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BRIDGETOWN, Barbados: Prime Minister Mia Amor Mottley (L), President of Barbados Dame Sandra Mason (2nd L), National Hero Sir Garfield Sobers (C), Charles, Prince of Wales (3rd R) and Rihanna (R) look on during the 
Three Cheers to Barbados at the ceremony to declare Barbados a Republic and the Inauguration of the President of Barbados at Heroes Square in Bridgetown. — AFP

BRIDGETOWN: The Caribbean island nation of 
Barbados has sever centuries-old ties to the British 
monarchy, ditching Queen Elizabeth II as head of state 
and declaring itself the world’s newest republic. The 
Royal Standard flag that represents the queen will be 
lowered in the capital Bridgetown and - at midnight - 
the current governor-general, Dame Sandra Mason, 
will be inaugurated as the first president. 

Prince Charles, heir to the British throne, will attend 
the “Pride of Nationhood” ceremony, which is set to 
include military parades, a mounted guard of honor, 
gun salutes, dances and fireworks. The new era for 
Barbados has fueled debate among the population of 
285,000 over colonialism and Britain’s centuries of 
influence, including more than 200 years of slavery 
until 1834. 

And Prince Charles’ visit was clouded at the last 
minute by another race row over alleged comments 
about his grandson. Charles’ youngest son Prince 
Harry and his wife Meghan - who has a black mother 
and a white father - have said an unnamed royal asked 
how dark their unborn first child’s skin would be. After 
a new book reportedly claimed that Charles was 
responsible, his spokesman said that “this is fiction and 
not worth further comment.” 

 
Colonialism and slavery 

Barbados, famous for its idyllic beaches, love of 

cricket and as the birthplace of singer Rihanna - 
who will attend the evening’s fanfare - won inde-
pendence from Britain in 1966. In October, it elected 
Mason to become its first president, one year after 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley declared the country 
would “fully” leave behind its colonial past. “I 
remember in the old days 
we would be really excited 
about the Queen and 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana and royal weddings,” 
Anastasia Smith, a 61-year-
old nurse, told AFP. 

“But I don’t know if we 
ever quite saw them as our 
royal family. Now, every-
body is talking about a 
republic. I’m not sure that 
anything about my life is 
going to change. But I think we’re doing the right 
thing and it’s a proud moment for Barbados.” British 
officials said Charles would use his speech in 
Barbados to stress continuing ties between the two 
countries, including through the Commonwealth 
group of nations. 

But local criticism has focused on Mottley invit-
ing Charles to be the guest of honor, and to award 
him the Order of Freedom of Barbados, the highest 

national honor. For young activists such as 
Firhaana Bulbulia, founder of the Barbados Muslim 
Association, British colonialism and slavery lie 
behind the island’s modern inequalities. “The 
wealth gap, the ability to own land, and even 
access to loans from banks all have a lot to do with 

structures built out of 
being ruled by Britain,” 
Bulbulia, 26, said. 

 
Relying on tourism 
Some Barbadians 

argue there are more 
pressing national issues 
than replacing the 
queen, including eco-
nomic turmoil caused by 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic that has exposed 

overreliance on tourism — which, ironically, is 
dependent on British visitors. “I know it is something 
that we were going towards for a very long time, but 
I think it came at a time which is not necessarily the 
best time considering our economic situation and 
the COVID situation,” said 27-year-old office man-
ager Nikita Stuart.  

Eerie calm in usually bustling Bridgetown, paltry 
numbers at popular tourist spots and a dead 

nightlife scene all point to a country struggling 
after years of relative prosperity. Unemployment is 
at nearly 16 percent, up from nine percent in recent 
years, and the country has just eased a longstand-
ing COVID-19 curfew, pushing it back from 9:00 
pm to midnight. 

For the occasion, however, it has been suspended 
temporarily to allow Barbadians to enjoy the festivi-
ties, which are to include projections at various 
points across the country and large fireworks dis-
plays when the transition becomes official. Buoyed 
by Black Lives Matter movements across the world, 
local activists last year successfully advocated for 
the removal of a statue of the British Admiral Lord 
Horatio Nelson that stood in National Heroes Square 
for two centuries. 

And the end of the queen’s reign is seen by some 
as a necessary step towards financial reparations to 
address the historic consequences of the use of 
slaves brought from Africa to work on sugar planta-
tions. For many Barbadians, replacing the British 
queen is just catching up with how the nation has 
felt for many years. “The symbolism of being able to 
aspire to become head of state is so powerful,” 
Mottley said last week. “Our president-elect, who 
will be sworn in on Monday night... is the person 
who will bring immense pride to every Barbadian 
boy and girl.” — AFP 
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TEHRAN: Iran’s president has assured his French 
counterpart that his government is serious about 
resumed talks on reviving a 2015 nuclear deal but 
stressed that lifting US sanctions is the absolute priori-
ty. President Ebrahim Raisi’s comments in a phone call 
with Emmanuel Macron on Monday evening were his 
first after the reopening of the talks in Vienna earlier in 
the day. 

Raisi said that Washington has a special responsibil-
ity to rebuild confidence in the agreement as it was 
then US president Donald Trump who had brought it 
to its knees in 2018 by pulling out and reimposing 
sweeping sanctions. “Those who have started to violate 
the nuclear deal must gain the confidence of the other 
party for the negotiations to proceed in a real and 
fruitful manner,” he said. Raisi said Iran was serious 
about the talks on reviving the agreement known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and 
expected its negotiating partners to be so too. 

“Sending a full team to the talks shows Iran’s serious 

will in these talks,” he 
said. “If the Americans 
lift the sanctions and 
the Europeans honor 
their commitments... 
Iran will meet its obli-
gations too.” Raisi 
said Iran stood ready 
to resume “full coop-
eration” with the UN 
nuclear watchdog, 
which was tasked with 
monitoring Iran’s 
implementation of the 
strict limits on its 
nuclear activities it agreed to in 2015 in return for the 
lifting of international sanctions. 

A statement issued by the French presidency after 
the phone call said that France’s goal in the talks was to 
“see Iran return to full respect for all of its commit-
ments under the JCPOA and that the United States 
return to the agreement”. Macron “underscored the 
need for Iran to engage constructively in this direction 
so that the exchanges allow a swift return to the agree-
ment,” it said. “Iran must return without delay to com-
pliance with all its commitments and obligations... and 
quickly resume cooperation that allows the (UN atom-
ic) agency to fully carry out its mission.” — AFP 

Ending sanctions  
is key to Vienna  
talks: Iran’s Raisi

Iran’s chief nuclear nego-
tiator Ali Bagheri Kani. 

THE HAGUE: Dutch health authorities said yester-
day that the new COVID-19 variant was already 
present in the Netherlands a week before a cluster 
of cases on two flights from South Africa. The 
Omicron cases were discovered on November 19 
and 23 and authorities are checking whether they 
had links to southern Africa, and how far the new 
strain has spread. 

The Netherlands joins other European countries 
including Belgium and Germany that have reported 
cases of the new strain before it was officially noti-
fied by South Africa to the World Health 
Organization on November 24. The Dutch RIVM 
National Institute for Public Health and the 
Environment said it “has found the corona variant 
Omicron in two test samples that had already been 
taken in the Netherlands... on November 19 and 23”. 

The first cases in the Netherlands were previ-
ously believed to be the 14 Omicron infections on 
two KLM flights from South Africa that arrived 

in Amsterdam on Friday, November 26. “It is not 
yet clear whether the people concerned (in the 
earlier cases) have also been to southern Africa,” 
the RIVM said. It said the people had been 
informed that they had the Omicron strain and 
municipal health services had now started con-
tact investigations. 

“In the coming period, various studies will be 
conducted into the distribution of the Omicron vari-
ant in the Netherlands,” the institute said, adding 
that it would re-examine more samples from previ-
ous tests. With 16 confirmed cases the Netherlands 
has one of the highest numbers in Europe of the 
new strain. The airline passengers with Omicron, 
who were among 61 travelers on the two South 
Africa flights that tested positive for COVID, are 
currently in quarantine. 

The Dutch case will increase concern about how 
far the variant had already spread in Europe before 
many countries brought in travel bans on southern 
African nations. Belgium, the first European country 
to report the presence of the new variant, has said 
that a case tested positive on November 22, and had 
developed symptoms 11 days after travelling to 
Egypt via Turkey. Germany has meanwhile said that 
a person who tested positive for the variant had 
arrived at Frankfurt international airport on 
November 21. — AFP  
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