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WHO warns of ‘toxic mix’  
of low vaccine coverage 

World grappling with ‘highly transmissible, dangerous’ variant 
GENEVA: The World Health 
Organization yesterday warned a 
“toxic mix” of low vaccination cov-
erage and low testing rates was cre-
ating fertile breeding ground for new 
COVID-19 variants. The WHO said 
measures to stop the globally-domi-
nant Delta variant would also hinder 
Omicron, f irst  discovered in 
November in southern Africa and 
which has since rattled countries 
around the world. 

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus called on countries to 
optimize their public health and 
social  measures to control  the 
spread of COVID-19. He also said 
nations needed to ensure that high-
risk and vulnerable individuals are 
ful ly vaccinated “immediately”. 
Tedros sounded a reminder that 
while global attention turns to 
Omicron, the world was already 
grappling with the “highly transmis-
sible, dangerous” Delta variant, 
which currently “accounts for almost 
all cases” globally. 

“We need to use the tools we 
already have to prevent transmission 

and save lives from Delta. And if we 
do that, we will also prevent trans-
mission and save l ives from 
Omicron,” Tedros told a press con-
ference. “But if countries and indi-
viduals don’t do what they need to 
do to stop transmission of Delta, 
they won’t  stop Omicron either. 
“Globally, we have a toxic mix of low 
vaccine coverage, and very low test-
ing-a recipe for breeding and ampli-
fying variants. “That’s why we con-
tinue to urge countries to... ensure 
equitable access to vaccines, tests 
and therapeutics all over the world.”  

The WHO said that those not fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 who 
are also vulnerable to the disease, 
including over-60s, should put off 
travel to areas with community 
transmission. The World Health 
Organization also said blanket travel 
bans would not stop the spread of 
the Omicron variant. The new 
COVID-19 variant of concern, which 
the WHO says poses a “very high” 
risk globally, has prompted many 
countries to shut their borders. 

Continued on Page 2 
DRESDEN: Medics wearing PPE suits transfer patients infected with the coronavirus into the Airbus A310-900 MRTT MedEvac Hermann 
Koehl of the German armed forces Bundeswehr before they are airlifted and transported to other intensive care units (ICU) yesterday. 

KUWAIT: The consumer prices on an annual 
basis grew by 3.17 percent in July, according to 
Kuwait Central Statistical Bureau. In a statement 
to KUNA yesterday, the bureau indicated that 
inflation rate in Kuwait increased by 0.25 per-
cent on a monthly basis due to rise of prices of 
some main groups that influence movement of 
the key indices. 

It added that the consumer price index (CPI) 
for the food and beverage group rose by 10 
percent last July in comparison to the same 
period last year, whereas the cigarette and 
tobacco group remained the same at 135 point 
on an annual basis. The clothing group rose by 
6.52 percent and housing services increased 
slightly by 0.17 percent, while furnishings 
climbed to 3.7 percent. 

As for medical group, it rose by 2.27 percent 
and transportation surged by 5.4 percent. The 
communications group increased by 4.6 per-
cent, and recreation and culture surged by 8.25 
percent, whereas education group declined by 
15.46 percent. Restaurants and hotels increased 
on yearly basis by 0.9 percent. The Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) is a measure of the average 
change overtime in the prices paid by urban 
consumers for a market basket of consumer 
goods and services, and is used for identifying 
periods of inflation and deflation. — KUNA

Kuwait’s inflation  
rises 3.17 percent DUBAI: Ehab Fouad was a teenager 

when he marched in the parade mark-
ing the birth of the United Arab 
Emirates, that has gone from desert 
outpost to regional powerhouse in 50 
years. The retired civil engineer, now 
64, vividly recalls December 2, 1971, 
when he proudly held aloft the photo of 
the oil-rich Gulf state’s founding father, 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, 
and saw its new flag for the first time. 

Fouad, who strode directly behind 
the flag-bearer, tears up when he 
remembers the Abu Dhabi parade and 
reflects on the decades that followed. 
“Fifty years later, I feel special,” said 
the Egyptian father of one. “It was a 
remarkable journey for me, and a 

remarkable journey for this country,” 
said Fouad, who lives with his family 
in Dubai, one of the country’s seven 
emirates.  

Foreigners make up 90 percent of 
the UAE’s population, which has grown 
to 10 million from around 300,000 
when its emirates came together to 
form a federation, even if its tough laws 
make most of them ineligible for citi-
zenship. Driven by major oil wealth, the 
former British protectorate has left 
behind its humble beginnings of tents 
and simple, mud-brick houses to 
become one of the biggest players in 
the Middle East, both economically and 
politically.  

Continued on Page 2 

DUBAI: A banner bearing the portraits of Emirati President Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan (top) and Dubai’s ruler Mohammed Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum 
hangs on the side of a building in the Gulf emirate ahead of the upcoming 
United Arab Emirates’ 50th anniversary today. — AFP  

UAE ‘remarkable’ 50-year rise

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has recorded the Gulf’s first 
confirmed case of the Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus in a citizen returning from North Africa, a Health 
Ministry official said yesterday. The strain, which was 
first announced by South Africa but has since been dis-
covered to have been present earlier in Europe, has 
prompted governments around the globe to reimpose 
travel restrictions, despite warnings from the World 
Health Organization this could do more harm than good.  

“One case of the Omicron variant has been detected 
in the kingdom-it was a citizen coming from a North 
African country,” the ministry official told the state SPA 
news agency. “He has been put in isolation, as have his 
contacts, and the necessary health measures have been 
taken.” Saudi Arabia last week halted flights from seven 
southern African countries, mirroring similar moves by 
other government, but travel links with North Africa 
have remained unaffected.  

The kingdom had been lifting some of the remaining 
restrictions it imposed early in the  pandemic, allowing 
worshippers at the Muslim holy places to resume pray-
ing shoulder to shoulder from October. Since the pan-
demic started, Saudi Arabia has recorded 549,000 cas-
es of COVID-19, 8,836 of them fatal.  — AFP 

Saudi reports first 
Omicron case in Gulf

BAGHDAD: Abu Zeinab says 
only one of his five adult children 
has a job, and he only got it 
through “wasta”, the system of 
“who you know” that is Iraq’s 
pervasive scourge. The practice 
has fuelled frustration, mass anti-
government protests and waves 
of emigration from the oil-rich, 
war-scarred and poverty-strick-
en country, say analysts. 

“All my children, including my 
three daughters, have finished 
their university studies, but only 
one has been able to find a job,” 
said Abu Zeinab, a 60-year-old 
retiree living in Baghdad. “The 
others are trying, without suc-
cess.” For his 28-year-old son, 
wasta turned out to be the “joker” 
that made all the difference, when 
a relative helped him land a cov-

eted contract job, renewed annu-
ally, with a government ministry. 

“Poverty pushes people 
towards wasta,” said the patri-
arch, with resignation in his voice. 
Wasta refers to using one’s fami-
ly, communal or party connec-
tions to obtain jobs and benefits-
something that is universal but 
seen as especially widespread 

and corrosive in Iraq. While the 
lucky few get well-paying and 
secure jobs with generous pen-
sions, nearly 40 percent of young 
people are unemployed, with few 
prospects for their future. 

Anger at the patronage, nepo-
tism and cronyism that underpin 
the system was amid the key  
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Iraq ‘Wasta’  
favors few 

BAGHDAD: Iraqis look through books during an annual cultural festival 
in the capital Baghdad’s Abu Nawas street. — AFP 


