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GENEVA: The UN warned yesterday that the need for humanitarian aid
was skyrocketing worldwide, as the pandemic continues to rage, and cli-
mate change and conflicts push more people to the brink of famine. The
United Nations’ humanitarian agency OCHA estimated that 274 million
people worldwide would need some form of emergency assistance next
year, up 17 percent on an already record-breaking 2021. 

That means one in 29 people will need help in 2022, marking a 250-
percent-increase since 2015 when one in 95 needed assistance, OCHA
found in its Global Humanitarian Overview report. The number of people
in need “has never been as high as this”, UN aid chief Martin Griffiths told
reporters. Providing aid to so many “is not sustainable, but it has to be
sustained,” he said. 

The annual appeal by UN agencies and other humanitarian organiza-
tions said that providing aid to the 183 million most vulnerable people
across 63 countries next year would require $41 billion - up from the $35
billion requested for 2021 and double what was requested just four years
ago. The report presented a depressing picture of soaring needs brought
on by conflicts and worsening instability in places like Afghanistan,
Ethiopia and Myanmar.

Famine ‘terrifying possibility’ 
Natural disasters and climate change also drove up displacement and

humanitarian needs, as did the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, it found. It
pointed out that the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic - which has of-
ficially killed more than five million people globally and likely many times
that - along with measures aimed at reining in the virus, had pushed some
20 million more people into extreme poverty.

It has also devastated health systems worldwide, with testing for HIV,
tuberculosis and malaria for instance plunging 43 percent, and 23 million
children worldwide missing basic childhood vaccines in 2021. At the same
time, climate-related disasters are becoming more frequent, the report
said, warning that by 2050 as many as 216 million people could be forced
to move within their own countries due to the effects of global warming.

Climate change is contributing to rising hunger and food insecurity,
with famine-like conditions remaining a “real and terrifying possibility for
45 million people in 43 countries around the world”, it warned. “Without
sustained and immediate action, 2022 could be catastrophic,” it cautioned,
pointing out that as many as 811 million people worldwide are already un-
dernourished. Conflicts are also taking a devastating toll across a range
of countries.

Need had especially surged in Afghanistan, in the grip of multiple crises
that have been exacerbated since the Taliban swept back into power in
August and international aid dried up. Yesterday’s appeal warned that
more than 24 million people - 65 percent of the Afghan population -

needed aid, including around nine million people expected to be on the
brink of famine. It requested $4.5 billion to help the 22 million most vul-
nerable people in Afghanistan in 2022 - tripling its ask from a year ago.

Ethiopia ‘most alarming’
Billions of dollars were also requested to help the many millions of peo-

ple impacted by the drawn-out conflicts in Syria and Yemen. And the ap-
peal highlighted swelling needs in Ethiopia, where thousands have died
and millions have been displaced since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent
troops into the northern Tigray region more than a year ago. 

It estimated that 26 million people there need humanitarian aid, includ-
ing 400,000 people on the brink of famine. Griffiths said the situation in
Ethiopia was perhaps the world’s “most alarming”. But he stressed there
were many other dire situations, with violence and unrest continuing to
force millions to flee their home.

According to UN numbers, more than one percent of the global pop-
ulation is currently displaced. Despite the devastating picture painted in
the report, Griffiths stressed that humanitarian aid often manages to con-
tain the worst consequences of crises. Last year, the humanitarian organ-
ization provided aid to around 107 million people - 70 percent of those
they had wanted to reach - including helping bring half a million people in
South Sudan back from the brink of famine. —AFP

Aid needs will surge in 2022 
amid pandemic, conflict: UN 

One in 29 people will need help in 2022

Nigeria recruits mosques,
churches to speed up 
COVID-19 vaccinations
LAGOS: Prayers and hymns filled the Ikoyi Baptist Church at a recent
Sunday sermon before the pastor delivered a message from the pulpit:
Do the right thing and get the jab. Downstairs in the carpark in the
wealthy Ikoyi area of Nigeria’s economic capital Lagos, worshippers
in their Sunday finest lined up to register for a first shot of a COVID-
19 vaccine. Fearing a surge in cases over the holiday season and wary
of new variants, Nigeria is recruiting religious leaders, churches,
mosques and government offices to mobilize its vaccination campaign.
Those worries will likely deepen after Nigeria on Wednesday reported
its first cases of the Omicron variant that has prompted new travel
bans. Africa’s most populous nation has so far mostly escaped the
brunt of the global pandemic that ravaged Europe and elsewhere after
coronavirus emerged in December 2019.

Recorded cases are low-around 214,000 registered infections and
just under 3,000 deaths since the pandemic began-although that is
likely partly due to low testing rates. But the country of some 210 mil-
lion people has fully vaccinated only 3.5 million people and given 6.5
million one shot-far off a target of innoculating around 112 million, or
70 percent of the adult population, by the end of next year. For a re-
ligious society like Nigeria, churches and mosques have in the past
proven effective in mobilizing sceptical communities to get vaccinated
as they were with a polio campaign a decade ago.

“The mosques and churches get the largest crowds. It is also a
way to reduce the risk and access more people,” said Dr. Atinuke
Onayiga, a senior Lagos health official visiting the Ikoyi church. “A
lot of people don’t want to queue up, so we bring it to their
doorstep.” Across the other side of Lagos, in the mainland district
of Alausa, Friday prayers at the Lagos State Secretariat mosque fol-
lowed a similar pattern. —AFP

The five right-wing 
hopefuls seeking to 
challenge Macron
PARIS: France’s traditional right-wing party The Republicans (LR) will
on Thursday choose the two final contenders among five hopefuls to
find its candidate to take on President Emmanuel Macron in elections
next year. The identity of the winner, announced Saturday after a run-
off, will be crucial to the overall dynamic of the election and to whether
the party of ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy can threaten the centrist
president, who is widely expected to seek re-election. The candidacy
of far-right pundit Eric Zemmour, who declared Tuesday, also provides
a new factor. With the outcome still wide open in the final hours of first
round voting, AFP looks at the five hopefuls:

Michel Barnier
Barnier, 70, is by far the best-known candidate outside France

owing to his role as the EU’s chief negotiator on Brexit, a mission ad-
mirers believe he carried out with tact and aplomb. He was seen in the
early stages of the race as a favorite for the Republican nomination,
but a somewhat leaden performance in TV debates has led some pun-
dits to mark down the chances of the oldest candidate in the race. In
the campaign, Barnier has surprised some of his admirers in the EU
by staking out ground to the right, calling for an “electric shock” on
security, a moratorium on immigration and the reintroduction of mili-
tary service. “I am ready to be a president who reassures and acts,”
said the man sometimes called the “French Joe Biden” given a long po-
litical career that dates back to 1973.

Xavier Bertrand
Bertrand, 56, is a former minister under Sarkozy who now serves

as head of the industrial Hauts-de-France region in the north of the
country. Polls have shown him as the LR figure who would poll the
highest in the first round, though still far behind Macron. A more mod-
erate right-wing figure than some of his rivals for the nomination,

Bertrand has focused his attacks against Macron, saying he “stands
for everything and its opposite” and “does not understand the French
well”. “His (Macron’s) only chance of being elected is to have extremes
against him. Against me, he is going to be beaten,” he said.

Eric Ciotti
An MP from the southern city of Nice, Ciotti, 56, has never held a

cabinet post but he is the candidate who has made the most impact in
the run-up to the congress. Billing himself as a candidate against
“wokeism” but “for a French Renaissance”, he has taken right-wing
positions that sometimes echo those of Zemmour-the candidate he will
vote for in case of a second-round run-off against Macron. He says
his economic policy follows in the footsteps of Francois Fillon, the ex-
premier who was the LR candidate in 2017 but was felled in a graft
scandal for which he was later convicted. Ciotti bills himself as the can-
didate of “order,” “authority” and “identity,” vowing to a defend a
“Jewish-Christian” France against radical Islam and even proposing a
“French Guantanamo” Bay for extremists.

Philippe Juvin
The dark horse and least politically experienced of the five, Juvin,

57, is mayor of a residential suburb of Paris and also head of the acci-
dent and emergency service at a top Paris hospital. He won media
prominence for his comments at the height of the COVID pandemic
and is on a sure footing when outlining the problems facing the French
health system. He has performed solidly in debates though without ap-
pearing to gain a brighter spotlight. “I embody a humanist right-ring,
which takes care of the other, a liberal, European right, and the right
of public services,” he said.

Valerie Pecresse
Pecresse, 54 and the only woman in the race, is the head of the Ile-

de-France region that includes Paris and presents herself as a moder-
ate yet effective politician who could pose a genuine threat to Macron.
She has played on her experience leading the region and vowed to
“restore French pride” since the election of Macron, under whom she
says France has “lost five years”. Pecresse has generally performed
well in the debates but it remains to be seen if she has managed to
generate enough buzz to lift her profile. Macron has “words on the
right but not at any moment, actions”, she said. —AFP


