
WASHINGTON: A 15-year-old student allegedly 
opened fire at a high school in rural Michigan on 
Tuesday, killing three other students before being 
taken into custody, police said. 

Six others, including one teacher, were wounded 
in the attack, which took place shortly after noon at 
Oxford High School, the Oakland County Sheriff’s 
Office said in a statement. 

A second-year student was taken into custody 
and a handgun was seized, but there was no imme-
diate explanation for what prompted the attack in 
Oxford, a small town about 40 miles (65 kilometers) 
north of Detroit. 

“There was no resistance during the arrest and 
the suspect has asked for a lawyer and has not 

made any statements as to a motive,” the sheriff’s 
office said. “It’s a very tragic situation,” Undersheriff 
Michael McCabe told reporters. 

“We have three deceased victims right now, who 
are all believed to be students,” he said. “We have 
lots of upset parents,” he said. 

Police said they received more than 100 911 
emergency calls shortly after noon, and that the 
shooter unleashed 15-20 shots over about five min-
utes from a semi-automatic handgun with more 
than one magazine. The suspect was taken into cus-
tody within five minutes of the first 911 call, they 
said.  President Joe Biden was informed of the 
shooting during a visit to Minnesota. “My heart 
goes out to the families enduring the unimaginable 

grief,” he said. “You know, that whole community 
has to be just in a state of shock right now.” Elissa 
Slotkin, who represents the district north of Detroit 
in the US House of Representatives, said she was 
“horrified” by the shooting. “I’ve been talking with 
Oxford leaders, parents and students and we are all 
praying for the health of those injured, and the well-
being of all our young people, many of whom are in 
shock,” she said in a statement. 

 
Deadliest school shooting in 2021  

It was the deadliest school shooting so far this 
year, according to Everytown For Gun Safety, a 
group which keeps statistics of mass shootings and 
lobbies for gun control. Before Tuesday’s incident, 

there had been 138 shootings in schools across the 
United States in 2021, according to figures provided 
by Everytown. In those incidents, 26 resulted in 
fatalities, though no more than two each time. 

The deadliest school shootings in US history 
were the April 2007 attack at Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg, Virginia, which saw 33 killed, including 
the shooter, followed by the December 2012 attack 
on the Sandy Hook elementary school in Newtown, 
Connecticut, which left 28 dead, including 20 chil-
dren and the shooter. 

In February 2018, a former student with an AR-
15 assault rifle opened fire in his former high school 
in Parkland, Florida, killing 17, in the deadliest-ever 
high school shooting.  — AFP
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LAKE ORION, United States: Students stand holding candles during a vigil after a shooting at Oxford High School at Lake Pointe Community Church in Lake Orion, Michigan. — AFP

Three killed in US high school shooting
Second-year student taken into custody, handgun seized

BRUSSELS: Europe’s top official said yesterday it was 
time to “think about mandatory vaccination” as the fast-
spreading Omicron variant darkened forecasts and 
deepened fears of another difficult winter. Ignoring a 
WHO warning against blanket travel bans, Japan sus-
pended new flight bookings into the country as the 
OECD warned that Omicron threatens economic recov-
ery and lowered the growth forecast for 2021.  

Rising infection rates have already seen European 
governments reintroduce mandatory mask-wearing, 
social-distancing measures, curfews or lockdowns in a 
desperate attempt to limit hospitalizations, but leaving 
businesses fearing another grim Christmas. In Brussels, 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
said it was “understandable and appropriate” to dis-
cuss how to “encourage and potentially think about 
mandatory vaccination” in the bloc - although only 
individual member states can impose vaccine man-
dates. Austria has already said it will make COVID-19 
jabs compulsory next February, Germany is mulling 
following suit and Greece on Tuesday said it will man-
date vaccines for over-60s. 

While it could take weeks to prove how infectious 
and resistant to current vaccines Omicron is, many coun-
tries have rushed to ramp up existing programs, seeing 
them as the best line of defense. From yesterday, every 
adult in Italy became eligible for a COVID booster shot, 
previously only open to those aged over 40. Non-EU 
members Britain and Norway had already promised 
booster shots to all adults before the end of January and 
Easter respectively. 

So far, more than a dozen countries and territories 
have detected Omicron cases, including Australia, Brazil, 
Britain, Canada, Israel, Italy, Nigeria and Portugal. 
Dozens of countries have imposed travel restrictions 
mostly targeting southern African nations. Global eco-
nomic body the OECD warned Omicron threatens the 

world’s recovery and lowered growth estimates for 2021 
from 5.7 percent to 5.6 percent. The Paris-based organi-
zation said the recovery had “lost momentum and is 
becoming increasingly imbalanced” and would remain 
“precarious” until vaccines were deployed worldwide. 

Japanese authorities, which had already tightened its 
tough border measures yesterday said they had detected 
a second infection of the new strain - this time in a per-
son arriving from Peru. Other governments in Asia also 
expanded curbs, with Indonesia adding Hong Kong and 
Malaysia listing Malawi on their travel ban lists. “A lot of 
my neighbors and friends died of COVID-19,” said 
Jakarta resident Jan Pieter Tobing. “Coronavirus is the 
real deal. So the emergence of Omicron is very terrifying. 
Honestly, it’s scary.” 

France bucked the trend by announcing flights from 
southern Africa could land on its territory from Saturday, 
but only allowing French and EU residents, diplomats 
and flight crews to disembark. Even as governments act-
ed unilaterally in imposing travel restrictions, WHO 
member states came together in Geneva to work on an 
international accord on handling the next pandemic. An 
intergovernmental negotiating body will be established 
to reach an agreement on responding to future pan-
demics with a first meeting due before March 1, 2022. 

Latin America reported its first two cases of the 
variant Tuesday - in people who travelled from South 
Africa to Brazil. Nigeria, Africa’s most populous coun-
try, also reported its first Omicron cases yesterday. US 
travel bans on eight southern African nations came 
into effect on Monday. US President Joe Biden said it 
“kind of depends” how long the measure would stay in 
place. “We’re going to learn a lot more in the next 
couple weeks about the lethality of this virus, about 
how much it spreads, what we have to control it, 
etcetera,” he told reporters. 

The WHO believes Omicron’s high number of muta-
tions may make it more transmissible or resistant to vac-
cines, but it could take weeks to determine whether and 
to what extent the variant is vaccine-resistant. Its detec-
tion and spread, however, have highlighted that the glob-
al fight against COVID-19 is far from over. Even nations 
with high vaccination rates are struggling to contain ris-
ing infection numbers and prevent health services from 
being overwhelmed. — AFP 

GENEVA: World Health Organization member 
states agreed yesterday to start building a new 
international accord on how to handle future 
pandemics and ensure there can be no repeat of 
COVID-19. The economic turmoil and millions of 
lives lost during the coronavirus crisis triggered 
calls for new international defences strong 
enough to prevent a future such disaster. 

At a special meeting in Geneva, the 194 WHO 
member states unanimously adopted a resolution 
launching the negotiating and drafting process 
for a new international instrument on pandemic 
prevention, preparedness and response. 

The process will present its final outcome to 
WHO member states in 2024. “The adoption of 
this decision is cause for celebration and cause 
for hope that we all need,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in closing the three-
day gathering. 

“Of course, there is still a long road ahead. 
There are still differences of opinion about what 
a new accord could or should contain. But you 
have proven to each other and the world that dif-
ferences can be overcome and common ground 
can be found.” 

The three-day meeting of the World Health 
Assembly-the WHO’s decision-making body 
comprising all  194 member states-was an 
unprecedented special session on considering a 
new accord on pandemics. It came with the 
world nearly two years into the COVID-19 pan-
demic and shaken by the emergence of the new-

ly-discovered Omicron variant of concern, 
deemed by the WHO to pose a “very high” glob-
al risk. 

“I have one simple request for all member 
states, and that is: end this pandemic,” Tedros 
said in his closing speech. “Just in the past week, 
this virus has demonstrated that it will not simply 
disappear. How many more lives and livelihoods 
it takes is up to us. 

“Ending the pandemic is not a matter of 
chance; it is a matter of choice.” Countries 
agreed to establ ish an intergovernmental 
negotiating body “to draft and negotiate a 
WHO convention, agreement or other interna-
tional instrument on pandemic prevention, pre-
paredness and response”. 

The body’s first meeting must be no later than 
March 1 next year to elect two co-chairs and 
four vice-chairs. A progress report will be pre-
sented at the regular World Health Assembly 
annual gathering in 2023, with the final outcome 
presented for consideration at the 2024 WHA. 

As Tedros hinted, despite yesterday’s agree-
ment, differences remain between countries on 
how far they are prepared to go in terms of 
legally-binding commitments on issues like equi-
table vaccine distribution, knowledge-sharing, 
financing, oversight structures and powers to 
investigate outbreaks. 

The United States, notably, is lukewarm on 
locking into a treaty. China-where the first 
COVID-19 cases were detected-voiced willing-
ness to negotiate an agreement, without specify-
ing whether it should be binding, adding that the 
process should avoid “stigmatisation”. 

In a statement, Washington said it wanted to 
“strengthen the international legal framework” to 
“make the global health system stronger and 
more responsive”. The European Union, much 
warmer on a treaty, said yesterday’s decision 
would make history.  — AFP
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