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PARIS: This combination of file photographs created shows Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi reacting as he receives his seven Ballon d’Or football awards (from left) for the years 2009, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2015, 2019 and 2021. — AFP

PARIS: Lionel Messi admitted winning the Copa 
America with Argentina might have been the deter-
mining factor in him claiming the men’s Ballon d’Or 
prize for the seventh time after a turbulent year, as 
Spain’s Alexia Putellas took the women’s award. 

Now 34, Messi pipped much-fancied rivals 
like Robert Lewandowski and Karim Benzema to 
take the award in a gl i t tering ceremony on 
Monday in Paris, the city he now calls home after 
leaving boyhood club Barcelona for Paris Saint-
Germain in August. 

Despite his tearful goodbye from Barcelona and 
his relatively underwhelming start to life in France, 
the jury of journalists from around the world 
rewarded him in particular for captaining Argentina 
to their first major international title since 1993. 

“Two years ago I thought I was coming into my 
final years but here I am again back here,” said 
Messi, who won the last edition of the Ballon d’Or in 
2019 before last year’s awards were cancelled due 
to the pandemic. Messi also won in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012 and in 2015. 

“People were starting to ask me when I was 
going to retire but now I am here in Paris and I am 
very happy,” he said at the Chatelet Theatre in cen-

tral Paris, where he was joined by his wife Antonella 
Roccuzzo and their three children. 

“I don’t know how many more years I have left 
but I hope there will be many because I am really 
enjoying myself this year. 
What I achieved with 
Argentina was a dream 
come true. I think I won 
this trophy thanks to what 
we did at the Copa 
America, so I dedicate it to 
my teammates.” 

Argentina beat Brazil 1-
0 in the final in Rio de 
Janeiro as Messi won a 
major title with his country 
for the first time. He also scored 38 goals in 48 
games in his final season with Barcelona and won 
the Copa del Rey. 

 
Lewandowski second 

However, Messi has played just 11 times and 
scored four goals for PSG since joining the French 
club and there was a feeling that this year might see 
a different winner. Poland striker Lewandowski 

would have been a shoo-in in 2020, when he scored 
45 goals in 37 games for Bayern, only for the 
awards to be cancelled. 

He ended last season with a remarkable 41 
Bundesliga goals but 
had to settle for second 
place in the voting for 
the Ballon d’Or, which is 
organized by France 
Football magazine and 
voted for by a panel of 
journalists from around 
the world. 

Lewandowski instead 
was given a consolation 
prize for the year’s best 

goal-scorer and received glowing praise from 
Messi. “I wanted to say to Robert that it was an 
honor to go up against him. He deserved to win it 
last year,” Messi said. 

Midfielder Jorginho, who won the Champions 
League with Chelsea and Euro 2020 with Italy, 
came third, followed by Real Madrid’s Karim 
Benzema and another Chelsea player, N’Golo 
Kante. Five-time winner Cristiano Ronaldo came 

sixth. He was absent from the ceremony. Between 
them, Messi and Ronaldo have won 12 of the last 13 
editions of the Ballon d’Or with the exception com-
ing in 2018 when Luka Modric claimed the prize. 

 
Putellas succeeds Rapinoe 

This is just the third year that a women’s Ballon 
d’Or has been awarded, with Putellas following in 
the footsteps of Norway’s Ada Hegerberg, winner in 
2018, and the United States’ 2019 World Cup super-
star Megan Rapinoe. 

Spain international Putellas, 27, captained 
Barcelona to victory in this year’s Champions 
League, scoring a penalty in the final as her side 
hammered Chelsea 4-0. She also won a Spanish 
league and cup double with Barca, the club she 
joined as a teenager in 2012 and who are fast 
becoming the dominant force in the women’s game. 

Her Barcelona and Spain teammate Jennifer 
Hermoso was second, with Sam Kerr of Chelsea and 
Australia coming in third. “I am sure I won’t be the 
last Barcelona player to win the prize. This is just 
the beginning,” said Putellas, who in August was 
named player of the year by European football’s 
governing body UEFA. — AFP

Messi wins Ballon d’Or for seventh time
Lewandowski best goal-scorer; Putellas crowned women’s winner

Messi dedicates 
win to Argentina 
teammates

PARIS: FC Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder Pedri delivers a speech after 
receiving the Kopa Trophy for best under-21 player during the 2021 
Ballon d’Or France Football award ceremony at the Theatre du Chatelet in 
Paris on Monday. - AFP photos

Paris Saint-Germain’s Italian goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma is awarded 
the Yashin Trophy for best goalkeeper by Ivorian former football player and 
evening host Didier Drogba during the 2021 Ballon d’Or award ceremony.

PARIS: Spain starlet Pedri won the Kopa Trophy 
for the best player aged under 21 at the Ballon 
d’Or awards ceremony in Paris on Monday, while 
Italy’s Gianluigi Donnarumma was named the best 
goalkeeper. 

Barcelona midfielder Pedri, who only turned 19 
last Thursday, was a key player for Spain as they 
reached the semi-finals of the European 
Championship and featured in their side that lost 
in the men’s Olympic football final against Brazil in 
Tokyo. In addition he played 52 games for 
Barcelona, helping them win the Copa del Rey. 

Pedri, who joined Barca from Las Palmas last 
year, recently extended his contract at  the 
Camp Nou to 2026. The Kopa Trophy is named 
after  Raymond Kopa, the Real  Madrid and 
France star of the post-war era who won the 
Ballon d’Or in 1958. 

France forward Kylian Mbappe was the inaugu-

Pedri, Donnarumma 
claim prizes at Ballon 
d’Or ceremony

ral winner of the prize in 2018, and Matthijs de 
Ligt of Juventus and the Netherlands won it in 
2019. There was no Ballon d’Or awards ceremony 
last year because of the pandemic. 

Donnarumma won the Yashin Trophy for the 
best goalkeeper after his outstanding performanc-
es in Italy’s glorious Euro 2020 campaign. The 22-
year-old left AC Milan for Paris Saint-Germain fol-

lowing the European Championship. Liverpool and 
Brazil star Alisson was the first winner in 2019 of 
the Yashin Trophy, named after former USSR icon 
Lev Yashin. — AFP

LONDON: Manchester United star Cristiano 
Ronaldo has hit back at a “disrespectful” claim that 
his only remaining ambition is to win the Ballon 
d’Or more times than Lionel Messi. Paris Saint-
Germain forward Messi won the prestigious award 
for a seventh time on Monday. 

Ronaldo, who finished sixth in this year’s voting, 
has earned the Ballon d’Or five times. The Ballon 
d’Or, given to the best male and female footballers 
of the year, is voted on by 180 journalists and pre-
sented by France Football. 

Pascal Ferre, the editor in chief of France 
Football, was quoted in the New York Times 
recently saying Ronaldo told him his primary moti-
vation was to retire having won the accolade more 
often than his old rival Messi. 

Ronaldo, 36, took to Instagram to deny that 
suggestion. “Today’s outcome explains Pascal 
Ferre’s statements last week, when he said that I 
confided in him that my only ambition was to finish 
my career with more Ballon d’Ors than Lionel 
Messi,” Ronaldo wrote. 

“Pascal Ferre lied, he used my name to promote 
himself and to promote the publication he works 
for. “It is unacceptable that the person responsible 
for awarding such a prestigious prize could lie in 
this way, in absolute disrespect for someone who 
has always respected France Football and the 
Ballon d’Or. 

“The biggest ambition of my career is to win 
national and international titles for the clubs I rep-
resent and for the national team in my country. The 
biggest ambition of my career is to be a good 
example for all those who are or want to be pro-
fessional footballers. The biggest ambition of my 
career is to leave my name written in golden letters 
in the history of world football.” 

Ronaldo, who did not attend Monday’s prize-
giving event in Paris, last won the Ballon d’Or in 
2017. This year marked the first time the former 
Juventus and Real Madrid striker finished outside 
the top five voting since 2010. Messi’s seventh 
success extended his lead in the male category 
after he set the record with his sixth in 2019. 
Barcelona and Spain midfielder Alexia Putellas 
won the 2021 women’s Ballon d’Or. — AFP

Ronaldo hits back 
at claim he wants to 
beat Messi’s haul

Cristiano Ronaldo

PARIS: Lionel Messi was awarded a record-
extending seventh Ballon d’Or on Monday, but 
for the first time in his illustrious career, there 
was a mixed reaction to his  success. The 
Argentinian great has made a slow start to life 
in France after a turbulent year which saw him 
bid a tearful farewell to Barcelona and join Paris 
Saint-Germain. But there have been sparks of 
life in recent weeks, with his first Ligue 1 goal 
followed by three assists in PSG’s 3-1 win at 
Saint-Etienne on Sunday. 

Messi admitted his latest Ballon d’Or win 
was largely down to leading his country to a 
major international title for the first time in the 
Copa America, although he did also finish as La 
Liga top-scorer last  season in a weak 
Barcelona team which has since stumbled from 
crisis to crisis. 

After scoring just four goals in 11 appear-
ances this term for PSG, the 34-year-old will 
need an upturn in fortunes to be named the 
world’s best player again next year. Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp was among the leading 
football figures to express surprise that Messi 
beat Bayern Munich str iker Robert 

Lewandowski to the prize. 
But PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino was in 

no doubt that his player deserved to become 
the first from the French side to win the Ballon 
d’Or, despite failing to fully fire for the capital 
club. “He totally deserves the Ballon d’Or. There 
is no debate on this subject,” Pochettino insist-
ed ahead of PSG’s game against high-flying 
Nice today. 

“I can understand that in other countries 
some do not agree, but I think he deserved it. 
We also hope that it is the first day of the mak-
ings of what can become an eighth Ballon d’Or. 
We are all delighted to have Messi here.” 

Messi , a long with midf ie lder Leandro 
Paredes, did not train yesterday due to illness, 
but he will want to be fit to face third-placed 
Nice, especially with Neymar sidelined for up 
to eight weeks by an ankle injury. 

PSG are already 12 points clear of second-
placed Rennes in the French topflight, despite 
a series of underwhelming performances this 
season after a raft of high-profile signings. 
Messi , Neymar and Kyl ian Mbappe have 
scored only 11 times in 31 league appearances 
between them. 

They will need to improve to make a mark in 
the Champions League, where they had to set-
tle for second in their group behind Manchester 
City. Nice, bankrolled by British billionaire Jim 
Ratcliffe’s Ineos, will be no pushovers this week 
though, despite a shock home loss to lowly 
Metz last weekend. — AFP

Messi looking 
to prove a 
point in Ligue 1


