
JEDDAH: Saudi Arabia’s debut Formula One race
will showcase the country to the world, its motor-
sports chief said. The newly built venue in Jeddah is
all but completed ahead of Sunday’s night race,
Prince Khalid bin Sultan al-Faisal said in an interview,
just over a year after Saudi Arabia was announced as
the wealthy Gulf region’s latest F1 host.

“When we prove in the coming days that this
race will take place on time, this will signal to the
world who the Saudis are and what the capabilities
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are,” said Prince
Khalid, president of the Saudi Automobile and
Motorcycle Federation.

“We can say that the circuit is 95 percent com-
plete. The five percent left are simple things, from
branding to tree planting and decorations. The cir-
cuit is done, the infrastructure is done... everything
related to the race is done,” he added. “So, we are
comfortable and in a very good situation.”

Red Bull’s championship leader Max Verstappen
could clinch the drivers’ world title this week in
Saudi Arabia, one of four countries in the resource-
rich Gulf on the F1 calendar this year. It is among
several big events lured in recent times to Saudi
Arabia, which has also hosted heavyweight boxing
and European Tour golf. Hatice Cengiz, fiancee of
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi, led calls for Justin
Bieber not to perform at the Jeddah race. 

‘We have opened our doors’
But Prince Khalid said the Saudi authorities and

people were better placed to speak for Saudi
Arabia than Canadian singer Bieber, 27. “The one
that (polishes) the image of the kingdom is not a
singer, but its leadership and people... you cannot
polish the image of anything or relay a picture dif-
ferent than reality,” he said.

He added: “There are many people, among them
singers and actors, maybe they did not come (to
Saudi Arabia) before. “But when they saw the reality

and the truth with their own eyes, they said: ‘No,
we’re going to come because we now have an idea
of everything that happens in the kingdom’.”

Saudi Arabia has embarked on a series of

reforms under its de facto leader, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, lifting a ban on women
driving and reopening cinemas in 2018. Formula

One is part of a campaign to show a friendlier face
as the world’s top oil exporter tries to attract for-
eign businesses and diversify its economy.

“There’s been a fight against the kingdom for
years, and it is fought for political reasons... some
people don’t want its success,” Prince Khalid said.
“There are those that say the kingdom is behind
and is against human rights... of course, no one is
perfect and the biggest nations that hold on to free-
dom and human rights have more than their share of
criticisms in those fields,” he added.

“We are confident in ourselves, and this war will

continue, and we will continue on our path, and the
door is open for all to visit us and know who we
really are,” said the prince. Prince Khalid also said
he expected a COVID-reduced capacity crowd of
40,000, including 8,000 from abroad.

He said “there are no restrictions on dress”
despite the conservative country’s strict social
codes. “We expect from the people that they
respect the place to which they are coming, the
same as any place outside the kingdom,” he said.
“So, for example, no one is going to come to the cir-
cuit wearing a bathing suit.” — AFP

S p o r t s Wednesday, December 1, 2021

14

There’s been a
fight against 
the kingdom

Saudi motorsports chief says
F1 debut ‘signal to the world’

JEDDAH: A picture taken on Sunday, shows a view of the Jeddah Corniche Circuit that is expected to host
the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix in the Saudi Red Sea resort of Jeddah. —AFP photos

Verstappen could clinch title with a win in Jeddah 

Prince Khalid bin Sultan al-Faisal, president of the
Saudi Automobile and Motorcycle Federation,
speaks during an interview with AFP on Sunday.

MIAMI: Nikola Jokic #15 of the Denver Nuggets han-
dles the ball during the game against the Miami Heat
on Monday at FTX Arena in Miami, Florida. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Kuwait women’s ath-
letics season kicked off Monday with
the participation of five clubs in the
first refresher championship, which
saw heated competition at the Kazma
sports club’s track. Salwa club topped
the table in the first day after collect-
ing 87 points, followed by Al-Fatat
club with 81 points while Kuwait club
was third with 47 points, Sahel fourth
with 12 points, and Fatayat Al-Oyoun
fifth with four points.

Salwa club collected three gold,
four silver and two bronze medals,
while Al-Fatat collected three gold,
three silver and one bronze. Kuwait
ended up with two gold and one
bronze medals, while Sahel received
two bronze medals only.

Salwa club’s Dana Al-Zanki won
first place in 800 meters running,
while Haya Al-Tawajer from Fatat club
was second and Sahel’s Bedoor Al-
Bahar took third place. Latifa Hussein
from Kuwait club won first place in the
400 meters running while Salwa club
took second and third place by Dima
Ibrahim and Fajer Bader respectively.

Salwa club’s runner Mudhawi Al-
Shimmari won the gold medal in the
100 meters running followed by
Sheikha Al-Qattan, also from Salwa
club, while Ameena Al-Marhoum from
Fatat club won third place. In the
3000 meters running event, Amal Al-
Roumi from Fatat club won first place,
her teammate Lowlwa Al-Askar won
silver while third place went for
Noura Adel from Al-Sahel.

In the discus event, Salwa club’s

Dana Al-Azmi and Ayesha Al-Khader
took the first and second places
respectively, while Sara Al-Muzayen
from Fatat club took bronze. The long

jump event was won by Fatat’s Shahad
Al-Saad followed by Dalal Marzouq
from Salwa club and Juan Yaqoub
from Kuwait club respectively.

KUWAIT: Salwa club’s runner Mudhawi Al-Shimmari (center) poses with her gold
medal in the 100 meters on the first day of the Kuwait women’s athletics season.

Booed Jokic leads
Nuggets past
short-handed Heat
LOS ANGELES: Nikola Jokic returned from an
injury to score a team-high 24 points and 15
rebounds as the Denver Nuggets ended a six-game
losing skid with a 120-111 victory over the Miami
Heat on Monday.

The reigning NBA MVP, who had missed four
games with an injured wrist, shot nine-of-14 from
the floor, made five-of-six free throws and dished
out seven assists. “That’s behind us,” Jokic said of
the losing streak. “We need to move on to the
future. We won the game and that’s the most impor-
tant thing.”

This was the first game between the teams since
Jokic tangled with Heat player Markieff Morris in a
113-96 Nugget win on November 8. Jokic had a
triple-double in that game before getting ejected
for his retaliation blow against Morris, who was
upset at a non-call and was ejected for his hit on
Jokic. Morris has yet to play since the altercation.

The Heat fans in the 19,600 crowd at their FTX
Arena booed Jokic throughout Monday’s contest.
Aaron Gordon added 20 points for the Nuggets,
who shot 58.1 percent from the floor, including 51.4
percent from beyond the arc. Bones Hyland came
off the bench and scored 19 points in the win. “I
shot the lights out of the ball,” Hyland said.

The Heat were missing leading scorer Jimmy
Butler (tailbone contusion) and Tyler Herro (body
soreness). Bam Adebayo led Miami with 24 points,
13 rebounds and six assists. Kyle Lowry added 17
points and a game-high 14 assists.

“Our defense is better than that,” Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra said. “I think they played extremely
well and in those pivotal moments in the course of
the game, it seemed like they made every shot,
every play.”

Elsewhere, Nikola Vucevic delivered a double-
double of 30 points and 14 rebounds and DeMar
DeRozan had 28 points to power the Chicago Bulls
to a 133-119 victory against the Charlotte Hornets.
In Minneapolis, Karl-Anthony Towns scored 32
points as the Minnesota Timberwolves recorded
their seventh win in the past eight games by defeat-
ing the Indiana Pacers 100-98. — AFP
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Ahli United Bank
wins ABK T20
cricket trophy
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) announced
winning the finals of bank league ABK T20 cricket
tournament. AUB Chief Executive Officer Jehad Al-
Humaidhi honored the bank’s cricket team and
praised their efforts and enthusiasm.

Humaidhi confirmed that AUB is one of the oldest
Kuwaiti banks that devoted particular attention to
sports, especially cricket. AUB made great sports
achievements over the years, by participating in
tournaments with various banks or winning these
tournaments.

Humaidhi pointed out that cricket is very popu-
lar among AUB employees who have great enthu-
siasm for this crowd-pleasing game. This is evi-
dently reflected in the highly competitive spirit
shown by the bank’s cricket team in this tourna-
ment. Humaidhi delivered heartfelt congratulations
to the winners. She also extended sincere thanks
to all participants and organizers who successfully
managed to run and present this tournament in
this good image.

Meanwhile, AGM Human Resources at Ahli
United Bank, Maryam Al-Mudhaf, said that AUB

pays great attention to encourage sports, including
football, cricket, bowling and other sports activities.
The bank is keen to support athletes to develop
their skills so that they can raise the name of Kuwait
high in international forums. 

Mudhaf added that the bank provides this sup-
port based on its belief in the importance of
sports and its role in refining the physical, psy-
chological and mental skills of young people. She

mentioned that AUB includes distinguished sports
teams of enthusiastic youth who are eager to win
championships.

Raja Sudheer, on behalf of AUB cricket team,
thanked the bank’s management for the support and
encouragement it provides to the bank’s cricket
team to inspire them achieve success. He also
praised the Kuwait Cricket Club for its support in
organizing all cricket tournaments.

Washington boost
playoff hopes with
win vs Seahawks
LOS ANGELES: The Washington Football Team
continued their resurgence Monday with a gritty
17-15 win over Seattle, their improved play over the
past few weeks turning them from also-rans into
playoff contenders.

JD McKissic scored two touchdowns and
Kendall Fuller intercepted a potential game-tying
two-point conversion pass as Washington rejuve-
nated their postseason hopes with three straight

wins over Carolina, defending champion Tampa Bay
and now Seattle.

Taylor Heinicke completed 27 of 35 passes for
223 yards with a touchdown and an interception
for Washington. Running back Antonio Gibson
rushed 29 times for 111 yards. “The guys played a
great game,” said Heinicke. “It is always great get-
ting a win. The guys grinded it out. We had adver-
sity and it wasn’t most ideal situation, but we
fought through it.”

At one stage in the season, the NFC East looked
out of reach for Washington. But they are now with-
in two games of division-leading Dallas with two
games left against the Cowboys. They also play
Philadelphia and the New York Giants.

“We are not out of it completely,” head coach
Ron Rivera said of Washington’s playoff hopes.
“This is about learning and growing. We are going

to continue to work and play the way we play, and
give ourselves a chance.”

Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson was 20 of 31
for 247 yards with two touchdowns. Washington
took the lead for good when McKissic rushed 10
yards for a tie-breaking touchdown with 8:30 left in
the third quarter.

Wilson’s Seahawks drove 96 yards and pulled
within two points when the quarterback hit Freddie
Swain with a 32-yard scoring pass with 15 seconds
left. Wilson tried to connect with Swain on the two-
point conversion, but Fuller had other plans, inter-
cepting the throw in the end zone.

The Seahawks appeared to recover the ensuing
onside kick but were instead penalized for lining up
illegally before the kick. Washington’s Adam
Humphries recovered the second onside kick to
clinch the win. —AFP


