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Kuwait Amir receives Crown 
Prince, Speaker, Premier

Sheikh Nawaf congratulates UAE on national day

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Dar Al-Yamama yes-
terday. His Highness the Amir also met, in the pres-
ence of His Highness the Crown Prince, National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah addressed a congrat-
ulatory cable to UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan on his country’s 50th national 
day. In his cable, His Highness praised the brotherly 
and historical bonds between both countries. 
Moreover, His Highness also exalted all the great 
achievements done by UAE in all  fields. His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 

Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the President of 
UAE Sheikh Khalifa. National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem meanwhile sent a cable of 
congratulations to UAE’s Federal National Council 
Speaker Saqer Ghobash Saeed Al-Marri on UAE’s 
50th national day. 

Furthermore, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali al-
Sabah has cabled the UAE Minister of State for 
Defense Affairs Mohammad bin Ahmad Al-Bawardi 

on his country’s national day 50th anniversary. The 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense said in a statement on 
Wednesday that Sheikh Hamad expressed in the 
cable his wishes for the UAE so it may witness 
ever-lasting progress and prosperity. He also 
wished the UAE Armed Forces promotion in the 
shadow of the sagacious leadership of His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, hoping that 
the UAE may witness the occasion anew with all 
goodness and blessings. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Ethiopian Minister of Finance Ahmed 
Shide. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime 
Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received 
yesterday the Ethiopian Minister of 
Finance Ahmed Shide and his 
accompanying delegation at Bayan 
Palace. Minister of Oil and Higher 

Education Dr Mohammad Al-Fares, 
Minister of Finance and State 
Minister for Economic and 
Investments Affairs Khalifa Hamada 
and His Highness the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Chief Abdulaziz Al-Dakheel 
were in attendance. — KUNA

Prime Minister receives 
Ethiopian Finance Minister

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah held talks yesterday 
with the United Kingdom’s Ambassador 
to Kuwait Belinda Lewis, addressing 
issues of joint interest and means of 
cementing bilateral relations as well as a 
host of regional and international issues. 
The Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense said in 
a statement that Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali  received at  his  off ice 
ambassador Lewis and held with her 
talks on topics of common concern and 
means of  boosting cooperation. 
Moreover, the two sides explored latest 
developments on the regional and inter-
national arenas. The meeting was attend-

ed by the Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Khaled Saleh Al-
Sabah, the UK Chief of Defense Staff’s 
Senior Advisor to Middle East and North 
Africa Air Marshal Martin Sampson, the 

Defense Attache at the British Embassy 
in Kuwait, Captain Paul Mulvaney, and 
the Second Secretary at the Kuwaiti 
Foreign Ministry’s Europe Department, 
Omar Al-Dwaisan. —  KUNA

Defense Minister 
discusses cementing 
ties with UK envoy

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah meets the United Kingdom’s Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis. — KUNA
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“Blanket travel bans will not pre-

vent the international spread, and 
they place a heavy burden on lives 
and livelihoods,” the WHO said in a 
travel advice statement on Omicron. 
“In addition, they can adversely 
impact global health efforts during a 
pandemic by disincentivising coun-
tries to report and share epidemio-
logical and sequencing data.” 

First reported to the WHO less 
than a week ago after being detect-
ed in southern Africa earlier this 
month, Omicron has already 
appeared in several countries. The 
WHO noted the increasing number 
of governments introducing travel 
measures, including temporarily ban-
ning arrivals from countries where 
the variant has been found. The 
WHO said that as of Sunday, 56 
countries were reportedly imple-
menting travel measures aimed at 
potentially delaying the importation 
of the new variant. 

“It is expected that the Omicron 
var iant  wi l l  be  detected in  an 
increasing number of countries as 
national authorities step up their 
surveillance and sequencing activi-
ties,” it said. The WHO later issued 
a correction to the final part of that 
travel advice, relating who should 
be advised to postpone travel, and 
to where. 

“Persons who have not been fully 
vaccinated or do not have proof of 
previous SARS-CoV-2 infection and 
are at increased risk of developing 
severe disease and dying, including 
people 60 years of age or older or 
those with comorbidities that pres-
ent increased risk of severe COVID-
19 (e.g. heart disease, cancer and 

diabetes) should be advised to post-
pone travel to areas with community 
transmission,” the WHO’s corrected 
line said. 

Elsewhere, the WHO advised 
countries to apply an “evidence-
informed and risk-based approach” 
when implementing travel measures. 
The UN health agency said national 
authorities in countries of departure, 
transit and arrival could apply miti-
gation measures that might delay or 
reduce the exportation and importa-
tion of the variant. They could 
include screening passengers, test-
ing and quarantine. 

“All measures should be commen-
surate with the risk, time-limited and 
applied with respect to travelers’ 
dignity, human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms.” The WHO said that 
“essential  international travel”, 
including for humanitarian missions, 
repatriations and transport of vital 
supplies, should always be priori-
tized during the pandemic. Earlier 
Tuesday, WHO chief told member 
states to keep calm and take “ratio-
nal” steps in response to Omicron. 
“We call on all member states to 
take rational , proportional r isk-
reduction measures,” he said. “The 
global response must be calm, coor-
dinated and coherent.” 

Tedros stressed that it remains 
unclear how dangerous the variant 
is. “We still have more questions 
than answers about the effect of 
Omicron on transmission, severity of 
disease, and the effectiveness of 
tests, therapeutics and vaccines,” he 
said. The WHO chief said it  was 
understandable that countries want-
ed to protect their citizens “against a 
variant that we don’t yet fully under-
stand”. “But I am equally concerned 
that several member states are intro-
ducing blunt, blanket measures that 
are not evidence-based or effective 
on their own, and which will only 
worsen inequities.” — AFP 

WHO warns of 
‘toxic mix’...
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Dubai, a former pearling town and now 

a brash trade and financial centre, boasts a 
forest of skyscrapers including the world’s 
tallest building, the 830-metre Burj 
Khalifa. “Some people here used to build 
their houses from date tree branches, then 
mud bricks, and today it is all villas and 
towers,” Fouad said. 

The late Sheikh Zayed “believed deeply 
in Arab nationalism, and worked to unite 
the seven emirates into a single federa-
tion”, said Elham Fakhro, senior Gulf ana-
lyst at the International Crisis Group think 
tank. “It remains the only functional system 
of federalism in the Arab world.” Among 
the world’s top producers of crude, the 
UAE’s rapid growth since the 1970s is 
linked closely to its oil and gas wealth.  

However, Dubai, with scant oil 
resources compared to the capital Abu 
Dhabi, has blossomed as a financial, trans-

port, tourist and media hub. The Arab 
world’s second-biggest economy behind 
Saudi Arabia also wields growing political 
influence, filling a space ceded by tradi-
tional powers such as Egypt, Iraq and 
Syria. Since the Arab Spring uprisings of 
2011, the UAE’s increasingly assertive for-
eign policy has included taking part in 
wars, such as Yemen, and mediating in sev-
eral conflicts in the Middle East and Africa.   

It is also a beacon for many Arab youth 
fleeing conflict-ridden countries. “The 
UAE has long been concerned about its 
relative vulnerability, in a region where it is 
surrounded by larger, more powerful 
states,” Fakhro said. “Its policy following 
independence was relatively neutral, but 
since the Arab Spring it has adopted a 
more activist foreign policy that aims to 
shape events in the region to its favor.” 

The UAE, a staunch opponent of politi-
cal Islam, has become something of a 
steward in the turbulent region. Last year, 
it took the surprise step of recognizing 
Zionist entity, breaking with decades of 
Arab consensus that eschewed ties with 
the Jewish state. “As a committed regional 
and international actor, we know we need 
to take on even more responsibility for the 

future direction of our region,” presiden-
tial adviser Anwar Gargash said. “We have 
had numerous vacuums over the last 
decade... We cannot stand by and watch 
these vacuums filled by malign actors.” 

Accusations by human rights groups of 
violations during its intervention in 
Yemen’s conflict, and in prosecutions of 
dissidents, have not stopped the Emirates 
becoming a magnet for investment. The 
UAE has in recent years relaxed its laws to 
attract more investments, branding itself a 
“zero tax” haven. It lifted a cap on non-
local ownership, allowed full foreign con-
trol of business ventures, and offered 
long-term “golden” visas to investors and 
“exceptional talents” such as artists, doc-
tors, engineers and scientists. 

Known in the 19th century as the Trucial 
States, named after a maritime truce, the sev-
en emirates had been a British protectorate 
since 1892. But Sheikh Zayed, who ran oil-rich 
Abu Dhabi, the biggest and wealthiest of the 
emirates, saw an opportunity to slowly build a 
powerful state by joining its family-run neigh-
bors under one flag. Today, golden jubilee cel-
ebrations will include an airshow, a floating 
theatrical performance on a mountain lake, 
parades, concerts and fireworks. — AFP 

UAE ‘remarkable’ 
50-year rise...

Continued from Page 1 
 
grievance expressed by protesters in a 

wave of mass rallies in late 2019. It is the 
hopelessness felt by those who miss out that 
has fuelled the widespread wish to leave 
Iraq, say analysts. The latest waves of emi-
gration have seen thousands of Iraqis freeze 
on the Belarus-Polish border, and some per-
ish when their boat capsized in the icy 
waters of the Channel. 

 
‘Weakness of the law’  

Some 95 percent of Iraqis say wasta is 
needed “often or sometimes” to find a job, 
according to the World Bank’s so-called 
Arab Barometer Report of 2019. “All of 
society agrees that without wasta you can-
not achieve anything,” said political scien-
tist Thamer Al-Haimes. The problem results 

from a “weakness of the law” which fails to 
create a level playing field, he said, and 
“hinders the development of the country” 
while driving emigration. 

Those who fail to benefit often spend all 
their savings, or take on debt, to attempt the 
risky journey to Western Europe, dreaming 
of a better life and the benefits of a welfare 
state. Iraq is ranked as one of the world’s 
most corrupt countries, in 160th place out of 
180 in Transparency International’s corrup-
tion index. Even though it has the second 
largest energy reserves in the Middle East, 
one third of Iraq’s 40 million people live 
below the poverty line, says the UN. 

Even though wasta is widely regarded as 
a problem, most people also say they have no 
choice but to benefit from it if the opportuni-
ty arises. “I tried several times to find a job in 
any public institution-I applied more than 20 
times, without success,” said Omran, a 32-
year-old sociology graduate. He finally got a 
position in the police force, but only after 
joining the right political party, he admitted. 
Another man interviewed by AFP, Jassem, 

had a similar experience: he had become a 
civil servant only two days after a chance 
meeting with an influential parliamentarian. 

 
‘No job without wasta’ 

Iraq’s bloated public sector is the coun-
try’s biggest employer, and the wages it pays 
are the state’s largest expense. Between 
2003, when a US-led invasion overthrew 
dictator Saddam Hussein, and 2015, the 
number of civil servants soared from 
900,000 to more than three million. “The 
dramatic rise in clientelistic hiring since 2003 
has contributed to a ballooning of public 
sector employment”, says a World Bank 
report from 2017.  

“Employment and promotion in the civil 
service have become increasingly non-meri-
tocratic, and the sector has come to be 
viewed as a de facto social safety net,” it 
says. It labeled the system “unsustainable”, 
arguing that only a well-functioning econo-
my with a good business environment and 
investment climate creates sustainable 
employment. — AFP 

Iraq ‘Wasta’  
favors few...


