 
wearing face masks and observing necessary health 

conditions. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs mean-
while, called on Kuwaiti citizens to defer travel plans 
at present unless it is necessary in the second appeal 
by authorities in a few days following the discovery 
of a new COVID-19 variant known as Omicron. 

In a statement, the Ministry urged Kuwaitis to 
comply with a statement by the Council of Ministers 

on Sunday to postpone travel now because of the 
new variant. The Ministry said that travel should be 
postponed until necessary in order to avoid rapidly 
changing policies by various countries while coun-
tering the spread of the new variant. It also called 
on Kuwaitis currently outside the country to con-
tact nearest Kuwaiti missions abroad.

Health Ministry says situation  
is ‘assuring’ but urges caution

Foreign Ministry calls on citizens to defer travel plans

SONTHOFEN: Vials of the COVID-19 vaccines by Pfizer/BioNTech and the Moderna vaccine (center) 
against the novel coronavirus stand on a table in a vaccination center in Sonthofen, southern Germany,  
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP 

GENEVA: The WHO yesterday urged countries to 
remain calm and take “rational” measures against 
the fast-spreading Omicron coronavirus variant, as 
Germany’s next chancellor voiced support for com-
pulsory vaccinations. The emergence of Omicron, 
first reported to the World Health Organization in 
South Africa less than a week ago, has already 
spread rapidly across the globe with borders shut-
ting and dozens of countries rolling out travel 
restrictions in defiance of WHO advice.  

While so much is still unknown - no deaths have 
been reported from Omicron and it could take 
weeks to know how vaccine-resistant it could prove 
- the new strain underscores how besieged the 

world remains by COVID-19, nearly two years after 
the first cases. “We call on all member states to take 
rational, proportional risk-reduction measures,” 
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a 
briefing to countries.  

“The global response must be calm, coordinated 
and coherent.” The WHO chief said it was under-
standable that countries wanted to protect their cit-
izens “against a variant that we don’t yet fully 
understand,” yet the UN health agency fears that 
blocking travel could be unfair and dissuade sur-
veillance. 

“I am equally concerned that several member 
states are introducing blunt, blanket measures that 
are not evidence-based or effective on their own, 
and which will only worsen inequities,” said Tedros. 
Governments, particularly in western Europe, have 
already struggled with rapid rises in case numbers 
and have reintroduced mandatory mask-wearing, 
social-distancing measures, curfews or lockdowns - 
leaving businesses fearing another grim Christmas. 
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MADRID: Speaker of 
the Kuwaiti National 
Assembly Marzouq Ali 
Al-Ghanem has praised 
participation of the cau-
cus delegation in the 
143rd conference of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) that wrapped up 
yesterday - lauding the 
legislators’ performance 
at the international event. 
The Kuwaiti delegation 
has exerted tremendous efforts within the frame-
work of the governing council, the general assem-
bly, permanent and interim committees, during the 
convention, the Speaker said. 

Delegations of the Arab, Islamic and Gulf 
countries engaged in the highest level of coop-
eration and worked out some schemes for the 
next convention due in Bali, Indonesia, next 
year, he said, indicating that some differences 
among a number of Arab delegations had been 
thrashed out.  

Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and the (current) Amir His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah had contributed to the efforts to tackle the 
rifts in the inter-Arab ties “and this impacted 
directly on parliaments’ performance.” This con-
ference was of particular significance, considering 
that the gatherings had been held virtually for 
some time, he indicated. He thanked the Kuwaiti 
Ambassador to Spain Ayadah Al-Saeedi for his 
efforts to facilitate the delegation’s participation in 
the IPU event. — KUNA
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YAS ISLAND: Photo shows a view of one of the self-driving taxis being used in the 
UAE capital Abu Dhabi, to transport passengers to the nearby Yas Island. — AFP 

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates, 
which turns 50 on December 2, is a 
wealthy Gulf oil state and economic 
hub that has turned into one of the 
region’s most influential countries. 

The UAE is a federal state of sev-
en emirates:  Abu Dhabi, Ajman, 
Dubai, Fujairah, Sharjah Umm Al-
Qaiwain and Ras Al-Khaimah. 
Ninety percent of i ts 10 mil l ion 
inhabitants are foreigners. The capi-
tal Abu Dhabi, and above all Dubai, 
are extremely well-connected air 
hubs and also home to the regional 

headquarters of thousands of com-
panies. The UAE has in recent years 
relaxed its residency regulations to 
boost its economy and attract more 
foreign investment. 

With an economy second only to 
Saudi Arabia in the Gulf , the 
Emirates is one of the easiest coun-
tries in the world to do business, 
according to the World Bank. One of 
the top oil producer in OPEC, the 
federation’s rapid growth since the 
1970s has been driven by its oil and 
gas wealth. But having diversified its 
economy over the decades, it relies 
less and less on petrol, with revenues 
now making up only 30 percent of 
its GDP. In August, the UAE joined 
the nuclear club, with the Barakah 
nuclear power station, the first in the 
Arab world, coming on line. 
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BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Shiite Muslim firebrand cleric 
Moqtada Sadr was confirmed yesterday as the 
biggest winner of last month’s parliamentary elec-
tion, that had sparked charges of voter fraud from 
pro-Iranian factions. The announcement of the 
results had been put off for weeks amid tensions 
over allegations of fraud and violence, that culminat-
ed on November 7 in an assassination attempt tar-
geting Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi, from 
which he emerged unharmed.  

The attack was not claimed by any group. Sadr’s 
movement won nearly a fifth of seats - 73 out of the 
assembly’s total 329 - the election commission said, 
after a lengthy manual recount of hundreds of ballot 
boxes. Trailing behind Sadr’s bloc in the Shiite camp 
with 17 seats was the Fatah (Conquest) Alliance, the 
political arm of the pro-Iran Hashed Al-Shaabi former 

paramilitary force, which is now integrated into Iraq’s 
state security apparatus.  

Hashed leaders had rejected the preliminary result 
- which was sharply down from their 48 seats in the 
outgoing assembly - as a “scam”, and their support-
ers have held street protests chanting “No to fraud”. 
Their activists have staged sit-in protests outside 
Baghdad’s ultra-secure Green Zone district, where 
the government, the assembly and many foreign 
embassies are located. 

Despite the significant loss of seats, the Hashed 
remains a powerful force in the Iraqi political scene, 
backed by Iran and with a strength of 160,000 fight-
ers. It can also count on a key ally that made a surprise 
comeback in the polls - former premier Nuri Al-
Maliki’s pro-Iran State of Law Alliance clinched 33 
seats in the legislature. Analysts have warned that - in 
a country still recovering from decades of war and 
chaos, and where most parties have armed wings - 
political disputes could spark a dangerous escalation. 

The final results must now be sent to the federal 
court for ratification. The parliament will then hold its 
inaugural session and elect a president, who will in turn 
appoint a prime minister to be approved by the legis-
lature. In multi-confessional and multi-ethnic Iraq, the 
formation of governments has involved complex nego-

tiations ever since a US-led invasion toppled dictator 
Saddam Hussein in 2003. Posts and ministries have 
typically been handed out according to compromises 
reached by the main blocs in backroom talks, rather 
than to reflect the numbers of seats parties have won. 

Sadr, a former leader of an anti-US militia who 
has often surprised observers with his political 
manoeuvres, has called for a “majority” government 
with other leading blocs - possibly excluding power-
ful Shiite actors like Fatah. Analysts said he could 
strike deals with Sunni and Kurdish groups, such as 
those of outgoing parliament speaker Mohammed 
Al-Halbussi’s bloc, with 37 seats, or the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, with 31. “Now it’s a matter of who 
will back down,” said Hamdi Malik of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. 

“So far, neither side has given in to pressure. That is 
why the chance of escalation and clashes is high at this 
stage.” Iraq, an oil-rich country of 40 million, is still 
recovering from years of conflict and turmoil. Major 
fighting has stopped since a military alliance including 
the Hashed defeated the Islamic State jihadist group in 
2017, but sporadic violence continues. Military bases 
housing US troops have been targeted with dozens of 
missile and drone strikes which Washington blames on 
pro-Iran factions. — AFP  
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