
INNSBRUCK: Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz beat
British doubles pair Joe Salisbury and Neal Skupski
in two tight sets to send Germany through to the
Davis Cup semi-finals on Tuesday. The Germans
saved four set points in a tense opening tie-break in
the decisive rubber in Innsbruck before edging in
front. Salisbury and Skupski looked destined to
force a third set after surging 5-0 ahead in another
tie-break, but Krawietz and Puetz won the final
seven points to book a clash with Russia or Sweden
in Madrid on Saturday. 

“It’s great, it’s an unbelievable feeling,” said
German captain Michael Kohlmann. “We had super
team chemistry. We had a tough loss today and on
Sunday and this team is capable of getting over

these unexpected things.” Dan Evans had swatted
Peter Gojowczyk aside 6-2, 6-1 in just 55 minutes
to give Britain, playing without brothers Andy and
Jamie Murray, the lead.

But Jan-Lennard Struff defeated British number
one Cameron Norrie 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 6-2 to pull
Germany level at 1-1. World number 51 Struff saved
two set points in the opener and broke the 12th-
ranked Norrie twice in the decider to set up a win-
ner-takes-all showdown in the doubles. “I’m very
happy the way I played today, Cam Norrie is a very
tough competitor, who is fighting very hard,” said
Struff. “It’s tough - I had the feeling I had to put the
pressure on him - I made it today.”

Norrie fell 4-1 behind in the first set but broke
twice and was serving for it at 6-5. Struff,
Germany’s top singles player in the absence of
Alexander Zverev, promptly hit back to take the set
to a tie-break. Indian Wells champion Norrie led 6-
4 only to see Struff reel off the final four points to
snatch the first set. A single break earned Norrie
the second set, but Struff kept Germany in the com-
petition by closing out victory with four games in a
row. Earlier, world number 25 Evans won the first
four games of the match against Gojowczyk and
broke five times to complete a convincing victory.

Gojowczyk, ranked 86th, was given the nod
ahead of Dominik Koepfer for the opening rubber
but struggled badly on serve and double-faulted
four times in two games as Evans raced into a 4-0
lead. Evans broke three more times in a one-sided
second set, rebounding well from a shock loss to
Czech world number 143 Tomas Machac in the
group stage on Sunday. Croatia became the first
team to reach the semi-finals on Monday by defeat-
ing Italy 2-1. They await the winner of Wednesday’s
quarter-final between Novak Djokovic’s Serbia and
Kazakhstan. —AFP 
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Germany knock out Britain; 
book Davis Cup semis-finals

INNSBRUCK: Britain’s Joe Salisbury (2nd left) and Neal Skupski (right) play against Germany’s Kevin
Krawietz (left) and Tim Puetz during the men’s doubles quarter-final tennis match between Britain and
Germany at the Davis Cup tennis tournament in Innsbruck, Austria. —AFP 

News in brief

Konta retires from tennis

LONDON: Former British number one
Johanna Konta announced her retirement from
tennis yesterday. The 30-year-old has strug-
gled with persistent knee trouble over the past
couple of seasons and has slipped to 113 in the
world rankings-a far cry from her career high
of number four. Konta, who reached the semi-
finals of three of the four majors, plus the quar-
ter-finals of the US Open, made her announce-
ment on social media with a post headlined
‘Grateful’. She wrote: “This is the word that I’ve
probably used the most during my career and is
the word that I feel explains it best in the end.
“My playing career has come to an end, and I
am so incredibly grateful for the career that it
turned out to be. All the evidence pointed
towards me not ‘making’ it in this profession.
“However my luck materialized in the people
that came into my life and impacted my exis-
tence in ways that transcended tennis. —AFP 

Ex-Liverpool, Arsenal star dies 

LONDON: Former Liverpool and Arsenal mid-
fielder Ray Kennedy died on Tuesday aged 70
after a long struggle with Parkinson’s Disease.
Kennedy, a decorated star at Anfield and in
north London, was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
Disease in 1984. He won three European Cups
and five English league titles with Liverpool
after signing from Arsenal in 1974. Kennedy
famously scored a crucial goal in Liverpool’s
1981 European Cup semi-final second leg
against Bayern Munich, sending the Reds to a
final they would win against Real Madrid. He
was also a key figure for Arsenal when they
won the top-flight title and FA Cup, beating
Liverpool in the final, in 1971. A testimonial
game between Liverpool and Arsenal was held
to aid Kennedy’s Parkinson’s fight in 1991. Later
that year, he sold his medals and 17 England
caps to help raise funds for his care. —AFP 

England women break record 

LONDON: Ellen White broke England
Women’s all-time scoring record as the
Lionesses recorded their biggest ever victory by
crushing Latvia 20-0 in World Cup qualifying on
Tuesday. White scored twice early on to take her
level with and then past Kelly Smith’s mark of 46
goals, before completing her hat-trick shortly
after the break. The Manchester City striker was
one of four hat-trick-scorers on the night.
Lauren Hemp netted four times, while Beth
Mead and substitute Alessia Russo also regis-
tered trebles. Beth England notched a brace, and
there were also goals from Ella Toone, Georgia
Stanway, Jess Carter, Jill Scott and Jordan
Nobbs on a historic evening in Doncaster. The
result smashed the Lionesses previous record
win of 13-0 against Hungary in 2005. England
also hit double figures last month when the sides
met in Riga with a 10-0 win. — AFP 

Evans thrashes Gojowczyk 

INNSBRUCK: Dan Evans swatted Peter
Gojowczyk aside 6-2, 6-1 on Tuesday to give
Britain a 1-0 lead over Germany in their Davis
Cup quarter-finals tie in Innsbruck. World
number 25 Evans won the first four games of
the match and broke Gojowczyk five times to
complete a convincing victory in just 55 min-
utes. Britain, playing without brothers Andy
and Jamie Murray, will qualify for the last four
if 12th-ranked Cameron Norrie beats Jan-
Lennard Struff, Germany’s top singles player in
the absence of Alexander Zverev. “I worked
hard and that was the story of the match,” said
Evans. “Probably the best tennis I played all
year.” Gojowczyk, ranked 86th, was given the
nod ahead of Dominik Koepfer for the opening
rubber but struggled badly on serve and dou-
ble-faulted four times in two games as Evans
raced into a 4-0 lead. — AFP 

Troyes denounce ‘racist remarks’ 

PARIS: French club Troyes on Tuesday con-
demned “racist remarks” made towards the
club’s South Korea international Suk Hyun-jun
in last weekend’s Ligue 1 game away to
Marseille. Suk came on as a sub for the final 14
minutes of Sunday’s 1-0 loss at the Velodrome
in a match played behind closed doors due to
previous crowd disturbances. Comments of a
discriminatory nature were picked up by
broadcast microphones when he was on the
pitch. A spokesperson for Marseille told AFP
that club president Pablo Longoria had con-
tacted his Troyes counterpart to “offer his
apologies from OM to the player and Troyes”.
“OM clearly condemn any racist remarks.
Pablo Longoria told the Troyes president he
would ask for an explanation from those
responsible for the remarks.” The spokesper-
son added that the club had not yet formally
identified the individuals in question. —AFP 
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Al-Fatat Club reign 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Al-Fatat Club ended in first place
at the first Athletics Refresher Tournament by
collecting 173 points, while Salwa Club took
second with 165 points. Kuwait secured the
third position with 105 points; Sahel (4th) with
30 points; while Fatyat Al-Oyoun (5th)
grabbed 15 points. The two-day tournament
saw strong competition in various disciplines. 

Madawi Al-Shimmari from Salwa Al-Sabah
Club won a second gold medal after winning
the 200m run, while Fajer Mandani from
Kuwait Club won the hammer throw. Amal Al-
Roumi (from Fatat Club) won the 1500 meters,
while the 100m obstacles went to Ameena Al-
Marhoom (Fatat Club). Also, Lowlwa Al-Askar
(from Fatat) took the 500m race title. In the
long jump, Mariam Malallah took the first posi-
tion, while the Shot Put’s first place went to
Iman Al-Zankawi (from Fatat Club).

Chairman of Kuwait Athletics Association
Sayyar Al-Enezi said the championship was a
success due to the participation of the clubs,
adding that he “hopes more clubs participate
next time.” He said they will support all clubs
who wish to participate in women’s athletics
and lauded the role of Chairperson of the
Women Sports Committee and Kuwait
Olympic Committee Fatima Hayat and her
keenness in developing the women’s sports
activities. Meanwhile Hayat congratulated
Fatat Club for taking first place and wished
clubs all success in future tournaments.

Australian official 
rejects Djokovic’s 
‘blackmail’ claim
MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic is not being
“blackmailed” by Australian Open organizers, a
senior official said yesterday, insisting a require-
ment for players to be vaccinated was about safety.
The 34-year-old world number one would be bid-
ding for a record-breaking 21st Grand Slam title in
Melbourne in January, but he has refused to say if
he has been jabbed against coronavirus.

His father Srdjan told Serbian television on
Sunday his son “probably won’t” play the opening
Grand Slam of the year over the mandatory inocu-
lation rules. “Of course he would want to go with all
his heart,” he said. “But I really don’t know if that
will happen. Probably not under these conditions,
with this blackmail and when it’s done that way.”
Martin Pakula, sports minister in Victoria-the state
where the Australian Open is held-said he was keen
for the nine-time champion to defend his title.

But he told reporters: “If you’re a visiting inter-
national tennis player or a visiting sportsman of
any kind, it’s about your responsibility to the com-
munity that you are being welcomed into. “And
that’s why we are asking those international tennis
stars to follow the same requirements as Victorians
are. “It’s not about blackmail, it’s about making sure
the Victorian community is protected.” Tournament
chief Craig Tiley made clear last month that all
players must be inoculated and there would be no
concessions.

The Australian Open went ahead this year but

players were forced to spend two weeks in hotel
quarantine, crowds were restricted and a five-day
snap lockdown was called mid-event. Organizers
expect it will run as scheduled in 2022 from January
17. They have said fully vaccinated players can
enter Australia without being quarantined or con-
fined to bio-secure bubbles, although that scenario
could be complicated by the emergence of the new
Omicron coronavirus variant. — AFP 

Woods says no
timetable for
return but 
eyes Open
MIAMI: Tiger Woods refused to put a
timetable on his return to tournament
golf on Tuesday in his first public
appearance since a serious car crash
earlier this year that left him “lucky to
be alive”. Speaking to reporters in the
Bahamas ahead of the Hero World
Challenge, Woods said he would never
regain full strength in his right leg,
which was left shattered after the crash
in Los Angeles in February. Woods, 45,
told Golf Digest in an interview on
Monday his days as a full-time profes-
sional golfer were over, saying that he
would pick and choose tournaments
from now on.

On Tuesday, the 15-time major win-
ner gave no indication of when he
expected to be fit enough to play a full
72-hole professional event, repeatedly
emphasizing that his recovery was
ongoing and that he still felt pain in his
back and leg. “As far as playing at the
tour level, I don’t know when that’s
going to happen,” Woods said. “Now, I’ll
play a round here or there, a little hit and
giggle, I can do something like that,”

Woods said. Woods reiterated that he
expects his post-accident career to mir-
ror that of golfing great Ben Hogan, who
was badly injured in a 1949 accident.

Hogan, who won 64 PGA Tour
events and nine majors, never played
more than nine tournaments in a sea-
son following the accident. “I don’t
foresee this leg ever being what it used
to be, hence I’ll never have the back
what it used to be, and clock’s ticking.
I’m getting older, I’m not getting any
younger,” Woods said. “All that com-
bined means a full schedule and a full
practice schedule and the recovery
that would take to do that. I don’t have
any desire to do that.

Amputation risk 
“But to ramp it up for a few events a

year as Mr Hogan did, and he did a
pretty good job of it — there’s no rea-
son that I can’t do that and feel ready.
“I may not be tournament-sharp in a
sense that I haven’t played tourna-
ments, but I think if you practice cor-
rectly and you do it correctly, that I’ve
come off surgeries before.

“So I know the recipe for it, I’ve just
got to get to a point where I feel com-
fortable enough where I can do that
again.” Although Woods would not
speculate about a possible target for
return, he admitted he would be keen
to play at next year’s British Open,
which will mark its 150th anniversary
at St. Andrews, the home of golf where

Woods has won twice before.
“Yeah, I would love to play at St.

Andrews, there’s no doubt about it,”
Woods said. “Physically, hopefully I
can. I’ve got to get there first.
Tournament’s not going to go any-
where, but I need to get there. “It’s my
favorite golf course in the world. To be
a two-time Open champion there, just
being a part of the champions dinner is
really neat. “From my first one in ‘05 I
got to attend a champions dinner, it
was pretty neat to be a part of.”
Woods meanwhile declined to com-
ment directly on his memories of the

crash, which left him unable to walk
unassisted for several months.

However he revealed that amputa-
tion of his mangled leg, which suffered
two compound fractures, had been “on
the table”. “I’m lucky to be alive but
also still have the limb. Those are two
crucial things. I’m very grateful that
someone upstairs was taking care of
me, that I’m able to not only be here
but also to walk without a prosthesis,”
said Woods, who said his rehabilitation
had been harder than his multiple
comebacks from back and knee sur-
geries earlier in his career. — AFP 

INNSBRUCK: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic throws his rack-
et during the men’s doubles group stage match
between Serbia and Germany of the Davis Cup tennis
tournament in Innsbruck.  —AFP 

AUGUSTA: In this file photo, American golfer Tiger Woods celebrates after sinking his putt
on the 18th green to win in Augusta. Tiger Woods has ruled out making a full-time return
to professional golf as he works his way back from career-threatening leg injuries. —AFP 


