
Australian 
parliament staff 
sexually harassed
SYDNEY: Sexual harassment and bullying
are widespread in Australia’s parliament,
affecting both lawmakers and staff, a high-
profile inquiry into the institution’s “sexist
culture” has found.

After a seven-month investigation, a gov-
ernment-backed report yesterday said one in
three people currently working at parliament
“have experienced some form of sexual
harassment while working there”.

That included 63 percent of the country’s
female parliamentarians.

“Aspiring male politicians who thought
nothing of, in one case, picking you up, kiss-
ing you on the lips, lifting you up, touching
you, pats on the bottom, comments about
appearance, you know, the usual... the cul-
ture allowed it,” said one of the report’s
1,700 interviewees.

The report made 28 recommendations,
including a formal statement of acknowl-
edgement by political leaders, targets to
increase gender diversity and “a proactive
focus on safety and wellbeing”.

It was launched amid widespread outrage
at the alleged rape of parliamentary staffer
Brittany Higgins inside a minister’s office,
after a night out with conservative Liberal
Party colleagues.

Her allegations which are still before the
court-fuelled nationwide demonstrations and
demands for reform. Higgins yesterday wel-
comed the report and thanked “the many
brave people who shared their stories which
contributed to this review”.

“I hope all sides of politics not only com-
mit to but implement these recommendations
in full,” she said in a statement sent via the
Australian National University, where she is
now a visiting fellow.

Greens’ Senator Sarah Hanson-Young
described the report as a “damning expose
of the sexist culture and harassment in poli-
t ics”. “The statist ics and comments are
shocking, but for many women here they are
not surprising and ring true to our own
experiences,” she said. —AFP

RIGA: The United States yesterday warned Russia
of “serious consequences” if it launches an invasion
of Ukraine, as NATO ministers looked to counter a
military build-up by Moscow on its neighbour’s
border. The long-scheduled meeting of NATO top
diplomats in Latvia’s capital Riga comes at a volatile
moment along the bloc’s eastern flank as allies also
grapple with a migrant crisis the West says is
fuelled by Kremlin-backed Belarus.

Western countries spearheaded by the United
States worry that Moscow
could be planning an
incursion into Ukraine
after accusing the Kremlin
of massing tens of thou-
sands of troops and heavy
armour close to the fron-
tier. “Any escalatory
actions by Russia would
be of great concern to the
United States.. .and any
renewed aggression would
trigger serious conse-
quences,” US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
told journalists ahead of the meeting. “We have seen
Russia’s playbook many times over.”

Moscow, which seized Crimea from Ukraine in
2014 and backs separatists fighting Kiev, has
strongly denied it is plotting an attack and blames
NATO for fuelling tensions. NATO diplomats say
the bloc remains uncertain of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s intentions-but ministers will discuss
contingency plans should Russia invade.

The US-led alliance is looking to show the Kremlin

it faces severe costs if it threatens Ukraine, while
stopping short of provoking Moscow into further
aggression. Officials expect talks on additional sup-
port for Ukraine’s military and potentially strengthen-
ing NATO forces arrayed along its eastern wing.

But they point out that NATO-aspirant Ukraine-
which will have its foreign minister arriving for day
two of the meeting today-is not covered by the
alliance’s collective defence pact. NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg called on Russia to “show

transparency, reduce ten-
sions and de-escalate.”
“This military build-up is
unprovoked and unex-
plained. It raises tensions
and risks miscalculation,”
NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg said in Latvia
Sunday.

‘Hybrid attack’ 
The growing fears

around Ukraine come as
NATO members Poland, Lithuania and Latvia have
faced another threat coming from the east that will
be high on the agenda in Riga. They accuse
Moscow’s ally Belarus of funnelling thousands of
mainly Middle Eastern migrants to their borders in a
“hybrid attack” as retribution for EU sanctions
against Minsk.

President Alexander Lukashenko rejects the
claim. NATO has expressed “solidarity” with its
eastern members, but has largely been left on the
sidelines as the threat level floats in a grey zone just

short of actual aggression.
Poland’s President Andrzej Duda mooted

increasing NATO force numbers deployed on its
eastern flanks at a meeting with Stoltenberg last
week. But a move to trigger emergency consulta-
tions under article 4 of the alliance’s founding treaty
appears to have been put on hold for now.

Speaking on a joint tour of the Baltics on Sunday,
Stoltenberg and EU chief Ursula von der Leyen

pledged to step up cooperation against such chal-
lenges. Border tensions have eased slightly as some
migrants have begun returning to Iraq, but Warsaw
and Vilnius insist the crisis is far from over. “There
can be no doubt that Lukashenko’s regime and the
forces that support it will continue to test the
Western world’s unity and their ability to react,”
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda warned last
week. —AFP
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RIGA: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (c) poses with the participants of the NATO foreign minis-
ters’ meeting in Riga, Latvia yesterday. NATO foreign ministers meet in the Latvian capital to discuss how
to counter a Russian military build-up on Ukraine’s border amid fears the Kremlin could be preparing to
invade. —AFP

Duterte’s chosen 
successor exits 
presidential race
MANILA:  Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte’s
chosen successor yesterday announced his with-
drawal from the 2022 presidential race, saying it
was “not yet my time”. Senator Christopher Go, a
close aide to the president, entered the contest for
the country’s highest office two days before the
November 15 deadline, after previously registering
for the vice presidential race.

His sudden exit narrows the field of candidates
vying to replace Duterte, who is constitutionally
barred from seeking a second six-year term. He is
running for the Senate. “My family doesn’t want it
either so I thought maybe this is not yet my time,”
Go told reporters.

Go said his decision to withdraw was also to
avoid causing “more problems” for Duterte, who he
professed to love “more than as a father”. “I remain
loyal to him and I promise to be with him forever,”
Go said. “In the past few days I realised that my
heart and my mind are contradicting my own
actions.”

Most analysts had given Go little chance of suc-
cess in the May election, though he was the most
likely candidate to protect Duterte from criminal
charges in the Philippines, and an International
Criminal Court investigation into his deadly drug
war. “From the very start he has launched a luke-
warm campaign and it’s very obvious that he was
just thrust into that job by President Duterte,” said
Jean Franco, a political science professor at the
University of the Philippines.

The son and namesake of former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos has a commanding lead in the
race, according to a recent survey by respected
polling outfit Social Weather Stations. Marcos Jr
was followed by incumbent vice president and
Duterte critic Leni Robredo, celebrity mayor
Francisco Domagoso and boxing great Manny
Pacquiao.

Duterte has been an ally of the controversial
Marcos family, which had gone into exile in the
United States after the patriarch’s humiliating
downfall in 1986. But recently Duterte has been
publicly critical of Marcos Jr, describing him as a
“weak leader... saddled with baggage”.

Sara Duterte, his daughter, had been widely
expected to run for president. But she has filed her
candidacy for vice president, a position which
holds very little power, and formed an alliance with
Marcos Jr. Go’s exit from the “tight election race”

could strengthen the “political force” of Marcos Jr
and Sara, said Franco.

But she doubted that Duterte would endorse
Marcos Jr for his job. Go’s decision also comes
after a tumultuous week when many of the leading
presidential and vice-presidential candidates took
drug tests after Duterte accused an unnamed can-
didate of snorting cocaine.  —AFP

MANILA: File photo shows supporters of Philippine
senator and presidential candidate Bong Go (pictured
on placards) hold a rally in front of the commission on
elections office in Manila, on the final day for candi-
dates to file for the presidential and vice presidential
races in 2022. —AFP

Myanmar delays 
verdict in Suu Kyi 
incitement trial 
NAYPYIDAW: A Myanmar junta court yester-
day postponed giving a verdict in the incitement
trial of deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, the first judgement from her many cases
that could see her jailed for decades.

The Nobel laureate has been detained since
the generals ousted her government in the early
hours of February 1, ending the Southeast Asian
country’s brief democratic interlude. More than
1,200 people have been killed and over 10,000
arrested in a crackdown on dissent, according
to a local monitoring group.

The court, which had been due to rule on her
trial for incitement against the military-a charge
that carries a three-year prison term-adjourned
the verdict “until December 6,” said a source
with knowledge of the case.

Journalists have been barred from proceed-
ings in the special court in the military-built
capital Naypyidaw and Suu Kyi’s lawyers were

recently banned from speaking to the media.
There was a heavy security presence on the
streets leading to the special court in the capital
Naypyidaw yesterday morning, an AFP corre-
spondent said. The courtroom will remain off-
l imits  to reporters for the verdict , junta
spokesman Zaw Min Tun recently told AFP.

Catalogue of charges 
Days after the coup Suu Kyi was hit with

obscure charges for possessing unlicensed
walkie-talkies, and for violating coronavirus
restr ict ions during elections her National
League for Democracy (NLD) won in 2020.

The junta has since added a slew of other
indictments, including violating the official
secrets act, corruption and electoral fraud. Suu
Kyi’s long spells of house arrest under a previ-
ous junta were spent at her family’s colonial-era
mansion in Yangon, where she would appear
before thousands gathered on the other side of
her garden fence.

Min Aung Hlaing’s regime has confined her to
an undisclosed location in the capital, with her
link to the outside world limited to brief pre-tri-
al meetings with her lawyers. In recent weeks,
the trials of other ranking members of Suu Kyi’s
National League for Democracy have wrapped

up, with the junta doling out harsh sentences.
A former chief minister was sentenced to 75

years in jail earlier this month, while a close Suu
Kyi aide was jailed for 20. The military, which
has dominated life in Myanmar for decades, has
defended its power grab, citing fraud allegations
in last year’s general election, which Suu Kyi’s
party won comfortably. International pressure
on the junta to restore democracy swiftly has
shown no sign of knocking the generals off
course. —AFP
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unprovoked 
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Uganda strikes at 
rebels following 
suicide blasts 
BENI, DR Congo: Uganda yesterday launched air
strikes and artillery attacks against the Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF) rebel group in eastern DR
Congo, both countries said, following deadly attacks in
the Ugandan capital Kampala.

“As announced, targeted and concerted action with
the Ugandan army started today with air strikes and
artillery fire from Uganda against positions of the ter-
rorist ADF in the DRC,” Congolese government
spokesman and Communications Minister Patrick
Muyaya wrote on Twitter.

At almost the same time, a spokesman for the
Ugandan armed forces tweeted: “This morning, we
have launched joint air and artillery strikes against ADF

camps with our Congolese allies.” Early yesterday, wit-
ness accounts reaching Beni, the chief town in the bor-
der province of North Kivu, reported heavy artillery
fire in the Watalinga sector, causing panic at the nearby
frontier post of Kamango.

The strikes came two days after a senior Congolese
source reported that President Felix Tshisekedi had
given Uganda permission to pursue the ADF on DR
Congo soil. Linked by the United States to the Islamic
State group, the ADF is deeply feared in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo.

The DRC’s Catholic Church says the ADF has killed
around 6,000 civilians since 2013 while a respected
monitor, the Kivu Security Tracker (KST), blames it for
more than 1,200 deaths in North Kivu’s Beni area alone
since 2017. The Ugandan authorities have recently
accused the ADF or a local group affiliated with it of
carrying out or planning attacks.

IS-linked 
The ADF was historically a Ugandan rebel coalition

whose biggest group comprised Muslims opposed to

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni. The group estab-
lished itself in eastern DRC in 1995, becoming the
deadliest of scores of outlawed forces in the troubled
region. It has been blamed for thousands of killings in
North Kivu province, especially in the Beni area. Since
April 2019, some ADF attacks have been claimed by IS,
which describes the group as its Islamic State Central
Africa Province offshoot. In March, the United States
placed the ADF on its list of “terrorist” organisations
linked to the IS.

Ugandan attacks 
On November 16, four people were killed and 33

were injured in twin suicide bombings in Kampala,
which police attributed to a “domestic terror group”
linked to the ADF. The blasts, claimed by IS, came on
the heels of a bomb attack at a roadside eatery on
October 23 that killed one woman, and a suicide blast
on a bus near Kampala on October 25 that wounded
several people.

In late October, the Ugandan police said they had
arrested suspected ADF members, who they believed

were plotting a new attack on “major installations”.
Uganda has also blamed the ADF for a foiled bomb
attack in August on the funeral of an army commander
who led a major offensive against Al-Shabaab militants
in Somalia.

Three men were charged with terrorism on
November 5 in relation to that incident. A presidential
advisor in Kinshasa told AFP on Sunday that the DRC
would allow armed forces from Uganda to “enter
Congolese territory to chase ADF terrorists.”

The move is not universally supported in the DRC,
where many critics recall the role of Uganda and
Rwanda in the decades-long instability in the east of
the country. On Monday, Muyaya told journalists that
there were “no Ugandan troops” in the DRC, but “tar-
geted and concerted actions... (were) envisaged with
the Ugandan army to fight the ADF terrorists, our com-
mon enemy.”

The eastern DRC provinces of North Kivu and Ituri
have been under a “state of siege” since May in a bid to
step up a military offensive against the rebels, with sol-
diers replacing civil servants in key positions.  —AFP
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