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Kuwait’s Crown Prince receives 
visiting GCC Secretary General

Enhancing efforts to support joint Gulf action

KUWAIT: His  H ighness  the  Crown Pr ince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received Gulf Cooperation Council ’s (GCC) 
Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf during his 
visit to Kuwait yesterday. The Crown Prince’s 
Diwan Chief Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, Director of the Crown Prince 

of f ice  Jamal  Al-Theyab, Fore ign  Af fa i rs 
Undersecretary in the Office of His Highness the 
Crown Prince Mazen Al-Issa and Assistant 
Foreign Minister for GCC Affairs Ambassador 
Hamad Al-Marri attended the meeting. 

H is  H ighness  the  Pr ime Min is ter  She ikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah a lso 

received Dr  Hajraf , current ly  on a  v is i t  to 
Kuwait. Head of the Prime Minister’s Diwan 
Abdulaziz Dekheel Al-Dekheel and Ambassador 
Meri attended the meeting. Meanwhile, Foreign 
Min is ter  She ikh  Dr  Ahmad Nasser  Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah met the GCC General 
Secretary on the occasion of his visit to the 

country. During the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed ways to enhance efforts to support the 
joint Gulf action towards more bonding and sol-
idarity within the framework of the Gulf system. 
They also reviewed the efforts of the council’s 
Secretariat to develop and boost the GCC’s 
economies. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
meets GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. 

Zain hosts unique programs, activities for Kuwaiti students in US

CHICAGO: NUKS USA Director Abdulaziz Al-Kandari recognizes Waleed Al-Khashti for Zain’s support. Waleed Al-Khashti (right) honors Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad (center) with the presence of Dhari Al-Blaihees.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in 
Kuwait, hosted a number of social, cultural, and enter-
tainment programs for Kuwaiti students in the United 
Stated throughout two consecutive days in Chicago. 
The company’s contribution came as part of its 
Platinum Sponsorship of the 37th annual conference of 
the National Union of Kuwaiti Students in the United 
States of America (NUKS USA), which was held under 
the patronage of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Zain’s support to this annual event for the past 17 
years came as part of its Corporate Sustainability and 
Social Responsibility strategy towards the youth and 
education sectors. The company is proud to have 
become an integral part of this event’s success, 
through which it connects with the country’s youth 
abroad. The event, considered the largest gathering of 
Kuwaiti students abroad, made a return after a halt of 
nearly two years due to the COVID pandemic. 

As it does every year, Zain took part in the confer-
ence by hosting a number of unique social, cultural, 

and entertainment programs for the attending stu-
dents. The company sponsored a health seminar titled 
“Kuwait Faces the Pandemic”, which featured Ministry 
of Health Spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad, who 
flew to the United States to share a behind-the-scenes 
look at the ministry’s efforts to curb the COVID out-
break last year. Sanad showcased the Kuwaiti govern-
ment’s speedy actions and the brave sacrifices of 
frontliners in facing the pandemic.  

Zain also sponsored a special sports seminar titled 
“Kuwaiti Sports Across Generations”, which featured 
many distinguished Kuwaiti athletes from current and 
past generations. The guests shared the most promi-
nent historical achievements and millstones of 
Kuwaiti sports, and discussed the challenges faced 
by the sports sector and explored the best ways to 
overcome them.  

In addition, Zain hosted many entertainment pro-
grams for the students, hosted by Kuwaiti presenters 
Dhari Al-Blaihees and Mohammed Al-Hamli. The event 
featured a unique atmosphere filled with a sense of 

national unity, where Zain presented valuable prizes to 
the crowds.   

Zain also hosted ZAINPHONIC, a special work-
shop that shared tips and tricks of smartphone pho-
tography, giving the students a chance to learn the 
best techniques for taking pro-level photos with their 
smartphones and helping them unleash their creativity.  

Zain’s presence in the event conveyed its enthusi-
asm to interact with the future generations of Kuwaiti 
youth, especially those who pursue their education 
abroad, as the NUKS USA conference is considered 
the largest gathering of Kuwaitis outside of Kuwait, 
and welcomes students from all over the US. 

The event appeals to students on both intellectual 
and social levels, and serves as an open forum for 
them to exchange opinions and views regarding 
important domestic issues with the presence of dis-
tinguished national figures from the Kuwaiti commu-
nity, including academics, media personalities, ath-
letes, doctors, and more who fly to the US for the 
purpose of meeting with the students and sharing 

their experiences with them.  
Zain sees its annual participation in the conference 

as part of its responsibility as a leading national com-
pany to help provide bright and enthusiastic young 
Kuwaitis with a great social experience, as well as lis-
ten to their ideas and experiences while pursuing their 
education abroad.  

The National Union of Kuwaiti Students in the 
United States of America (NUKS USA) serves nearly 
14,000 Kuwaiti students studying in the United States. 
The union aims, through its events and programs, to 
connect Kuwaiti students with each other on one level, 
and with their nation and the latest updates of the 
Kuwaiti community on another. NUKS USA was pub-
licized in the USA and was granted the recognition of 
the United States government. The achievement is 
considered a proud milestone for Kuwait’s youth, and 
is a direct result of the great relations between the 
State of Kuwait and United States. Such a recognition 
is a clear reflection of the strategic relations between 
the two nations.  

From one of Zain’s entertainment programs at the event. Waleed Al-Khashti with national team players Soud Al-Mujamid and Hamad Al-Enzi during the sports seminar.
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In the European Union’s largest economy, 

Germany’s next chancellor Olaf Scholz indicated his 
support for compulsory COVID vaccines, with a 
source from his centre-left Social Democratic Party 
telling AFP he “signaled his sympathy for such a reg-
ulation”. Scholz held crisis talks with regional leaders 
and was due to meet outgoing Chancellor Angela 
Merkel over introducing new restrictions amid soar-
ing coronavirus cases and hospitalizations. 

Germany’s constitutional court ruled that sweeping 
restrictions such as curfews, school closures and con-
tact restrictions were lawful, likely to pave the way for 
further curbs. In neighboring France, Health Minister 
Olivier Veran warned the situation was worsening rap-

idly after the first Omicron variant was found on the 
French island of Reunion, with 1,700 COVID patients 
now in critical care. 

With 47,000 new cases reported over the past 24 
hours, he said average daily cases are rising 60 per-
cent a week. “If these trends continue, they could sur-
pass the peak of the third wave by the end of this 
week,” he told lawmakers, referring to the surge in 
cases last spring. In the Netherlands, health authori-
ties revealed the Omicron variant had already entered 
the Netherlands before a cluster of cases emerged 
from two flights from South Africa. 

Belgium and Germany have also reported finding 
Omicron cases before South Africa officially notified 
the WHO on November 24, while Japan confirmed 
its first case one day after barring all new foreign 
arrivals just weeks after relaxing tough regulations. 
Markets in Asia, Frankfurt, London and Paris fell, 
while US markets and oil prices also tumbled after 
the boss of US vaccine manufacturer Moderna 
warned vaccines might be less effective at fighting 
the new variant. — AFP 

WHO pleads for  
calm as Omicron...
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It also has one of the most vaccinated popula-

tion in the world against Covid-19, according to 
official sources. 

With little oil but the most diversified economy 
in the Gulf, Dubai has gone from a fishing village 
to a major financial, transport and media hub in the 
space of a few decades. Known for its glitzy shop-
ping centers and its forest of skyscrapers, includ-
ing the tallest in the world, the Burj Khalifa, it has 
become a major tourist destination. Abu Dhabi is 
home to a branch of the Louvre, with its art collec-
tion housed in a spectacular museum designed by 
French architect Jean Nouvel. Expo 2020 Dubai 

opened its doors in October after being postponed 
because of the COVID pandemic. The first time 
one of the world fairs has been held in the Arab 
world, it is expected to attract millions of visitors 
before it closes on March 31. 

The Emirates and Gulf ally Bahrain last year 
normalized their relations with Zionist entity amid 
rising tensions with Iran, which they have accused 
in the past of stoking tensions in the region. The 
UAE and Teheran have been at loggerheads since 
1971 over three disputed islands in the Gulf that 
Iran occupied. The Emirates also rowed back 
diplomatic t ies with Tehran in 2016 as rivalry 
between its neighbor Saudi Arabia and the Islamic 
republic escalated. Despite the tensions, the two 
states have maintained business links. Earlier this 
month the UAE drew criticism from its US allies 
when its chief diplomat Abdullah bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan met Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad in 
the first official visit to Damascus since the 2011 
start of Syria’s civil war. — AFP 

UAE: Rich Gulf 
state looking...


