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African fashion designers on Monday paid
tribute to American star designer Virgil
Abloh for helping “open the door” and allow-

ing them to be seen and heard in the global indus-
try. Artistic director for Louis Vuitton men’s collec-
tions, Abloh, whose family was from Ghana, died on
Sunday of cancer aged 41, after becoming the first
major black designer to be recognized in an indus-
try often criticized for its lack of diversity.

“Thank you Virgil for your bravery and talent,
which disrupted and allowed so many people to be
seen and heard. You held open the door, we’ll never
forget you,” South African designer Thebe Magugu,
the first African winner of the LVMH prize in 2019,
wrote on Instagram. Abloh’s partnership with Kanye
West took him from Chicago’s skate and DJ culture
to the heights of the fashion world, first with his
own red-hot label Off-White, and then into the lux-
ury industry in Paris.

His cancer diagnosis came just a year after he
was appointed as head of menswear for Louis
Vuitton, becoming the first black person to take an
artistic director role at a top French fashion house.
Though born in the United States, Abloh has never
forgotten his Ghanaian roots: in January 2021, the
designer brought Kente, a traditional fabric worn in
Ghana during major ceremonies, to the catwalks of
Louis Vuitton. “It is a huge loss for world fashion, all
the more shocking because it was unexpected,” said
Cameroonian designer Imane Ayissi, who in 2020
joined the closed circle of fashion houses during
haute couture week in Paris. “He remains a model
for part of the population by proving that it is pos-
sible to creatively and successfully manage one of
the very top luxury houses, whatever one’s origin
and one’s skin color.”

African streetwear 
Nigerian designer Bubu Ogisi told AFP that as

many Africans in the diaspora are taken away from
their culture while growing up, fashion was one of the
ways Abloh used to pay tribute. Abloh also had a
strong influence on streetwear brands in Africa, said
Ogisi, director of the Iamisigo brand, whose creations
showcase fabrics and techniques from the continent.
“A lot of friends who have street brands in Nigeria
and in Ghana have taken references from Off-White,”
he said, referring to Abloh’s luxury streetwear brand.

“Gone too soon, thanks for supporting African
skaters,” trendy Nigerian skate clothing brand
Wafflesncream posted on Instagram on Monday. A
fan of hip-hop and urban culture, Abloh helped
finance a skatepark in Ghana’s capital Accra. He had
also worked with UNICEF to promote education and
entrepreneurship in the West African country.

Throughout his career, the designer strove for

more inclusiveness in the fashion industry. In 2017, he
confided during a conference at Harvard University
that he found it difficult to see himself as a designer as
designers did not look like him. His career give hope
to many black creators, in the West and on the African
continent. “A few black people in the world have risen

above and really pioneered a shapeshifting idea that
anyone can be anything and Virgil has been that guy
from day one,” said Adedayo Laketu, a young
Nigerian designer who founded the couture brand
Pith Africa. “I want to do a billion more and go harder
cause he has shown and told me it’s possible.”—AFP
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From the world’s tallest building to the deepest
diving pool, the United Arab Emirates, which
turns 50 on Thursday, has a love of setting

records. Here are five of the wealthy Gulf state’s
record-breaking feats:

Tallest building 
Dubai is the glitziest of the UAE’s seven emirates

and its shining achievement is the needle-shaped
Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest building. The 828-
metre (2,717-feet) skyscraper, in glistening glass
and steel, opened in the downtown area in 2010.
Known as Burj Dubai before its inauguration, it was
renamed Burj Khalifa in honor of UAE’s President
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan.

Biggest Ferris wheel 
The world’s largest Ferris wheel, Ain Dubai,

opened in October 2021. At 250 meters (820 feet)
from the ground to the top of its rim, Ain Dubai
(“Dubai Eye”) towers above the Bluewaters artificial
island. Each of its 48 carriages can hold 40 people,
and it takes 38 minutes to complete a full rotation.

Longest zipline 
Dubai is not the only emirate with record-break-

ing structures, with Ras Al-Khaimah boasting the
world’s longest zipline. Jebel Jais Flight, which
opened in January 2018, spans 2,831.88 meters
(9,290 feet). Riders can reach speeds up to 150
kilometers (93 miles) per hour as they zip through
the Hajar mountain range.

Deepest diving pool 
Dubai added to its list of records in June when it

opened the world’s deepest swimming pool for diving.
Deep Dive Dubai, an indoor facility for scuba diving,
plumbs 60 meters (196 feet). Divers can explore a mock
sunken city, play chess and navigate through caves.

Fastest, highest, longest:
Five records set by UAE
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Fastest rollercoaster 
Abu Dhabi, the UAE capital, also has its share

of records including the world’s fastest roller-
coaster. Formula Rossa, which simulates driving a

Formula One car at a speed of up to 240 kilome-
ters (150 miles) an hour, is located at the Ferrari
World theme park and opened in November
2010. —AFP

New York’s Empire State Building
lit up in the French national col-
ors on Monday evening to honor

Josephine Baker, on the eve of the US-
born singer, dancer and rights activist’s
entrance to the Pantheon in Paris. Baker
will become the first Black woman to be
honored in the mausoleum, the final rest-
ing place of leading figures in the history
of France. “Tonight... we glow blue, white,
and red in celebration of entertainer and
civil rights icon Josephine
Baker,” the 102-storey art
deco skyscraper’s Twitter
account posted. As night fell,
the building’s tricolor top and
spire gleamed among
Manhattan’s city lights, whilst
on the 86th floor viewing
deck, an event to celebrate
Baker took place.

French basketball player
Evan Fournier, who plays for
the New York Knicks, paid
tribute to the “courage” of a
woman who was a heroine of
the French World War II
Resistance and a seasoned
anti-racist activist. “When
you look at what happened
last year or two years ago,
she was ahead of the curve in
her time,” he said, referencing
massive protests that rocked
the United States after the
murder of 46-year-old Black
man George Floyd. Also at
the event were “Emily in

Paris” actor William Abadie and France’s
New York consul Jeremie Robert. One of
Baker’s 12 adopted children, Jari
Bouillon-Baker, 68, was also present to
pay tribute to his mother.

Born Freda Josephine McDonald into
extreme poverty in Missouri in 1906,
Baker left school at 13. After trying her
luck in New York, she managed to land
herself a place in one of the first all-Black
musicals on Broadway in 1921. However,

like many Black American
artists at the time, she moved
to France to escape racial
segregation. On visits back to
the United States, Baker suf-
fered the segregation rife
against Black people at the
time, with many New York
hotels turning her away in
1948. In 1951 she forced the
posh Miami nightclub Copa
City to open its doors to
African Americans after
refusing to perform if Black
people were barred.

In New York, the restaurant
Chez Josephine was founded
by the man considered to be
her 13th adopted child, Jean-
Claude Baker. Baker took
French nationality in 1937.
Nearly half a century after her
death, on Tuesday a coffin con-
taining earth from four places
Baker lived will be placed in a
tomb assigned to her in the
Pantheon’s crypt. —AFP

David Dalaithngu, the
Indigenous Australian actor
who mesmerized audiences in

his breakout movie “Walkabout” and
was hailed as one of the country’s
greatest artists, has died at the age of
68, four years after being diagnosed
with lung cancer. Dalaithngu, who was
from the Mandhalpingu clan of the
Yolngu people and was raised in
Arnhem Land in Australia’s Northern
Territory, won international accolades
for his piercing performances. After
his first film “Walkabout” (1971), his
career spanned five decades and took
in works from “Storm Boy” (1976) to
“Rabbit-Proof Fence” (2002), “The
Tracker” (2002), and “Charlie’s
Country” (2013), for which he won
Cannes’ “Un Certain Regard” award
for best actor.

He was probably most widely
known for his role in “Crocodile
Dundee” (1986), shortly after which he
received the Order of Australia and was
named in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
List. The actor and Aboriginal dancer
spent his final years in Murray Bridge,
South Australia because of ill health. “It
is with deep sadness that I share with
the people of South Australia the pass-
ing of an iconic, once-in-a-generation
artist who shaped the history of
Australian film and Aboriginal repre-
sentation on screen,” South Australia
Premier Steven Marshall said in a
statement Tuesday.

‘Mirror to the soul’ 
“He was a brother, son, friend,

father, grandfather and husband. An
actor, dancer, singer and painter, he
was also one of the greatest artists
Australia has ever seen,” he said. “My

thoughts are with his family, and his
dear friend and carer Mary Hood.”
The actor’s family asked for him to be
referred to only as David Dalaithngu,
rather than his full name, in line with
Indigenous custom for those who have
recently died. Most Australian media

including national broadcaster ABC
respected the wish. Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said Dalaithngu was a
“mirror to the soul of Australia”.

“On stage, television and the big
screen, David shone and reflected

something massive... of the 60,000-
year history of indigenous people of
this country back to ourselves,” he
told parliament. Hugh Jackman, who
co-starred with Dalaithngu in
“Australia” (2008), said on Instagram:
“From his cheeky laugh, to that mis-

chievous glint in his eye and effortless
ease in front of the camera ... His
humanity is irreplaceable.” The
Indigenous actor’s life was also blight-
ed by alcohol and periods of poverty.

‘Throw a spear’ 
In September 2011, he was given a

one-year sentence and ordered to
spend a minimum of five months in jail
for hitting his wife with a broomstick
while drunk. Dalaithngu’s lawyer at the
time said he was embarrassed and
wanted to stop drinking and get back
to making movies, which he did. Two
years ago, when accepting a lifetime
achievement award, Dalaithngu
recalled how he was recruited for
Walkabout as an adolescent in
Arnhem Land.“I was a young boy
growing up going to school. They
came up looking for an Aboriginal boy
who can play this part, throw a spear,
dance and singing and they said:
‘Yeah, he’s alright’,” he said in a video
shown to the awards ceremony of the
National Aborigines and Islanders
Day Observance Committee. The
artist said his own favorite film was
“Storm Boy” but he considered his
best to be “The Tracker”.

But he spoke also of his cancer.
“Never forget me while I am here.

I will never forget you. I will still
remember you even though I am gone
forever. I will still remember,” he said.

A file photo shows Aboriginal actor David Dalaithngu (right), posing
for photos with actors Nicole Kidman (center), Hugh Jackman (left)
and Brandon Walters (below) for a photo following a press conference
prior to the world premier for the movie ‘Australia’ in Sydney. —AFP


