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pure virgin wool dyed and spun in the Outer Hebrides”. A
distinctive Orb stamp globe with a cross on top certifies
the fabric’s origin and authenticity. 

High fashion export 
Harris Tweed, mostly woven with a plain weave, twill or

herringbone structure, was originally associated with
Britain’s aristocracy and gentlemen farmers. Jackets and
plus-fours made from the durable fabric that can withstand
harsh climates were a must for traditionally outdoor upper-
class pursuits such as hunting and fishing. But British de-
signer Vivienne Westwood turned that image on its head
by integrating it into her punk wardrobe in a subversion of
culture and tradition. Now other major brands, including
Chanel, Dior, Yves Saint Laurent and Hermes, are making it
a key element of their collections. 

“Recently we have been working extensively with Polo
Ralph Lauren in the USA,” said Margaret Ann Macleod,
sales director for Harris Tweed Hebrides. Seventy people
work at the company’s lakeside factory, where the wool is
dyed and spun, then sent to some 120 home weavers,

where skills have been passed down for generations.  Once
woven, it is returned to the factory 18 miles (29 kilometers)
from Lewis’ main town of Stornoway to be washed, dried
and finished in Shawbost Mill. A third of the Shawbost fac-
tory’s output goes to the UK, while two-thirds is exported
to all corners of the world.   “We export extensively to
France, Germany, Italy and a lot of other countries in Eu-
rope,” Macleod said.  “We also have a big export business
in South Korea, Japan and the USA, and increasingly China
has become a new export market for us as well.”

Color and culture 
In total, some 160 home weavers live in the Outer He-

brides, working hand in hand with three factories that pro-
duce a total of 1.5 million meters of the fabric every year.
Tweed, immortalized by Mr Toad, one of the main charac-
ters in Kenneth Grahame’s 1908 classic novel “The Wind in
the Willows”, is used to make jackets, trousers, coats, but
also shoes, handbags, armchairs and even teddy bears.  Fif-
teen years ago, the sportswear brand Nike chose Harris
Tweed for a collection of trainers-a huge publicity coup for

Harris tweed weaver Ian Mackay shows a blanket.

Samples of finished cloth are pictured at The Carloway Mill.

Harris tweed weaver Ian Mackay works on his pedal powered loom.

Work goes on in the Carloway Mill near Garenin on the Isle Of Lewis. Spools of wool yarn are pictured.


