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Al-Khalifah wins
ABK’s weekly draw 
prize of KD 10,000 
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
announced Abdulrahman Fahad Al-Khalifah as
the winner of KD10,000 in the Alfouz weekly
draw. The draw was held under the supervision
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and
announced live on Q8 Pulse Station FM88.8 on
Monday (29th November 2021).

The Alfouz draw account offers ABK cus-
tomers the chance to win life-changing rewards.
With Alfouz, ABK customers will get a chance
to win KD 10,000 in Kuwait’s highest single
weekly draw and the ultimate grand prize of KD
5,000 monthly additional income for 10 years.
Both new and existing ABK customers can ben-
efit from this opportunity, with a minimum
account balance of KD 100 only.

The next draw winner announcement will be
on 6th December 2021.

SINGRAULI, India: Thick grey dust hangs in the air
and vast chasms are gouged into the land in the
Indian coal hub of Singrauli, where giant machines
scoop up dirty fuel to power the country’s growth
while worsening its pollution blight.

The open-cast mines of Singrauli epitomize the
economic and environmental dilemma faced by the
world’s second-most populous nation, which led the
opposition to phasing out coal at this month’s
COP26 climate summit in Glasgow. India’s resist-
ance on the issue is driven by its desire to distribute
the benefits of development more widely among its
1.3 billion people, some of whom still have no access
to electricity.

But it comes at a heavy price. In Singrauli, home
to more than a dozen mines and coal-fired power
stations, dark soot covers trees, houses, cars and
even cows. In scenes reminiscent of a dystopian
movie, sticky sludge lines the roads, while trucks,
trains and ropeway cars carry huge mounds of coal
and spill black dust on passers-by.

Residents have little choice but to breathe in the
acrid air that stings the eyes and throats. “Our air,
water and in fact the entire environment is heavily
polluted. Even the cows look like buffaloes here,”
said Sanjay Namdev, a labor union activist, as
cranes and dumpers whirred behind him at a
sprawling coal yard.

“But forget phasing out, you cannot even phase
down coal in a country like India,” he said. “Millions
of people depend on coal for cheap electricity and I
don’t see that stopping ever.”

A/C and fridges 
As Asia’s third-biggest economy grows, its

hunger for coal is mounting, with aspirational mid-
dle classes needing electricity to run their air condi-
tioners and refrigerators. Coal consumption in India
has already doubled in the last decade-only China
burns more-and the fuel powers 70 percent of the
country’s electricity grid. With international pres-
sure mounting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi last
month announced India would aim to be carbon-
neutral only by 2070 — a decade after China and
20 years after the world’s other big emitters. The
government argues that although the country is the
world’s third-largest emitter in total, its per capita

emissions are far lower than the American average.
Around 30,000 people are employed in the

Singrauli mines, with thousands more working as
casual laborers, and fear they have no future with-
out coal, even as climate change brings them hotter
summers and heavy unseasonal rains. “You can see
how bad the pollution situation is here. I know it is
bad for my health but what will I do if the coal
mines shut down? How will I feed my children?”
said mineworker Vinod Kumar, whose haggard
looks belied his 31 years.

Northern Coalfields, a state-run mining firm,
owns over 80 percent of the coal assets in Singrauli,
producing 130 million tons of the fuel annually, and
says it is trying to make its operations less polluting.
“We want to make coal dispatch completely eco-
friendly,” said company spokesman Ram Vijay
Singh. “We also hold free camps every year to

screen health problems among the locals.”
But activists say such piecemeal measures serve

no real purpose. “There are some machines and
techniques that can cut down the pollution but the
companies are not serious about these,” said
Namdev. “There are so many anti-pollution guide-
lines but these are flouted with impunity. All they
are concerned about is making quick profits.”

Begging for jobs 
Across India, more than 13 million people are

employed in coal mining and related sectors,
according to Harjeet Singh of the Fossil Fuel Non-
proliferation Treaty Initiative, a campaign group.
“An abrupt coal phase-out in India may lead to eco-
nomic disruption,” he said. “In a country where a
large population depends on coal for their income
and energy, we must ensure social justice in the shift

towards a fossil fuel-free future.”
And for some Singrauli residents, their biggest

complaint is that they are not profiting from the
environmental carnage around them. Casual laborer
and part-time liquor distiller Uma Devi, 50, lives in a
thatched mud house on the edge of a coal mine
owned by Reliance, an Indian conglomerate headed
by Asia’s richest man Mukesh Ambani. “We have
been begging them to give us jobs for two years but
they don’t listen to us,” she said. “They have
brought people from outside to work for them.

“Each time blasting happens, it shatters our
eardrums. The government is making money off
them but we are getting nothing in return except
the pollution.” She cannot afford the 900-rupee
($12) cost of a gas cylinder, so every day she
cooks her family’s food on a fire made with scav-
enged coal. —AFP

Open-cast mines epitomize India’s economic and environmental dilemma

Purity or power: India’s coal quandary

In this file photo taken on November 18, 2021, a general view of an open cast coal mining area is pictured at
Singrauli in India’s Madhya Pradesh state. —AFP photos

FRANKFURT: Soaring energy prices
took eurozone inflation to its highest
rate on record in November, official
data showed yesterday, challenging
the European Central Bank’s resist-
ance to tightening monetary policy
earlier than planned. Consumer
prices rose by 4.9 percent this
month, up from 4.1 percent the previ-
ous month, the highest reading since
the official statistics agency Eurostat
began compiling the data more than
20 years ago.

The figure is more than double
the ECB’s target of two percent.
Inflation has soared worldwide as
demand and economies have
bounced back from coronavirus
lockdowns, and the emergence of the
Omicron variant has created new
uncertainties.

Higher cost-of-living is being
experienced across the eurozone,
putting pressure on the ECB to scale
back stimulus and consider raising
interest rates earlier than planned.
But the Frankfurt-based institution
has so far insisted that the accelera-
tion in inflation in the 19-nation zone
is transitory, and is wary of acting
too soon and potentially stifling the
pandemic recovery.

Its next policy meeting is on
December 16. High demand after the
easing of coronavirus restrictions
has pushed up energy prices and led
to shortages of key materials and
labor around the world.

“If we tightened monetary policy
now, that would not add a single con-
tainer ship or truck driver,” ECB chief
Christine Lagarde said in an inter-
view with Germany’s Sueddeutsche
newspaper published Monday. The
current supply chain woes and short-
ages will ease over time, she said,
with the ECB estimating that inflation
will start to fall back next year.

A member of the ECB’s executive
board, Isabel Schnabel, had predict-
ed earlier in November that inflation
would hit its highest level this month
since the euro was introduced in
1999. The pace of price rises would
then slow over the course of the
coming year, Schnabel said.

Omicron’s potential impact 
Inflation has gone up every month

in the euro area since June. Natural
gas and oil prices have pushed up
inflation around the world, with ener-
gy logging an annual rate of 27.4
percent in November in the eurozone

compared to 23.7 percent in October.
Services, industrial goods, and food,
alcohol and tobacco also ticked up,
all above two percent. Core inflation,
which strips out energy and other
items, stood at 2.6 percent in
November, up from two percent the
previous month.

“November’s inflation data were
yet another surprise on the upside,”

Jack Allen-Reynolds, senior Europe
economists at Capital Economics,
said in a note. “The Omicron variant
has increased the level of uncertainty
even further, but for now we suspect
that it will have a fairly small impact
on inflation,” he added. “Still, head-
line inflation looks set to remain
above target until at least the end of
next year.” —AFP

Soaring energy prices took eurozone inflation to its highest rate on record in
November, official data showed yesterday.

Promotion at all 
Grand Hyper 
branches in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Grand Hyper, the largest hypermarket
chain in Kuwait, has announced ‘11th anniversary
promotion’ from 24th November to 7th December
2021 for the benefit of its customers. This much
hyped and awaited promotion from Grand Hyper
is announced every year and is well received by
its customers. Grand Hypermarket is the best des-
tination for shopping to all kinds of shoppers as

products from around the world at much afford-
able prices are showcased for sale. The anniver-
sary sale according to sources from Grand Hyper
encompasses discounted sale promotion across all
category of products ranging from fresh fruits and
vegetables to fashion and footwear.

Grand Hypermarket is the retail division of
Regency Group. It has been on an aggressive
expansion drive since its inception. It is mainly
because of the overwhelming customer accept-
ance and love the retail chain received over the
years. “This factor along with the support of the
customers and prayers have given us the courage
to expand more. The group is targeting to reach
50 outlets milestone by the end of 2022,” said
Regional Director Ayyoob Kacheri, during the

inaugural press conference of the newly-opened
store of Grand Hyper at Shuwaikh.

A child plays next to the burning coal kept for domes-
tic use at Singrauli in India’s Madhya Pradesh state.

KUWAIT: The Royal Thai Embassy and Kuwait Airways celebrated the resumption of flights to Bangkok on Monday (29 Nov) with full passengers on board.  The flights
to Bangkok were suspended for a year during the pandemic. It is good time now to visit Thailand for tourism and medical tourism.

S Africa sets new 
unemployment 
record of 34.9%
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s unemployment
rate rose again in the third quarter of 2021 to set a
new record of 34.9 percent, the government statis-
tics office StatSA announced yesterday.

“The number of employed persons decreased by
660,000 in the third quarter of 2021 to 14.3 million”
out of a total population of 59 million, StatSA said
in a statement. The official unemployment rate had
stood at 34.4 percent for the previous quarter.

The report noted that 37.3 percent of women are
unemployed compared with 32.9 percent for men.
Black women are 41.5 percent unemployed com-
pared with 9.9 percent of white women. All sectors
of the economy saw job losses between the second
and third quarters of 2021, except the finance sec-
tor, StatSA’s report said. South Africa, the conti-
nent’s most industrialized economy and hit the
hardest by COVID, was already in recession when
the pandemic hit in March 2020. —AFP

Eurozone inflation soars 
to highest rate on record

UK firms fined 
for late delivery 
of cable project
LONDON: British energy regulator Ofgem yes-
terday fined two British electricity firms £158
million ($210 million, 185 million euros) over a
delay in  del iver ing a major  cable project .
National  Grid Electr icity Transmission and
Scottish Power Transmission accepted the fine
handed down for  a  two-year delay on the
Western Link scheme to transport electricity
across Scotland, Wales and England via an
undersea cable. —AFP


